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NEWS SUMMARY 


IF THE NFBTO gets half the increase in wages that it is asking 
for this month, and if the rise in building materials prices 
slows down, “it is a fair guess that the price index for all 
building will be 107 or 108 (Jan.-Mar., 1955= 100) in the summer 
of 1956,” according to the current “* Builder” review of 
productivity and prices. p. 128 

AN ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION for the design of a 
Community Centre Concert Hall in Trinidad has been 
announced. p. 140 

A TIME OF HEAVY PRESSURE on the Parliamentary 
time-table when Members return from the Christmas recess next 
week is foreseen by our Parliamentary Correspondent, who 
examines the prospects of the Government's legislative pro- 
gramme in the remainder of the current session. p. 141 

A FURTHER INCREASE in rates of interest on Government 
loans to local authorities has been announced. p. 142 

BUILDING WORKERS have been granted \d. an hour increase 
under the sliding scale agreement. p. 142 

SOME DETAILS OF THE 34 grants for the preservation of 
historic buildings made by the Ministry of Works in the last 
three months have been announced. p. 142 

THE SETTING UP OF A STUDY GROUP to investigate the 
possibility of quoting fixed prices for building work was advo- 
cated by Mr. L. J. Holloway at the LMBA annual meeting 
on Tuesday. p. 144 

A SECOND MAJOR CONTRACT for housing for the United 
States Air Force in the UK has been placed. p. 157 


3 STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WCz 
mple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


A TIME FOR COURAGE 


[ N his address at the annual meeting of the LMBA, the 

retiring President, Mr. Laurence Holloway, went as far 
as anyone in his position could be expected to go in 
welcoming the move started by the cement industry and the 
plaster board manufacturers to stabilise prices in the build- 
ing industry. Six months, as he pointed out, is a very 
short period when a big contract is in question, and 
obviously the building industry cannot commit itself 
immediately to fixed price contracts, much as it might wish 
te do so. But by re-affirming that this is the ultimate 
objective, and by suggesting that a study group be set up 
to consider the question as a matter of urgency, he left his 
successor—and the National Federation—a vital task 
which will be neglected at their peril. 

The suggestion for a six-month moratorium came a 
month ago. Last week a brick firm in the Midlands, 
admittedly small, made it a year. Mr. Holloway sug- 
gested that 18 months would be better. Will the materials 
manufacturers respond? 

This is a matter which must not be allowed to drift. 
Members of the building industry started it. Tea blenders 
and sausage manufacturers have cashed in. The organised 
building industry must not be behind. And if it cannot 
immediately go the whole way can it at least, as Mr. 
Holloway suggested, raise the £3,000 limit within which it 
quotes fixed prices to £10,000? 

Mr. Holloway is wise in suggesting that, having wished 
the end, they must carefully examine the means te that 
end and the difficulties on the way to it, in the hope of 
eliminating them. Holder of a famous building name, he 
has added to his own prestige and to that of the LMBA 
by presenting fair and square a problem which must be 
faced, and urgently. 

Well done. Mr. Holloway, and congratulations on a 
notable year at the LMBA! 


A CANTERBURY 
CAUTIONARY TALE 


A MATTER of importance to architects, in official as 
“~~ well as in private practice, was referred to the last 
meeting of the RIBA Council by the council of the South 
Eastern Society of Architects. The case arises out of a 
recent decision by Canterbury Corporation to allow their 
City Architect to undertake the design and supervision of 
a new secondary modern school for the Church of England, 
on the conditions that the full RIBA scale fee be paid to 
the City Council for the work and an honorarium of 500 
guineas be paid to the City Architect, having regard to the 
additional work and responsibility devolving on him. 


It would be difficult to conceive a situation more likely 
to impede the process of working out the already com- 
plicated matter of enabling architects in private and 
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official categories to live usefully and harmoniously 
together. Whether or not there were special circumstances 
at Canterbury we do not know, nor do we think it matters. 
The principle that official architects should deal only with 
local authority or departmental work, and that private 
practitioners should concern themselves with the residue 
(except where invited to assist local authorities in part of 
their programmes) is so well established, it might be held, 
as to need no elucidation. Clearly, those who think that 
this is so must now think again, and particularly the RIBA 
whose job it is to maintain equilibrium between the two 
main sides of its membership. The Council having con- 
sidered this matter, it would seem to owe the Institute 
membership at large publication of its decision, in the 
interests of harmonious working and as a guide to other 
local authorities who may feel inclined, in a period when 
the volume of official work is expected to suffer some 
decline, to take on similar commissions to assist in main- 
taining their architectural departments. 


We shall look forward to such publication with interest. 
as will no doubt a large part of the Institute membership. 
Those not actively concerned will yet get some mental 
exercise from settling the question: Who passes the City 
Architect's plans? 


MONOPOLIES AND 
RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 


T is now generally expected that the Government will 
introduce their new legislation for the control of 
monopolies and restrictive practices in the very near future. 
This legislation was promised last summer when Mr. 
Thorneycroft, President of the Board of Trade, told the 
House of Commons that the Government intended to take 
power to require the registration of restrictive practices. 
It appears that a registration authority is to be set up 
which would from time to time specify particular practices 
for registration. Once any particular class of agreement 
had been so specified, any firm wishing to operate, or to 
continue to operate, an agreement of that class would have 
to register. The firms concerned would then have to come 
forward by a given date and make out a case for con- 
tinuing the particular practice. It seems clear from Mr. 
Thorneycroft’s statement that the burden of proof will lie 
upon the firms concerned; it will be for them to show that 
the particular practice is not contrary to the public interest. 


These proposals represent a prudent and constructive 
approach to the problem of controlling restrictive prac- 
tices. There is to be no general condemnation of certain 
types of restrictive practice as was suggested by the 
majority report of the Monopolies Commission published 
last year (see The Builder, July 8 last). At the same time, 
the Government are proposing to go a good deal further 
than the recommendations of the minority report, which 
wanted nothing more than mere registration: under the 
Government scheme, once a particular practice has been 
specified for registration, some good cause will have to be 
shown for continuing with it. 


Much, nevertheless, will depend on the more detailed 
provisions which will presumably be contained in the new 
Bill. The constitution of the registration authority, in par- 
ticular, will be a matter of fundamental importance; will it 
be a body akin to the present Monopolies Commission or 
will it be part of the Board of Trade? Again, is the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade to be responsible to Parliament 
for the actions of the registration authority? Another im- 
portant question will be the constitution of the tribunal 
which will “ try ” the cases of firms appearing before them. 
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Even more important than these constitutional questions, 
however, is the problem of defining the public interest. Jt 
is, of course, difficult to define terms such as “ the public 
interest,” and it would not be surprising if the Govern. 
ment shirk the issue in the forthcoming Bill. The difficulty 
of definition, however, makes it all the more important 
that Parliament should give the registration authority and 
the tribunal some guidance in the matter. ; 


In the meantime, the Building Industry Distributors 
[BID] have issued an interesting and thoughtful statement 
which was summarised in our issue last week. BID 
represent a number of interests which may be seriously 
affected by the new legislation, but it would be both silly 
and unjust to discount their suggestions on that ground. 
One of their most important points is that the proposed 
tribunal should be a judicial and not‘an administrative one, 
It does not seem essential that the chairman should be a 
High Court judge, as BID suggest, but it is essential that 
the tribunal should follow judicial procedure, that witnesses 
should be called and be available for cross-examination, 
that there should be compulsory disclosure of documents, 
and that no evidence should be admissible which is not 
disclosed to the “ accused ” industry. 


There is also a good deal of merit in the proposal that 
all findings should be recorded with the reasons why they 
have been reached. Industry will have a legitimate com- 
plaint if the Government decide to set up an administra- 
tive tribunal which is not bound to follow judicial pro- 
cedures and which is allowed to receive information and 
representations behind the backs of the firms concerned. 
Moreover, the public interest itself will best be served by 
procedures designed to ensure that all relevant facts are 
brought into the open. In special cases where the evidence 
concerns matters of national security or would be of value 
to foreign competitors, the proceedings should (as BID 
suggest) take place in camera; the need for secrecy should 
not be made an excuse for Government departments to 
supply confidential information to the tribunal after the 
hearing has been closed. 


Where we part company with BID is in their suggestion 
that “ the onus of proving that the public interest is abused 
by the use of the practice concerned should rest squarely 
with the Board of Trade.” This runs directly counter to 
what appear to be the Government’s intentions, and we 
are wholeheartedly in favour of Mr. Thorneycroft’s view 
that the practices concerned are all in one form or another 
practices in restraint of trade and as such are liable to 
operate against the public interest. Restraint of trade should 
be definitely regarded as prima facie contrary to the public 
interest. There may be grounds on which it may be justi- 
fied: Parliament in its wisdom has decided that certain 
industries ought to be nationalised, and the maintenance 
of professional or craft standards may rightly be considered 
more important than freedom for unqualified persons to 
enter a profession or craft. Moreover, there are cases in 
which restrictive practices are justified in the manufacture 
and selling of industrial products. But there ought to be 
no doubt at all as to where the burden of proof lies. 


The evil of restrictive practices is not merely that they 
often help to maintain an artificially high level of prices. 
Perhaps even more serious are those agreements which 
are designed to restrict the entry of newcomers into an 
industry. Competition is necessary not only to keep prices 
low, but also to ensure that industrialists are free to pro- 
mote new methods and products. We hope that the 
Government will have regard to this in their new Bill and 
that they will resist all pressure to transfer the onus of 
proof. 





Janu 


> 
Ne 
Mod 
vu 
¥ 
Febrt 
a sele 
Muse 
write: 
Amel 
and 
speak 
much 
to be 
since 
paint 
whicl 
tion ¢ 
come 
Suc 
Amel 
outw: 
than 
* slic! 
day | 
busm 
and t 
If the 
dispe! 
least 
peopl 
paint 
This 
pant | 
Holly 
whict 
herse 
verse 
vative 
Th 
repre: 
Mode 
Paint 
Conte 
est); 
with 
maki 





L956 


ions, 
st. It 
ublic 
vern- 
culty 
rtant 

and 


utors 
ment 
BID 
usly 
silly 
und. 
Osed 
one. 
be a 
that 
2SSes 
tion, 
ents, 
, not 


that 
they 
-om- 
stra- 
pro- 
and 
‘ned. 
d by 
; are 
ence 
‘alue 
BID 
ould 
s to 
the 


tion 
used 
rely 
r to 
| we 
view 
ther 
e to 
ould 
iblic 
usti- 
‘tain 
ance 
ered 
s to 
s in 
‘ture 
> be 


they 
ices. 
hich 
» an 
rices 
pro- 
the 
and 
s of 





January 20 1956 


Notes of the Week 


Modern Art in USA 


us Exhibition is organised by the 

Tate Gallery (where it continues until 
February 12) and the Arts Council, being 
a selection of some 200 works from the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York, 
writes Basil Marriott. Impressions of 
American trends gained from magazines 
and otherwise at second hand, not to 
speak of the comparative immaturity of 
much American art criticism, are unlikely 
to be reliable, and since it is ten years 
since the Tate’s exhibition of American 
painting from the 18th-century onwards, 
which could not attempt full representa- 
tion of the moderas, this one is most wel- 
come. 

Such impressions tend to suggest that 
America still finds it necessary to turn 
outwards for her culture in things other 
than material: and indications are of too 
* slick * a technique, recalling the “ Sun- 
day painting * of a commercial artist on 
busman’s holiday. Both are unfortunate, 
and both probably wrong at the top level. 
If the Tate exhibition does not completely 
dispel them, even at that level, it does at 
least suggest a growing proportion of 
people living, thinking and consequently 
painting much as people do in Europe. 
This is valuable to offset the rather flip- 
pant semi-sophistication of such media as 
Hollywood and the New Yorker by 
which America seems content to project 
herself abroad, even in the arts. Con- 
versely, the result may seem to us deri- 
vative and facile. 

The exhibition divides into Sections 
representing the Older Generation of 
Moderns; Realist Tradition; Romantic 
Painting (paradoxically, the strongest); 
Contemporary Abstract (ditto, the weak- 
est); Modern Primitives: and Sculpture, 
with two sections on Prints and Print- 
making. 
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Of the romantic paintings, much plea- 
sure will be derived from the mature and 
sensitive work of Morris Graves and 
Hyman Bloom’s splendid “ Synagogue ” 
and others, though the prints are also 
very satisfying. Of the sculptors, Calder 
stands out immeasurably: I liked his 
“Whale” stabile better than the mobiles 
for which he is best known here. But 
William Zorach’s “Head of Christ,” at 
first glance shockingly like a Man of Dis- 
tinction, on reflection prompts the hope 
that Old World conceptions are capable 
of new and by no means brash interpre- 
tations in a New one where humility has 
hardly been at a premium. 

Estate Agents’ Christian Union 

AN INFORMAL dinner organised by the 
Christian Union for the Estate Profession 
was held in the members’ dining room of 
the House of Commons on January 13 
under the presidency of Ald. Cyril W. 
Black, MP, FRICS, FAI. Mr. Black 
said that the union, which was a newly- 
founded body, existed for the purpose of 
promoting Christian standards in 
business. 

The principal speaker for the evening 
was Mr, Frank J. Powell, JP, who took 
as his subject the thought-provoking 
theme of “ World Government and the 
Survival of the Human Race.” Mr. 
Gladstone Moore, FALPA, chairman of 
the union’s council, also spoke. At a 
time when standards of conduct in the 
professions are subject to many strains 
we wish the union every success. 
Eeclesiastical Crafts 

IN THE FIELD represented by the ex- 
hibition at the Crafts Centre (until Feb- 
ruary 11) the craftsman comes into his 
own; it is also one which concerns archi- 
tects closely, writes Basil Marriott, for 
they must rely largely on the craftsman’s 
complementary part in the creation of 
an atmosphere. 


~ 
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No one would question the need here 
for the finest workmanship and materials; 
and the mass-production necessary, and 
even desirable, elsewhere has no place in 
it. Unfortunately, the sort of design 
which is accepted as expressing the 
former is apt to be regarded rather too 
uncritically, however, and it is odd to 
think that the church was once the con- 
temporary “ Design Centre.” 

This I think is why modern churches, 
like modern theatres, have proved such 
an intractable problem. It is, I think, this 
question of creating an atmosphere 
popularly accepted as “ right ” for a for- 
malised ritual not susceptible to rational- 
isation. Moreover, to extenuate the 
lumping of the two together, there are 
those who frankly demand “good 
theatre” for religious observance, and 
for them much that is shown at the 
Crafts Centre may seem too studiedly 
simple and austere. In the fabrics, for 
instance, the colourful woolwork of 
R. McD. Scott’s Pulpit Fall, Thea Som- 
merlatte’s silk-corded embroideries and 
some of the hangings make the vestments 
seem a little thin. 


In the sculpture the tradition somehow 
doesn’t seem to get near enough to its 
own sources: might not our craftsmen 
with advantage take another look at 
Chartres, or even the archaics of those 
haunting Breton Calvaries? Though 
Eric Gill's loss is still evident, D. Potter’s 
Phoenix is a good architectural piece, like 
Alan Durst’s Newbury Font, while David 
Kindersley’s quite 18th-century cartouche 
is a welcome change of inspiration which 
I felt might benefit the silver. 

In bookbinding (necessarily closely 
controlled by functional considerations) 
Roger Powell’s “ dos-a-dos ” Prayer and 
Hymn Books are a small joy. but judged 
by the inevitably small samples there is 
no lack of less hidebound craftsmen in 
stained-glass. 





SHOWROOMS IN 
LONDON 


The showrooms illustrated 
on this page are at 82, New 
Oxford-street, London, W1, 
and have been designed for 
Messrs. Kornberg & Segal, 
Ltd., by Mr. K. Dod, 
MinstRA, MSIA. The 
ceiling, open staircase to 
mezzanine and simple wall 
surfaces create a_ pleasant 
feeling of spaciousness. The 
buiiders were Messrs. R. & 
F. Daw, Ltd. 
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The Architect and the Structural Engineer 


A PAPER AT THE NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH OF THE 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


A PAPER on “The Architect and the 
*™ Structural Engineer” was given by 
Mr. CHARLES Munro, ARIBA, at a meet- 
ing of the Northern Ireland Branch of 
the Institution of Structural Engineers 
held at Belfast recently. We take the fol- 
lowing extracts from Mr. Munro’s 
remarks: 

Throughout the ages the-architect has 
always been known as the “master 
builder.” Indeed, in earlier days he not 
only conceived the design of the building 
but led the team who carried out the 
actual building work. But in more recent 
times building has become so compli- 
cated and elaborate a process that in this 
country at least the architect has had 
recourse to a whole host of auxiliaries. 

Now the engineer first appeared as the 
ingenious man who could “think up” 
devices for helping to defeat an enemy. 
In the course of time his ingenuity was 
employed in all directions both in war 
and peace and inevitably it was directed 
to the structural aspect of building. So 
that you will not be surprised to find him 
amid the host of architectural auxiliaries 
among whom, as far as we are concerned 
tonight, he takes pride of place. 

Now, following the advent of Mr. 
Nervi, there may be some misguided 
enough to suggest that the structural ele- 
ment in a building must always decide its 
form and consequently that the structural 
engineer should be the * master builder ” 
with the architect relegated to the part 
of structural auxiliary. 

Brilliant Exceptions 

Undoubtedly we have exceptions in 
men like Nervi and Lloyd-Wright who 
were both trained as engineers and later 
took over the functions of the architect 
and even builder, with brilliant success. 

Truly they are indeed “ master 
builders ” in every sense of the term. But 
only, I suggest, because they developed 
as “ natural” architects. 

In the general run of building in this 
country, there is no question about ‘the 
architect being recognised as the “ master 
builder.” As such he is the composer of 
the architectural piece combined with 
conductor of the architectural orchestra. 
The builder is the leader of the orchestra 
and the instrumentalists are the sub- 
contracters. 

I suppose the quantity surveyor would 
count the “takings.” But I don’t really 
know what part can be assigned to the 
structural engineer in this metaphor; per- 
haps we might concede he was the in- 
genious inventor of musical notation. If 
architecture is “frozen music” then the 
structurai engineer largely helps to 
freeze it! 

When the architect is confronted with 
the problem of designing a building he 
first has to study all the conditions im- 
posed by the client’s requirements, by his 
knowledge of building materials and 
structure, by building by-laws and other 


restrictions, by the site and of course by 
cost. 

Out of all this amorphous material an 
idea is born and this he proceeds to 
crystallise in ever-increasing sharpness of 
detail until his plans and specifications 
are complete and ready for the builder to 
produce physically in three dimensions. 

Somewhere along this path of evolu- 
tion, the architect approaches the struc- 
tural engineer for advice and assistance. 
It is during this period of consultation 
that the architect expects to get the full 


benefit of the specialised experience 
and resources. of the _ structural 
engineer. The latter with his fuller 


knowledge of the behaviour of structural 
materials and their mathematical charac- 
teristics is the exponent of applied 
science: being chiefly responsible for the 
safety of the structure, he is naturally 
chary of departing from well-trodden 
mathematical paths. He is more con- 
cerned with calculation than with appear- 
ance. 


Difference in Outlook 


This difference in outlook is best made 
clear, I think, in the saying “ The work 
of the engineer makes it possible for us 
to remain alive in civilisation. But the 
work of the architect should make us 
glad to be alive! ” 

It has often enough been said that for 
best results, the architect, structural 
engineer and builder should be rolled 
into one person. But as conditions have 
developed in our country, the architect 
operates within the confines of a separate 


profession. Even the structural engineer 
is separated into’ consultant § and 
* builder.” 


Taking things as they are then the 
nearest to the ideal is a collaboration as 
close and integrated as if two at least of 
the parties were one. 

Consequently, what the architect really 
requires is not only a skilled structural 
engineer but an imaginative one. He 
desires more than help from a “ human 
calculating machine ’—he desires sym- 
pathy and understanding in his attempt 
to endow his building with a quality 
arising from his own aesthetic sensibility. 

To get this closer association it would 
seem necessary to “catch them young” 
on their training ground. 

I would like to see the future architect 
and structural engineer trained together 
on a common course up to the point 
when specialisation would cause a natural 
diversion in concentration of interest— 
but always the aesthetic conception of 
building must be the goal and always the 
architect must be the conceiver of the 
idea and the guiding hand in its realisa- 
tion. 

Discussion 

The discussion opened with some light- 
hearted banter between architect visitors 
and some structural engineers. “ Astra- 
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gal” of The Architects’ Journal wag 
quoted several times, as was an editorial 
comment from The Builder of April 22 
1955, referring to the rebuilding of 
Wellington Barracks in Birdcage Walk 
London. ; 

Mr. WILKINSON, ARIBA, suggested it 
would be a good thing if structural engi- 
neers were given some training in the 
theory of architectural design, just as 
architects received training in the theory 
of structures. : 


Criticism of Training 

Mr. SIDWELL, AMICE, felt that the 
true exponents of any profession were 
the * naturals ” who had little connection 
with any school and that if for instance 
architects were to be trained in engineer- 
ing it should not be in the formal terms 
of bending moments and deflections but 
in the natural form of various types of 
structure. He felt there was no proper 
training for structural engineers in the 
universities and this was a great pity since 
it was the true profession of the “ build- 
ing engineer.” He asserted that the aver- 
age graduate in engineering knew little 
or nothing about building and that in this 
we were lagging far behind North 
America. 

Referring to Mr. Munro’s remarks on 
advanced reinforced concrete design on 
the Continent of Europe, he said that the 
technique had started there and spread 
outwards, and that so far we were only 
on the fringe. ; 

Summing up his own remarks he said 
that the true and inborn artist and the 
purely theoretical engineer were at the 
two ends of the scale, and in the middle 
were the hard core who required ade- 
quate training to whichever side of the 
centre line they found they had a lean- 
ing. He felt we should concentrate on 
the training and not lay too much stress 
on “qualifications”? which had little 
value beyond ensuring that there should 
be no really bad exponents. 

Mr. RuHopes, AMIStructE, thought 
there were misfits in both professions, 
and this could be attributed to their head- 
masters, who put their boys in for engi- 
neering because they were “good at 
arithmetic ” and into architecture because 
they were “ good at art”! 

Mr. Matcomson, MIStructE, quoted 
examples to show that basically every 
child could distinguish between right and 
wrong, good and bad, and that latently 
there was an appreciation and interest in 
good design in every man, but it was 
often submerged by the training he re- 
ceived. Even so he could not imagine a 
structural engineer designing any build- 
ing except perhaps a purely industrial 
structure without giving thought to its 
appearance and good looks. 

Mr. WILKINSON asked what were the 
views of the structural engineers on the 
desirability of expressing the form of 
structure in the design of a building. 

Dr. Doran, AMICE, said there were 
three main kinds of architect. * The first 
says to the structural engineer, ‘Hold that 
up for me by any means you like, but 
don’t let me see how you do it.’ The 
second tells him exactly how to do it, re- 
ducing him to the status of a calculating 
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machine. The third admits he doesn’t 
know and is pleased to learn.” He felt 
that the collaboration started too late. 
Once the plans had passed the local auth- 
orities there was little scope for alteration 
and the full value of partnership was 
lost. Codes of practice, local by-laws 
and planning regulations had the same 
stultifying effect. 

Mr. Rosperts, MIStructE, said the 
main value of the structural engineer was 
his ability to do for a dollar what any- 
one else could do for two, and he asked 
if the architect considered the cost of his 
buildings at all in the early stages. If he 
kept the structural engineer out until he 
had all his plans drawn, he could not get 
the most economical solution. He quoted 
examples to prove this, and Mr. MUNRO 
intervened to say that the cheapest solu- 
iion was not always the best. 

Mr. ROBERTS also asked why archi- 
tects to-day seemed to be always looking 
for larger and larger spaces with no vis- 
ible means of roof support, when as soon 
as they had it they broke it up into so 
many small spaces again. 

Dr. Doran said that a large school 
project costing say £m. might have a 
steel frame costing about as much as the 
windows, so that the structural engineer 
had small room for great economy. 

Mr. McCcure, AMIStructE, said that 
as the client called on the architect for 
his professional advice, he could not be 
said to be giving full value to his em- 
ployer if he failed to consult the struc- 
tural engineer at a stage where he could 
obtain the most economical scheme. 

Mr. Munro then introduced a discus- 
sion on the relative merits of steel and 
reinforced concrete building frames, and 
asked why there were so very few of the 
latter in Belfast and the North of Ireland 
generally. Most of the structural engi- 
neers who spoke felt this was because 
the architect called in his colleague too 
late, while some added that the steel 
erecting firms would give a design for 
nothing, while fees had to be paid to get 
a concrete design. 

Light Sections 

Other discussions were around the life 
of prestressed concrete, and the lightness 
of sections seen in concrete design on 
the Continent, which we did not seem 
to be able to get here. 

Mr. Munro succeeded in provoking 30 
contributions from members and visitors, 
and he intervened just sufficiently to keep 
things moving—resisting with an iron 
will a number of attempts to get him in- 
volved in insoluble problems. 

Certain definite views emerged, one 
being that the architect tended to call 
in the structural engineer too late to en- 
sure his best solution, and that the 
lamentable lack of reinforced concrete 
building frames in Northern Ireland was 
almost entirely due to this. Several mem- 
bers said they could show such frames to 
be theaper in many cases than steel 
frames. A point not mentioned by any 
speaker was that a reinforced frame 
would in most cases be put up by the 
main contractor, which obviated the 
delay—often long—when a steel erector 
had first possession of the site. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Pegging Prices 
To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR,—I would like to suggest to con- 
tractors that, considering the volume 
of work available and the way in which 
increased costs have been paid to them 
up to the present, it is now time for them 
to make a practical gesture towards peg- 
ging costs. 

For example, on current or proposed 
contracts of, say, £20,000—£30,000 in 
value, the coming increase of Id. per hour 
on wages could probably be borne with- 
out additional charge. Alternatively a 
set sum for this increase, or a scale of 
charges for any other possible increases, 
kept as low as possible (as, presumably, 
the estimate was), could be produced. 

This would enable the poor client to 
know what he would have to pay for this 
particular item. In addition, the contrac- 
tor would be saved the cost of preparing 
these claims and the client would be saved 
the quantity surveyor’s charges for in- 
vestigating them. 

GRAHAME BLACKBURN 
{Quantity Surveyor]. 

28, Cork-street, W1. 

**The remarks of Mr. L. J. Holloway, outgoing 

President of the LMBA, on this subject are 


on page 144, and editorial comment on page 
123.—Ep. 


Boys’ Clubs Appeal 
To the Editor of The Builder 


,IR,—An appeal on behalf of the 
National Association of Boys’ Clubs 
has recently been launched by Lord 
Chandos, and we have promised to assist 
him by appreaching friends in the build- 
ing industry for their help for a cause 
which we believe in and are supporting. 
We are writing to ask for the courtesy 
of your columns to indicate the object 
of the appeal! and to invite your readers 
to give it their support. 





PRICES CHART 
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** After looking at that chart 
all the year I’m looking for a 
holiday anywhere but in 
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These clubs are for boys in their early 
working years when they most need disci- 
pline, guidance and friendship during 
their leisure time. Unless they receive 
some kind of training during these im- 
pressionable years many waste them and 
deteriorate morally and physically, and 
some of them get into serious trouble. A 
strong fence at the top of a precipice is 
far better than a well-equipped 
ambulance at the bottom. It is also 
much cheaper because it costs about £365 
a year to train a boy in an Approved 
School or Borstal. A Boys’ Club does not 
cost more than £15 a year per boy, and 
is a remarkably sound fence. 

In a club boys meet together under wise 
leadership, work off their superfluous 
energy in competitive sport, are en- 
couraged to accept responsibility and take 
part in many useful activities. But for 
half the boys in this country the street 
corner is still the best attended club be- 
cause they have no other. This problem 
will become rapidly more serious because 
by the early 1960's the numbers of boys 
between 15 and 18 will be 30 per cent. 
greater than it is to-day. It is for this 
reason that the National Association of 
Boys’ Clubs is raising a fund from which 
to supplement local money-raising funds 
for new Boys’ Clubs, especially in new 
housing areas. Once the club is estab- 
lished it is largely self-supporting. 

Boys’ clubs help boys to become good 
husbands, good fathers, good workers and 
good citizens and we hope, therefore, that 
we can count on the enthusiastic support 
of all firms and organisations in the 
building industry for this great cause. 

Donations should be sent to: The 
National Association of Boys’ Clubs, 17, 
Bedford-square, London, WC1. Deeds of 
Covenant are, of course, particularly 
valuable as the Association can recover 
income tax. The appropriate forms can 
be sent on request. 

ASHCOMBE, Chairman, Holland 
& Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. 


Harvey G. Frost, President, 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 


The Haymarket Theatre 
To the Editor of The Builder 


*I1R.—May I comment on “ Scribe’s ” 
Architectural Memories in the corre- 
spondence column of your issue of 
December 30. Your correspondent says 
Verity reconstructed the interior of the 
Haymarket Theatre, but I can only add 
that if this is so, my old master Romaine 
Walker did it again somewhere about the 
year 1913. 

I worked on the job myself and re- 
member particularly the introduction of 
a foyer at the back of the dress circle and 
a very entertaining argument with a lot 
of officials about the mirrors on the walls. 
Also a very dusty survey by one of my 
colleagues, A. E. Bullock, of the con- 
struction over the top of the stage, whilst 
rehearsals were in pregress beneath. The 
ground floor was reseated at that time 
and R.W. himself designed a simple and 
charming monogram for the carpet 
pattern. 

F. R. Jettey [ARIBA]. 


15, Upland-road, Sutton, Surrey. 
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PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 


A Current “ Builder” Review 
; aoe follows the third in the quarterly series, inaugurated in 
July last, whereby figures of productivity in the building industry, 
compiled by the Ministry of Works’ Statistical Department and kindly 


made available to * The Builder, 


are used as a basis for analysis. 


They show how, once again, building prices have continued to rise in 
keeping with the general inflationary spiral. 


[N our issue of October 14 (p. 638) we 
: described the origin of the figures 
which are presented in the accompany- 
ing tables and charts. They have now 
been extended for a further quarter 
(the price indices for the last quarter of 
1955 being rough estimates only), 
and some of the figures for the earlier 
quarters of 1955 have been revised. 
Table “A” has yet to reach its full use- 
fulness, because the changes it shows are 
to a considerable extent seasonal, and it 
is impossible, therefore, to discern the 
trends until we have figures for the same 
quarter in successive years. The year 
1955, beginning with a_ moderately 
severe winter and continuing with an 
exceptionally fine summer, was one in 
which the normal seasonal movements 
might well be exaggerated. When, 
therefore, we see that in non-housing 
work materials input was 18 per cent. 
higher, per man-month, in the _ third 
quarter as compared with the first, and 
that net output per man-month was 7 
per cent. higher, this must not be inter- 
preted as a phenomenal acceleration in 
productivity. Materials input and net 
output in the first quarter were probably 
exceptionally low. 

What the table does reveal, however, 
is the much greater rate of growth in 
non-housing work, compared with hous- 
ing and repair work. The rate of ap- 
proval for both industrial and educa- 
tional building has continued high, and 
the amount under construction is there- 
fore likely to climb for some time yet. 
The effect of recent Government 
measures on housing work will, of 
course, only appear in the figures slowly 
over many months to come. 

The price comparisons of table “B” 
can be put to more immediate use. As 
explained last quarter, the prices of 
building work are found by comparing 
the actual value of work done with the 
sum of net output and materials input 
at “constant prices”; and the calcula- 
tion of net output at constant prices con- 
tains an assumption about changes in 
productivity, namely that it is propor- 
tional to the usage of materials per 
worker, the seasonal changes being ig- 
nored. It is this last point which explains 
the discrepancy noted by a reader in a 
letter to The Builder of October 28 
(p. 719); within 1955 output per man- 
hour has increased faster than earnings, 
and labour costs have fallen, but since 
this is believed to be a seasonal move- 
ment it has not been carried into table 
“B.” The relation between the two sets 
of figures will become clearer when they 
have run for a longer period. 

It can be seen from table “B” that 
the price of the output of the building 
and civil engineering industry, after be- 
ing constant or falling from 1952 to 


early 1954, has since been rising under 
the joint impulse of the rises in materials, 
prices and in wages. The rise has ex- 
ceeded that of the general index of whole- 
sale prices, which is an index of the 
price of ‘the output of manufactured 
products, other than fuel, food and 
tobacco; but the building price index has 
kept closely in step with the retail price 


index, which of course includes the 
effects of fuel and food price rises. There 
is so far no. significant difference 


between the price trends for the different 
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categories of building work. 

So far this is familiar past history; but 
what is going to happen in 1956? The 
close agreement of the various building 
and non-building price indices over the 
past two years is typical of a period of 
general inflation, in which price and 
wage increases are so widespread that the 
effect on one industry is much the same 
as the effect on another. Three years 
ago building might have struck out a 
trend of its own, for, in response to the 
greater freedom of materials, produc- 
tivity in building was probably then ris- 
ing much faster than in other industries, 
But this period has ended; we can look 
forward (one hopes) to a steady rise in 
productivity as a result of better plan- 
ning and better methods, but not to more 
than the 3 to 5 per cent. per annum 
achieved by industry in general. 

Now throughout the post-war period 
earnings in British industry have risen 
considerably faster than basic wage- 


TABLE A 


OUTPUT OF THE BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 


INDUSTRY IN 


GREAT BRITAIN (excluding direct work of Public Authorities) 








Values at 1955 First Quarter 


Indices, 1955 I 100 


























Actual prices: | (constant prices) 
value of |/— _ |, ——_____—_—_— — 
gross Gross Net | Input of | | Materials Net 
output output output materials || Gross input per | Output per 
| || output man- man- 
£mn. £mn. | £mn £ mn. month month 
TABLE 1—New housing work 
1955 I | as 123 | 56 67 100 100 | ~~ 100 _- 
it | 137 134 | 60 | 73 108 107 | 105 
IIT | 142 137} 61 TT dil es 106 
TABLE 2—New non-housing work 
1955 1 131 131 | 63 | 68 ~ 100 100 100 
iI 151 148 | = 70 77 113 108 106 
Ill 167 161 74 87 || ~—s:123 18 | 107 | 
TABLE 3—Repair and maintenance work 
1955 1 “eT £8 T fF tlhUCSZThUCTrhChChCUrh 100 100 
II 91 | 89 | 62 | 27 109 106 106 
Ill 93 CO 90 | 63 | ay 110 102 105 __ 
TABLE 4—AlI// building and civil engineering work 
1955 | | 336 || 336 | 176 | 160 — 100 * * 
II 379 370 192 178 110 ” - 
II] 402 387 197 190 115 - *: 


~ * Omitted as possibly ‘misleading; changes might be due to changes in the proportions of the 


types of work. 


TABLE B—PRICE COMPARISONS 


All (Materials, Building | 
building for labour All | 


materials housing | per man-|| build- | 

hour ing | 

1952... 9 97 | 88 98 | 
W993. 35. 97 96 93 | 97 
1954... 97 97 oT f 97 
1954 1) 9% 9 | 95 || 96 
II a7 ae oe rn 97 
Iii 98 98 | 99 | 98 
IV 99 99 |; 99 99 
1955 I 100 100 100 100 
II 101. | «(101 104 102 
Itt | 103 103 105 104 
IV 104 104 105 105 





Index numbers (1955 First Quarter = 100) of the prices of: 


Output price indices \| 


: = Manu- 

| New Repair | factures, 
Hous- | non- and ‘wholesale’ Retail 
ing | housing! main- price prices 

work work | tenance index 
100 | 98 | 97 100 93 
97 97 96 98 96 
98 98 97 98 98 
96 96 96 98 96 
97 98 97 98 97 
98 99 98 99 99 
99 99 99 99 99 
100 100 100 100 100 
102 102 102 101 101 
104 104 103 102 103 
105 105 104 103 105 











(The line beneath 1954 IV shows that the building price series on the new basis are linked on 


to those on the old basis at 1955 I.) 
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rates. Thus in the autumn of 1955 retail 
prices were 41 per cent. higher than in 
1948, wages of men 45 per cent. higher, 
but earnings of men at least 60 per cent. 
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ment of more hours at overtime rates, 
but partly also to the offer by employers 
of various inducements above the basic 
wage-rate. The gap between earnings 





















































higher. This divergence between wages and prices is of course a measure of the 
and earnings is due partly to the pay- higher standard of living which (for the 
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most part at least) has been earned by 
higher productivity. It is therefore 
natural for earnings to rise faster than 
prices, and in fact they have done so in 
practically every period since 1948. 

If we examine wages in relation to 
prices—still looking at industry in 
general, and not simply at building— 
one can see very clearly the leap-frog 
action produced by successive rounds of 
wage claims and price adjustments. Thus 
in the winter of 1953-4 wages were ris- 
ing twice as fast as prices; in the summer 
of 1954 more slowly than prices; in the 
winter of 1954-5 more than three times 
as fast; in the summer of 1955 little more 
than a third as fast. We have just passed 
through a period in which prices have 
been adjusting themselves to last year’s 
wage claims; we now face the new wage 
claims which are the inevitable result of 
that adjustment. 

Looking at the figures for 1954 and 
1955 in table “ B,” therefore, one can 
see that the building industry is vulner- 
able. Over that period prices have not 
only caught up with wages—they have 
caught up with earnings per hour, which 
means that over that period the building 
worker has only been able to share in 


greater prosperity by working longer 
hours. It can be argued, of course, that 


he got his share earlier: but it will be 
surprising if, by mid-1956, the earnings 
figure has not advanced substantially 
more than retail prices. If the NFBTO 
gets half what it is asking for this month, 
and if the rise in building materials 
prices slows down, it is a fair guess that 
the price index for “all building” will 
be 107 or 108 in the summer of 1956. 
The concession of the full demands from 
the NFBTO and the general unions, to- 
gether with a continued rise in materials 
costs of 1 per cent. per quarter, would 
seem (even if one is optimistic about pro- 
ductivity) to suggest a price index of 110 
to 112 by the summer. Between these 
estimates, the building owner must find 
what cold comfort he can. 


OBITUARY 
R. L. CBE, MA, P-PIOB 


It is with deep regret that we record the 
death of Mr. R. L. Roberts, past-President 
of the LMBA (1928), past-President of the 
Institute of Builders, chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of Technical Institutions, 1930-31, 
and former partner in the firm of L. H. and 
R. Roberts. He was 80. 

Robert Lewis Roberts was one of the 
great figures in the building industry. Edu- 
cated at Merchant Taylors’ School and the 
Queen’s College, Oxford. he entered his 
father’s firm of building contractors on 
coming down from the university and 
remained with them until he retired in 1948. 
His greatest interest, however, lay in tech- 
nical education and especially in the work 
of the Institute of Builders and the Northern 
Polytechnic of which latter body he had 
been on the governing body since 1914 and 
chairman since 1924. He was twice Presi- 
dent of the Institute of Builders, from 1931- 
32 and again in 1947-48. His unsurpassed 
knowledge of technical education was put at 
the service of the Spens Committee of 
which he was a member. He was appointed 
CBE in 1939 in recognition of his work for 
technical education. 


Roberts, 
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View of the main entrance from Persby-road. 





Post Office at Heswall, Cheshire 


ERIC BEDFORD, CVO, ARIBA, Chief Architect, MoW 


J. O. STEVENS and H. G. SWANN, AA.RIBA, Senior Architects, MoW 


Senior Engineer, MOW 
R. A. LORTON 


THE building is planned at two levels because of 

differences in the original site levels and the 
existence of a sandstone formation close to the 
surface. A parcels conveyor has therefore been 
installed between the public office and the sorting 
office at the upper level. 

The building is partly constructed of load-bearing 
brickwork and partly steel framed, and is faced 
with sand-faced bricks with cast stone facing. 
Copings are of natural stone, windows of steel and 
roofs mainly asphalt—but with insulating tile 
roof over the public office. 

The public office has been designed to give 
maximum natural lighting and quiet operating 
conditions. The ceiling is perforated acoustic 
tile, painted oyster. An acoustic canopy has also 
been provided over the counter, formed of 
moulded Ramin strips, set half an inch apart 
with a backing of Fibreglass quilt. Wall panelling 
and counter front is pencil stripe sapele mahogany, 
remaining walls plaster painted pastel pink with 
“blueberry” behind counter at either end. 
Metal windows and notice-boards are painted a 


Builders 
TYSONS (CONTRACTORS), LTD. 


pearl colour. The floor is of grey in situ terrazzo 
with }-in. brass strip on a diaper pattern. 

The counter screen is armourplate glass _per- 
forated with speaking holes and slots for handing 
packets to the counter assistant, with fittings of 
aluminium anodised satin silver. The doors on the 
staff side are faced with aluminium matting sheet, 
with aluminium trim to resist damage from steel 
counter trays which are carried through them. 

The notice-board over the counter is faced 
with Lancaster cloth in three colours—red, grey/ 
green, and yellow—with plastic ietters of contrast- 
ing colour to indicate sections of post office 
business. The cloth is fixed over cork facing to 
allow of easy rearrangement of the lettering if 
required. Lighting fittings over the public office 
are satin silver aluminium with tungsten lighting. 
Over the staff working space the ceiling is “ egg- 
crate’’ construction with fluorescent fittings 
above. This ceiling allows of the passage down- 
wards of light from the roof lights above and from 
the lighting fittings, and of the upward passage 
of air for ventilation. 
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conveyor cupb'd 
REGS roof lights over 
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ine of egg crate ceiling SERV i N'G 
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parcels plate glass counter sc 


rads é litter baskets under writing shelf 


Plan of public hall and serving counter. 


Incorporated in the scheme are poster frames on 
one end wall, a notice frame on the lobby enclosure, 
built-in blotter pads on the writing shelf with 


built-in litter baskets under, and also at the end of 


the counter. 
The sub-contractors and suppliers were as 
follows: 


Structural steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd.; 
tanking, Val de Travers Asphalte Co., Ltd.; concrete floors 





sseiahamatatininiaii 
See rad under 





and roofs,{Frazzi, Ltd.; buff mixture facing bricks, Blockley 
Brickworks; dark brown machine-made facing bricks, 
Proctor and Lavender, Ltd.; cast stone, Pearson Brothers 
and Campbell, Ltd.; asphalt roofing, Val de Travers 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; insulating tile roofing, Permanite, Ltd.; 
asphalt floors, Natural Rock Asphalte, Ltd.; terrazzo 
floor to public office, Carrara Marble Co. (Liverpool), 
Ltd.; patent glazing, Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd.; roof 
lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.; aluminium counter screen and 
radiator grilles, J. R. Pearson (Birmingham», Ltd.; luminous 
ceiling, Thorn Electrical Industries, Ltd.; windows and 





poster frames 


Cross section of public ehaek 
hall and serving counter. 


tel forms 


writing shelf 
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Interior of public office. 


doors, Rea Metal Casements (1932), Ltd., Liverpool; 
window controls, Arens Controls, Ltd.; boundary railings, 
W. H. Lunt and Co., Ltd.; radiator shelves, H. A. Harben 
and Co., Ltd:; bronze posting plate, The Lettering Centre, 
Ltd.; wrought iron balustrading, Bowman and Beddows, 
Ltd., Liverpool; public office lighting fittings, The Merchant 
Adventurers, Ltd.: external lighting fittings, Thorn Elec- 
trical Industries, Ltd., Simplex, Ltd., and Revo Electric 
Co., Ltd.; public office electric clocks, Baume and Co., 
Ltd.; heating installation, Young, Austen and Young, Ltd.; 
gas supply, North-Western Gas Board; acoustic ceiling in 
public office, Newalls Insulation Co., Ltd.; wall panelling 
and counter front, Bakers of Wycombe, Ltd., High 
Wycombe; letter baskets, William Mallinson and Sons; 
flush doors, Leaderflush, Ltd.; door furniture, locks, etc., 
Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd., Dryad, Ltd., and 
Gibbons Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; blinds to counter screen, 
Dean’s Blinds (Putney), Ltd.; Formica, De la Rue, Ltd.; 
Perspex, Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd.; Lancaster 
washable covering, James Williamson and Sons, Ltd.; 
paint suppliers, Leyland Paint and Varnish Co., Ltd., 
Leyland; external and internal lettering, The Lettering 
Centre; turfing and planting, Garden Crafts (Heswall), Ltd. 
The sub-contractors for the whole of the public office 
interior were Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Liverpool. 
The General Post Office was responsible for the electrical 
installations, telephones and parcel conveyor. 





Entrance lobby notice-board. POST OFFICE, HESWALL. CHESHIRE 
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General view, showing the ambulance entrance. 


January 2 


MEDICAL CENTRE, SHELL HAVEN REFINERY, ESSEX 


ALISTER MacDONALD, FRIBA, Architect 


Assistant Architect Quantity Surveyors 
E. D. MAIDMENT, ARIBA DAVSON & PRICHARD 
Consultant Electrical Engineers Builders 


E. WINGFIELD-BOWLES & PARTNERS JOHN LAING & SON, LTD. 
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HIS new medical centre is planned on 
the three-bank system to provide as 
compact a building as possible, and to 
facilitate the supervision of patients. The 
functional layout comprises three main 
units. These are a treatment department 
(including physiotherapy); a clinical in- 
vestigation department such as_pre- 
employment or re-checks; and a specialists’ 
service unit. The centre also includes a 
fully-protected ambulance bay to enable 
patients to be loaded and off-loaded under 
cover in all weathers. 

Construction : The building is a single- 
storey reinforced concrete frame structure 
planned to allow for future changes and 
disposition of rooms without major 
structural alteration. With this end in 
view, it incorporates a horizontal window 
which is continuous along two sides and 
allows for the removal and remounting of 
non-structural walls against any window 
mullion. The flat roof is of reinforced 
concrete slabs, from the underside of 
| which hangs a Frenger ceiling, consisting 
of 2-ft. aluminium perforated trays. This 
false ceiling system contains the heating 
and mechanical services and a 2-in. sound- 
absorbing quilt of glass wool. Also let 
into this ceiling are flush, dust-free light 








fittings. 
External walls, insulated by wood wool 
slabs, are mainly reinforced concrete walls Above: External view of the 
and metal window panels giving a flush main entrance. Below: View 
internal face. The exterior rc columns of the main entrance hall, 
are bush-hammered. which has a_ push-button 
The partitions are of two types. Plastered reception panel — flush- 


block partitions have been used in toilet mounted on wall. 
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areas and part of the radiography depart- 
ment, where the basic plan is unlikely to 
be affected by future changes. Pre- 
plastered sectional partitions have been 
used where the planning may be changed. 
The advantages of the latter type of 
partition are the saving of time and the 
avoidance of cracks and crevices sometimes 
associated with dry construction. The 
X-ray room also incorporates one barium- 
plastered wall for protective purposes. 

In the X-ray department the reinforced 
concrete floor is finished in rubber. 
Elsewhere, thermo-plastic and PVC tiles. 

Heating is by hot water from a calorifier 
(fed by steam from the refinery) used in 
conjunction with the sub-ceiling system. 
The radiography department is artificially 
ventilated to six changes per hour and the 
air in the male and female patients and staff 
lavatories is mechanically extracted. All 
sterilisers are electrically heated. 

Lighting : Top sighting has been used 
for the physiotherapy room, staff and 
patients’ lavatories, corridors, and where 
privacy is desirable, or in rooms. that 
contain cubicles for treatment purposes. 

The artificial lighting consists of a 
mixture of fluorescent and tungsten light- 
ing. The lighting fittings themselves are 
designed to fit flush with the suspended 
ceiling and give an even light throughout. 

Colour: The colour schemes were 
designed in relation to the medical function 
of the room concerned, and also to the size 
and shape of the rooms themselves. For 
example, examination room walls are 
predominantly grey, ophthalmic rooms 
mainly green, and the entrance hall and 
corridors designed in brighter colours to 
give a stimulating effect. Low tone 
colours have been used in the corridors 
and comparatively long rooms to make 
them appear shorter—a general feeling of 
compactness to the building. The colour 
schemes also include consideration of the 
colour and surface of such materials as 
tiled walls, vitrolite splash-backs to sanitary 
fittings, rubber curtains to cubicles and 
the sanitary fittings themselves. 

The building, which replaces a smaller 
medical centre, took approximately 10 
months to construct, being completed by 
September, 1955. The contract price was 
£33,000, which represents an overall cost 
in the region of £5 per ft. super. 

Sub-contractors and suppliers were: Electrical 
work, D. Aldridge; light fittings, Courtney Pope; 
metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co.; 
heating and_ ventilating installation, Young 
Austen and Young; Bison precast roofing slabs, 
Concrete, Ltd; suspended ceilings, Frenger 
Ceilings; thermoplastic, vinyl and rubber flooring, 
Semtex; garage doors, P. C. Henderson; paint, 
International Paints; sanitary fittings, John 
Bolding: drum steriliser, W. H. Bailey and Son; 
lab fittings, Baird and Tatlock; ironmongery, 
Dennis Waring; blinds, J. Avery, and roof water- 
proofing, Evode. 





Top left: The treatment room. 

Left: Internal view of one of the 

corridors and panel lighting from 
the ceiling. 
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Reconstruction of Shops to Form Showrooms, 


HE problem here was to convert three old shops 


I Architects 
in the High-street into a showroom, while 


Exterior subsequent to con- 
version. The plaques, sym- 
bolising the activities of the 
firm—lighting, agricultural 
engineering and ironmongery 
—are by Ifor Thomas and 
are cast in aluminium and 
stove enamelled. 


Colchester 


. . nee MOORE SIMPSON & CLEVERLEY 
allowing business to be carried on during alterations, IN & CLEVERLEY 


which were further complicated by the fact that each ; 
house had different floor levels. The illustrations show _ Builders 
how successful the work has been. The quantity 
surveyors were Messrs. Fleetwood, Buss and Anns. 








HENRY EVERETT & SON 


SSS 





Main sub-contractors 
were: a 
Heating, hot water, electrical \ 
services and gas services, H. E. ss | 
Williams and Co., Ltd.; roofing. - | 
William Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; tie ae 
strip flooring, Hollis  Bros.; is | 
standard and special casements, s a | 
W. James and Co., Ltd.; = | 
lettering, The Lettering Centre; —="s qf tS | 
paints and distempers, British u 4 
Paints, Ltd.; terrazzo, Marriott 
and Price, Ltd.; steelwork, 
Aston Construction Co., Ltd.; 1) 
cast stone, Saunders of Ipswich; a 
ironmongery, Yannedis, Ltd.; csownoom| 
shop fitting, Henry Everett and ae 
Son; and shop blinds, Tidmarsh 34 = 7 
and Sons. meEes | Pe 
. 
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| | 
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Photo: “ The Weekly Scotsman.” 


HOUSES FOR LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS 


Work by the Scottish Special Housing Association 


HE Scottish Special Housing Associa- the Northern Lighthouse Board, on 
tion. Ltd., which is a Government- whose behalf it has undertaken the 
financed body with its head office in erection of a total of 82 houses during 
Edinburgh, includes among its many the past six years. Some of the houses 
activities the design and erection of are located in remote and isolated coastal 
houses for Government departments or areas and the schemes already completed 
quasi - Government bodies. The comprise 20 houses at Pulpit Hill, Oban; 
Association acts as agent for such 16 at Muirhouse, Granton, Edinburgh; 12 
departments, who own and maintain the at Stromness, Orkney; four at Lerwick, 
houses on completion. Shetland; four at Portree, Isle of Skye: 
Amongst the bodies for whom the three at Fair Isle (replacing houses 
Association has acted in this manner is destroyed by enemy bombing); four at 





cs ? 
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Houses for lighthouse keepers at Stromness, Orkney. Houses of the same design 
have been built at Lerwick, Portree and Oban. 
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Lighthouse keepers’ houses, Fair Isle, between Orkney and Shetland. 


Lamlash, Arran, Bute; four at Girvan, 
Ayrshire, and four at Campbeltown, 
Argyllshire. Schemes are proceeding a 
Bowmore, Islay, Argyllshire, and Rattray 
Head, Aberdeenshire, while it is antic: 
pated that work will shortly start on sites 
at Holborn Head, Caithness, Cantick 
Head, Orkney, and Devaar _ Island, 
Argyllshire. 


The houses are for occupation by light: 
house keepers and their families and are 
erected on sites as convenient to the light- 
house as is possible. The nature of the 
duties performed by the lighthouse 
keepers has imposed, in certain cases, 
special requirements on the planning oi 
the houses, and a series of plans has been 
designed by the Association in collab- 
oration with officers of the Board to mee! 
the conditions arising on the various sites 
involved. In some cases the supervision 
of the erection of the houses was under- 
taken by the Association’s own Siali 
architects; in others the Association 
engaged architects in private practice to 
act in this connection, these architects 
being Messrs. A. A. Foote and Son, 
F/ARIBA, Edinburgh; Mr. _ Leslit 
Grahame - MacDougall, RSA, FRIBA, 
FRIAS, Edinburgh and Oban; Messt. 
Wilson, Hamilton and Wilson, ARIBA. 
Motherwell and Glasgow: Mr. H. | 
Matheson, ARIAS, Dingwall; M.. 
J. A. D. Paton, FRIAS, Largs; Mr. Jas 
C. Robertson, ARIBA, ARIAS, Edit: 
burgh; and Mr. Leo Durnin, ARIBA. 
FRIAS, Aberdeen. The architects com 
cerned acted in close collaboration wil 
technical officers of the Association an 
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of the Board, whose Chief Architect is 
Mr. J. Austen Bent, DipITP (Leeds), 
ARIBA, AMTPI. 


A Unique Scheme 


A unique scheme was carried out at 
Fair Isle, between Orkney and Shetland. 
This island measures approximately 
three and a half miles long by three- 
quarters mile wide, and the only land- 
ing places for boats are a small stone jetty 
at the North Haven and one small jetty 
at the South Haven. The rest of the 
coastline consists of precipitous rocks 
some 50-200 ft. high. As a result of the 
extreme isolation of the site and the 
extraordinary difficulties likely to be 
encountered in the erection of these 
houses, the competitive tenders were too 
high to warrant acceptance, and _ ulti- 
mately a special form of contract was 
arranged with a contractor operating in 
Shetland. The work was undertaken 
at net cost plus a management fee which 
was arranged in such a manner that the 
Board’s total liabilities could not exceed 
a stipulated figure. This contract opera- 
ted quite satisfactorily and resulted in a 
saving to the Board. 

All materials for the erection of the 
houses had to be brought to the island. 
living quarters for the men required to be 
erected, and all foodstuffs, drink, 
tobacco, bedding, cutlery and other re- 
quirements for living were shipped to 
the island for the men’s use. As the men 
were on the island continuously for six 
weeks Or more at a time, considerable 
quantities of these commodities were in- 
volved. All daylight hours were worked 
by the men, as it was necessary to make 
the maximum progress during the build- 
ing season. 


Transport by Boat 


During the first summer the walls and 
roofs were constructed and made wind- 
and water-tight. The job was then com- 
pletely closed down for the winter 
months. During the second season the 
erection of the houses was completed. In 
all, it is estimated that a total of 180 tons 
of materials were brought to the island in 
connection with the work. All surplus 
plant, tools, etc., which were of further 
use were brought back. As steamers 
carrying building material could not tie 
up to the North Haven jetty because of 
shallow water and had to stand some 200 
yards off-shore every item had to be off- 
loaded to “flit-boats” (large rowing 
boats) and towed to the jetty. Latterly a 
boat with an outboard motor was shipped 
to the island to expedite the landing. 

In another of the schemes — Devaar. 
Argyllshire — which is situated on an 
island in the Bay of Campbeltown, the 
site can be reached over a sandy spit only 
at low tide and loads of material will 
have to be restricted to certain weights, 
While at Cantick Head on the Island of 
Hoy, Orkney, the site is so remote that 
it involves two sea journeys. 

The Association’s wide experience in 
erecting houses for the Forestry Com- 
Mission in isolated sites has been of great 
benefit in dealing with remote schemes 
for the Northern Lighthouse Board. 
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Detail view of houses at Fair Isle. 
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Houses at Lerwick, Shetland Isle. Site Architects ; A. A. Foote & Son§F/ARIBA. 
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News of the Week 
Aldridge’s To Go 
Q)NE of the last links with the age of 

the horse is about to disappear. 
Aldridge’s horse repository in the upper 
part of St. Martin’s-lane is being 
demolished to make way for the 14- 
storey shop and office buiiding, to be de- 
signed, as mentioned in our issue of 
January 13, by Messrs, Basil Spence and 
Partners. 

Established in 1753 (13 years before 
Tattersall’s) and named after its original 
proprietor, Aldridge’s was the principal 
London market for all kinds of horses, 
except racers, from the humble animal 
who drew the milkman’s float or the 
butcher’s high-wheeled box cart to the 
hunter and the high-stepping pair of 
matching greys which might be seen 
parading in Hyde Park or waiting 
restively in Bond-street. 

Horse-drawn vehicles, which were of 
considerable variety, travelling coaches, 
post-chaises, broughams, phaetons, lan- 
daus, dog-carts and the many kinds of 
tradesmen’s vans were also auctioned 
there, as were packs of hounds and, on 
one occasion, an elephant. In Regency 
times, the sale ring was used for veloci- 
pede racing, and probably this precursor 
of the bicycle, so popular with the 
““macaronis ” of the period, was made in 
the neighbourhood, Long Acre having 
been, until the present century, the centre 
of the carriage-making industry. 
Coventry Cathedral 

IT WAS ANNOUNCED from Buckingham 
Palace on January 9 that the Queen, 


accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, 
will lay the foundation stone of the new 


Coventry Cathedral on March 23. The 
architect for the new cathedral is Mr. 
Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, 
FRIBA. 


An Architect’s 21st 

SILVER-PLATED keys to the front door 
of 20, Gower-street were presented by 
his staff to Mr. Howard Lobb to mark 
the 2lst year of his commencing in pri- 
vate practice. The gift was made in an 
appropriate speech by the senior assistant 
Mr. Brian Leather, ARIBA, at a dinner 
he!d at the Trocadero on January II 
when about 70 members of the staff and 
consultants and friends foregathered to 
wish the firm good luck for the next 21 
years, before adjourning to the Garrick 
Theatre where a ripe and cheerful mood 
was caught and enhanced by the witty 
““La Plume de ma Tante.” Best wishes 
indeed to the firm and to Howard Lobb 
in particular in his sailing career, not in 
architecture only but in the races later 
in the year against the Scandinavians at 
Cowes where he has again been chosen 
to represent England. 
Franco-British Union 

AN EXHIBITION of drawings submitted 
by French and British students for the 
annual students’ competition organised 
by the Franco-British Union of Archi- 
tects, will be opened at the RIBA by HE 
the French Ambassador, M. Chauvel, at 
3.30 p.m. on Monday, January 23. The 
Ambassador will also present the winner 
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COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION OF BTE.— 
Annual general meeting followed by Luncheon 
(1.15 p.m.), The Connaught Rooms, WC2. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24 

HfousinG _CENTRE.—‘ Flying Freeholds—the 
Selling of Freehold Flats,” by Mr. Ambrose 
Appelbe, MA, LL.B, 13 Suffolk-street, SWI, 
6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS AND 
INTERIOR DesIGNerS. — ‘“* The Value of 
Museums to Designers,’ by Mr. P. Floud, CBE. 
College of Preceptors, 2 Bloomsbury-square, 
WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
EmpLoyers.—Annual dinner, with Mr. Patrick 
Buchan-Hepburn, Minister of Works, as_prin- 
cipal guest. Dorchester Hotel, London. 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
EmPLoyers.—Annual general meeting. __ Liver- 
pool-Victoria Friendly Society Building, 
Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 10.30 a.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—** An Archi- 
tect Visits Brazil, Venezuela and Mexico,’’ by 
Mr. Gordon Graham, ARIBA. 36 Bedford- 
square, WCl. 8 p.m. 

_ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual Exhi- 
bition of Photographs by Members. 36 
Bedford-square, WClI, until February 17. 
(Monday to Friday—10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays 
—10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. 
** Steelwork in Transit Shed 102 Southampton 
Docks,” by Mr. F. M. Bowen and Mr. B. E. S. 
Belgrave-street, SWI. 


Ranger. 11. Upper 


6.30 p.m. 





of first place with the Union’s cheque for 
£25 and medals to other competitors. 

The placings of British students in the 
1955-56 Competition are as follows: 1.— 
R. H. A. Verspyck (Bartlett School); 2.— 
R. Cronshaw (University of Sheffield); 
3.—A. J. Mole (Bartlett School); and 4.— 
Miss B. Wal‘thouse (Bartlett School). 
Honourable Mention: Messrs. Burnett 
(Leeds School); Birnbaum, and Ericson 
(Bartlett School). The subject was “A 
Neighbourhood Unit for a New Town.” 
First-Floor Car Parking 

Work recently began on an eight- 
storey office building in Shaftesbury 
Avenue, utilizing the whole of the site 
between Greek-street and Frith-street, 
W, next to the Palace Theatre. It will 
be called Wingate House. The architects 
are Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners, 
and the contractors for the initial works 
are Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd. 

In the basement there will be a cinema, 
seating 750 people, to be known as the 
Paris Cinema. There will be shops on 
the ground floor, and on the first floor 
a car park, reached by means of a ramp 
in Romilly-street at the back of the build- 
ing. 

It is believed that this is the first time 
in London that the LCC requirement that 
new commercial buildings shall provide 
car-parking space within the area of their 
site has been met by placing it on the 
first floor. The advantages of this ar- 
rangement are that mechanical ventila- 
tion is not necessary and that many of 
the fire regulations that apply to base- 
ment garages and car parks are avoided. 


NFBTE Annual Dinner 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 


January 


20 1956 


will take place at the Dorchester Hotel 
London, on Tuesday, January 24, The 
toast of “Her Majesty’s Government” 
will be proposed by Mr. Harvey G. Frost 
OBE, of Bury St. Edmunds, President 
and The Rt. Hon. Patrick Buchan. 
Hepburn, MP, Minister of Works, wil] 
respond. The toast of “The Guests” 
will be proposed by Mr. Nigel Hannep, 
of London, Senior Vice-President, and the 
reply will be given by. Mr. Hugh Lyon, 
MC, MA, Director of the Public Schools 
Appointments Bureau. 


Bath House To Go 


BaTtH House, the late Georgian man- 
sion at the corner of Bolton-street, Pic. 
cadilly, is to be demolished to make way 
for a block of offices, with shops on the 
ground floor. It is understood that plan. 
ning consent has already been given in 
principle, the architects being Messrs, 
Lewis Solomon and Joseph, FF.RIBA. 


Appointment Open 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL jn- 
vite applications by February 18 for the 
post of County Architect. Salary £2,265 
rising to £2,520. Details advertised else- 
where in this issue. 


Appointment 


Mr. JOHN McRossie, ARIBA, princi- 
pal assistant architect to Devon County 
Council since 1950, has been appointed 
County Architect and Planning Officer 
for Radnorshire, in the place of Mr. 
Frank J. Edwards, who is retiring after 
a life-time service to the county authority. 


Professional Announcements 

Mr. J. Hatney, ARICS, AIQS, MRSanl, is 
now in private practice as a chartered quantity 
surveyor at 80 Kirkgate, Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
where he will be picased to receive trade cata- 
logues. 

The partnership of Messrs. Clarence E. Smart 
& Partners, quantity surveyors, carried on by 
Messrs. Clarence E. Smart and George C. 
Winton at 42, Theobalds-road, London, WCI, 
and Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Cathedral Gateway, 
Peterborough, Northants, has been dissolved 
by mutual consent as from December 31, 1955. 
The practice will be carried on by Mr. C. E. 
SMmarT at the above addresses, as previously. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, January 19, 1856 


METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WorkKs.—A 
meeting of this Board was held on Mon- 
day last, when it was resolved that the 
salary of the engineer to the Board 
should be £1,000 a year, including travel- 
ling and incidental expenses; and that 
of the accountant, £450, with the same 
conditions. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Concert Hall, Trinidad 


THe Community Centre Concert Hall 
Board of Trinidad have announced ao 
architectural competition for the desiga 
of a new building in the King George \ 
Park, Port of Spain. Estimated cost ol 
the first part of the scheme is $200,000. 
Designs are to be in by March 16, 1956. 
The competition has been approved by 
the RIBA. The assessor is Mr. Ronald 
Firth, ARIBA, 1, Edward-street, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Prospects of Heavy Pressure on 
Parliamentary Time-table 


From Our Parliamentary 
Correspondent 


MEMBERS of Parliament returning to 
4" Westminster next Tuesday (January 24) 
after their Christmas recess will be faced 
with the possibility of intense activity before 
the Government finally complete their pro- 
gramme at the end of the session. Parlia- 
ment is now approaching the season when 
financial matters begin to impinge more and 
more on the time-table, ending with the 
Budget and the Finance Bill—which always 
exact a large toll on the number of days 
generally available for discussion—and every 
Government is sooner or later confronted 
with the problem of trying to get a Par- 
jiamentary “quart” into the “pint pot” 
of the time-table. Usually they manage to 
get through, but the prospects for members 
are of anything but an easy time. 

In addition to the major contested 
measures now in varying stages of progress 
through both Houses, the Government will 
have to find time for at least two more 
highly controversial Bills. One, which the 
President of the Board of Trade hopes to 
introduce “as soon as possible after Parlia- 
ment reassembles,” will carry through their 
proposals to deal with the recommendations 
of the Monopolies Commission on restrictive 
practices and price-fixing. The other relates 
to the disposal of road haulage assets, and 
on neither can the Government hope to 
expect an easy passage. 

The duty of fitting the jigsaw puzzle 
together with the minimum of inconvenience 
and discomfort to members will fall on Mr. 
Butler as Leader of. the House. As Lord 
Privy Seal he will have the task of planning 
and conducting the Government’s legislative 
programme in the House for the next three 
or four years. Freed from his heavy depart- 
mental responsibility, in which he has shown 
conspicuous skill since the Conservatives 
came to power in 1951, he will have greater 
opportunity to assist in the entire review 
of Conservative policy which is expected to 
be completed before the next election. 


The New Chancellor 

As a co-ordinator for internal and 
financial policy Mr. Butler was succeeded 
by Mr. Harold Macmillan when the Prime 
Minister reshuffled his Government just 
before Christmas. Whether the translation 
presages any change in tthe Government’s 
monetary policy remains to be seen, but 
for the time being, at any rate, it would 
appear that Mr. Macmillan will follow in 
the footsteps of his predecessor, and his 
action to increase yet again the rate of 
interest for loans to local authorities indi- 
cates that there will be no relaxation in 
the credit squeeze policy. But Mr. Mac- 
millan is an individualist, who may well 
have ideas of his own. He is not everyone’s 
ideal as a Chancellor, but he brings to the 
office a record of achievement, enterprise 
and initiative, particularly as Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, when he 
redeemed the Government’s pledge to build 
300,000 houses in a year, that will stand 
him in good stead. 

It is expected that in their efforts to 
correct the unbalance of inflation the Gov- 
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ernment will offer encouragement to more 
industries to follow the example of the 
cement, brick and other concerns in pegging 
their prices for a period. Mr. Butler always 
believed that the upward trend in prices 
was something which only the law of supply 
and demand would correct. For that reason 
he rejected appeals by the Opposition for 
a system of price control, which, he argued, 
would inevitably lead to rationing. That 
proposal Labour members pooh-poohed, 
although in the autumn they were urging 
him to reimpose building licensing as a 
method of controlling unessential building. 
It will be interesting to see how much more 
is heard of this suggestion in the future. 


Housing Policy 

The main direction of the Government’s 
housing policy will still remain with Mr. 
Duncan Sandys, whose success in following 
the tradition set by Mr. Macmillan in 1951- 
52 has been quite marked. In this task he 
will be aided by a new Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Mr. Enoch Powell, who replaces Mr. 
William. Deedes, who has been transferred 
to a similar post at the Home Office. Mr. 
Sandys has plenty on his plate at the 
moment, being engaged in shepherding two 
difficult Bills through the House. 

One, the Housing Subsidies Bill, is not 
making as rapid progress as the Government 
would wish. It had been their intention to 
devote the first two days after the reassembly 
for further consideration of it in committee, 
but this plan was overtaken by events, and 
the first day has, at the insistence of the 
Opposition, been allocated to a debate on 
the disposal of surplus war stores. Conse- 
quently the Government will have to find 
another day for the subsidies Bill from the 
dwindling number available in the time- 
table. They have expressed anxiety about 
the inconvenience which may be caused to 
local authorities by any delay in its enact- 
ment. As Mr. Crookshank, then Leader 
of the House, pointed out on December 16, 
the last time the Bill was discussed by the 
House, only half the amendments to 
Clause 1 had been disposed of, and that, 
“taking the long view,” not much progress 
had been made. True, this clause contains 
the main principles of the Bill, but there 
are still others, relating to the Minister’s 
powers and the rate of subsidies, which 
have to be dealt with, and there is no sign 
that the Opposition have relaxed their deter- 
mination to fight this measure rigorously. 

The second measure, for which Mr. Sandys 
is responsible, is the Clean Air Bill, by 
which the Government intend to deal with 
the Beaver Committee’s recommendations 
on the prevention of pollution of the atmo- 
sphere. That measure was read a second 
time early in November, but is still awaiting 
the conclusion of consideration in standing 
committee of the hotly contested Road 
Traffic Bill before further progress can 
begin. It is not expected that this transport 
Bill will come out of the committee much 
before the middle of next month, so the 
prospects of the Clean Air Bill becoming 
law are getting as dim as the atmosphere 
it is intended to purify. 

Already Mr. Nabarro, who was a for- 
midable critic of the Bill when it was before 
the House, and whose private member’s 
Bill of last February caused the Govern- 
ment to take action in this matter, has been 
busy in turning his words then to deeds now; 
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to date he has tabled 69 amendments and 
four new clauses. One of those clauses 
defines the Minister’s duties in fostering 
knowledge and research in combating air 
pollution, and deals with local authority 
powers relating to the height of chimneys 
in new buildings, and a third would set up 
a Clean Air Council. In the last debate 
Mr. Nabarro said that if the clean air policy 
was to be effective such a council should be 
established as part of the legislative instru- 
ment, and not as an administrative action. 
The Government at that time were not in 
favour of a statutory body, although they 
considered that such a council should be set 
up, which the Ministers concerned could 
“consult about ways of effectively carry- 
ing out a clean air policy.” 

The council Mr. Nabarro proposes would 
have a chairman and not more than 12 
members. It would be an advisory body, 
assisting the Minister in connection with 
the exercise of his powers and duties in 
relation to clean air. The services of the 
Minister’s officials and servants would be at 
its disposal, and it would make an annual 
report to the Minister, who would present 
it to Parliament. 

In connection with the height of new 
chimneys it is proposed to give local 
authorities power to reject plans for the 
extension or erection of buildings unless 
they are satisfied that the heights shown in 
those plans are sufficient to prevent the 
chimneys being prejudicial to health or 
causing a nuisance. In taking such action 
the authorities would have to bear in mind 
the purposes of the chimneys, the position 
and description of the neighbouring build- 
ings, and the levels of neighbouring grounds. 

Among his amendments, Mr. Nabarro 
seeks to have the occupier of “ premises ” 
as well as “ buildings” guilty of an offence 
if dark smoke is emitted on any day. For 
any person found guilty of a subsequent 
offence under clause 1 he would have the 
fine increased from £10-to £100 and for a 
subsequent offence under clause 8 urges 
that the fine should be raised from £100 to 
£1,000. One provision for which there 
may probably be considerable support is 
that to reduce the period of dispensation to 
industrialists in which to effect modifications 
or improvements from seven to three years. 


Closing a Loophole 


The seven-year term met with sharp 
opposition and was characterised as a loop- 
hole through which some people might 
escape from the terms of the Bill. Mr. 
Sandys did point out that it had to be 
recognised that some period had to be 
allowed for industry to make its modifica- 
tions to equipment which was not capable 
of functioning without’ causing dark smoke. 
He was, however, prepared to consider 
making the appointed day the day after the 
Bill became law, and as Mr. Nabarro wants 
the period of dispensation to operate from 
the date of the passing of the Bill he might 
secure some concession. 

Another change which Mr. Nabarro wants 
is that which concerns the prevention of the 
emission of smoke from cooking and heat- 
ing in new buildings. By the Bill the pro- 
vision of such arrangements “as are calcu- 
lated to prevent as far as practicable” the 
emission of smoke would be permissive 
under building by-laws. Mr. Nabarro is 
not satisfied with this, and wants the require- 
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ment to be mandatory. He also desires 
io have the term “smoke controlled 
areas” changed to “smokeless areas.” 
The Minister at the second reading noted 
this conflict on terminology, but did not 
seem impressed, commenting that control 
areas would not be less effective than the 
smokeless zones set up in different cities by 
local Acts. 

The differences of view on these topics 
will be interesting when the Bill comes to 
committee, and if the promises of the 
Opposition as.expressed at an earlier stage 
are forthcoming then there is little doubt 
that the Bill will emerge a much stronger 
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measure. So far there have been no 
amendments from the Labour Party, who 
have had a working party engaged on in- 
vestigating the Bill and the problems 
involved in it. Until that inquiry is com- 
pleted they have naturally held their hand, 
but that is not to say that they are in com- 
plete agreement with the Bill, nor are the 
Government under any’ illusion about the 
task before them in bringing the recom- 
mendations of Sir Hugh Beaver and his 
committee into law. One thing is certain, 
there is no division of opinion about the 
urgency of cleaning the air: the differences 
are about the methods to be employed. 





HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
GRANTS 


Councils’ Recommendations 


DPDURING the last three months 34 grants 

for the preservation of historic build- 
ings or their contents have been made by 
the Minister of Works, acting on recom- 
mendations by the Historic Buildings Coun- 
cils for England, for Scotland and for 
Wales. 


The types of houses assisted range from 
small houses to ancestral country homes; 
and grants have been made, also, for repairs 
to pictures in valuable collections, for re- 
pair of furniture, for garden monuments, 
for a fine example of period gates, for a 
corn exchange, historic guild hall, and a dis- 
used church (to be put into use in connec- 
tion with architectural studies). Dr. John- 
son’s house in Gough-square, London, is 
also one of the buildings listed. The build- 
ings, for which grants totalling about 
£90,000 have been accepted by the owners, 
are :— 


England: Ebberston Hall, Scarborough, 
Yorks; Newby Hall, near Ripon, Yorks.; St. 
John’s Church, Ousebridge, York; Braham 
Park, Boston Spa, Yorks; Fulbeck Hall (en- 
trance gates), Grantham, Lincs; 62, 64 and 66, 
High-street, Hadleigh, Suffolk ; Salisbury Hall, 
Shenley, Herts ; Queen Hoo Hall, Tewin, Herts ; 
Holkum Hall, Norfolk ; 17, Gough-square, EC4; 


Salisbury House, Edmonton, N9; Uppark, 
Sussex. 
Loseley House, near Guildford, Surrey; 


Rousham House, Steeple Aston, Oxon; Aynhoe 
Park, near Banbury, Oxon.; Ashdown House, 
near Lambourn, Berks; Corn Exchange, Bland- 
ford Forum, Dorset; Creech Grange, Wareham, 
Dorset; Lacock Abbey, Wilts; Stourhead, 
Stourton, Wilts; East Lambrook Manor, near 
Yeovil, Somerset; 12 and 15, The Circus, Bath, 
Somerset ; 9, Fore-street, Chard, Somerset. 
Trerice Manor, near Newquay, Cornwall; 
Little Sodbury Manor, Chipping Sodbury, Glos; 
Coughton-court, mear Alcester, Warwicks; 
Charlecote, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwicks : Fox- 
cote, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwicks; Guildhall, 
Much Wenlock,’ Shrops; Croome-court (stone 
entrance steps), Croome D’Abitot, Worcs. 
Wales: Treowen, Wanastow, near Monmouth. 


Scotland: Tannahill Cottage, Paisley, Ren- 
frew; Abbotsford House, Melrose, Roxburgh; 
Barra Castle, Aberdeenshire. 


With the grants previously announced 
during 1954 and 1955 this brings the total 
number of buildings assisted under the His- 
toric Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 
to 221, and the total amounts of grants to 
about £628,000. Nearly 1,120 applications 
for aid have so far been received by the three 
Historic Buildings Councils, of which over 
640 have been rejected. 


BUILDING WAGES 
1d. an Hour Increase Agreed 


AT THE MEETING of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry held in 
London on January 12, the Council found, 
that in accordance with the sliding-scale 
agreement based on the retail prices index, 
an increase of 1d. per hour becomes due 
and will operate from February 6 next. 

After prolonged consideration of the 6d. 
wage claim submitted by the building opera- 
tives the Council reached no agreement, and 
decided to set up a joint ad hoc committee 
to allow further examination and discussion 
of the issues. 

Other applications submitted by the 
operatives and employers were referred to 
appropriate committees. 

It is estimated that the 1d.-an-hour in- 
crease will cost the industry about £10m. a 
year, and will add £10 to the cost of an 
average three-bedroom house. 


Workers’ Union’s Views 

IN A REPLY to suggestions that a’ wage in- 
crease of 6d. per hour for building workers 
would seriously raise rents, Mr. GEorGE H. 
LowTHIAN, General Secretary of the Amal- 
gamated Union of Building Trade Workers, 
told a meeting on January 9 of the union’s 
national officers that even if it were true that 
the cost of the claim would be passed straight 
to tenants the increased total cost of £60 
would mean only 43d. per week. 

Mr. Lowthian pointed out that employers 
criticising the building operatives’ wage 
claim had not raised their voice in defence 
of tenants when the Government had in- 
creased the rate of interest for housing loans. 
Yet a one per cent. increase on a loan for 
a £2000 house added £1035 to the capital 
burden. This was equal to a rise of 8s. 74d. 
in the hourly rate of wages. 

He thought that by using the “increased 
rents argument” employers were trying to 
make the general public antagonistic to the 
building workers’ wage claim. However, he 
emphasised that an examination of the 
financial position showed that it was not the 
wages of building workers that increased 
the burden of rents. 


Price Agreement on Sand and 
Gravel 
A LARGE majority of producers of sand 
and gravel in Britain have agreed to keep 
their prices at existing levels until at least 
June 30, Mr. H. E. Peirce, chairman of the 
Ballast, Sand and Allied Trades Association, 
announced on January 11. 
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
_Board of Trade Index» 


THE movements in wholesale prices of 
materials used in various sectors of industry 
are traced in an article in the Board of 
Trade Journal of January 14. The table 
below, which is abstracted from the article. 
sets out the price index numbers of materials 
used in building and civil engineering and 
in house-building (June 30, 1949 100) in 
the past year. The price series of the various 
materials used in compiling the table have 
been combined in proportion to the value 
of the materials used. 


AVERAGE OF DAILY OR WEEKLY 
PRICES THROUGHOUT THE MONTH 





$$. 


























| Building and 
Month | Civil Engineer- | House Building 
ing Materials | Materials — 
Dec. (1954)... 133.5 S””:s«*Sd;SBL 
Jan.(1955)...| 134.2—SS—«*d2;33.T 
Fe. ... | 1350 =| (1342 
March 13520~—~°~C*«<“«‘C*“k 
April | 136.0 135.5 
May ... 136.0 1356 
June | 3 | tes 
hy... | 6?) 
August si 138.6 438 a 
Sept 7 139.5 139.4 
Ot... | 1394 SSC«*W9 
No. =| 98 ta97 
Dec pt 140.4% 140.2" 
* Provisional figure, oo 
DEARER COUNCIL LOANS 


New Interest Rates 


THE Treasury announced last week that 
loans advanced to local authorities from the 
Local Loans Find on and after January 14 
and until further notice will carry higher 
rates of interest. 

The new rates, with the old rates in 
parentheses, are: For not more than five 
years, 54 per cent. (44); more than five years 
but not more than 15 years, 53 (5); more 
than 15 years, 54 (5). 

The present rates of interest have been 
in force since September 7. 1955. The new 
rates apply only to future loans. 

The principle on which the new rates have 
been fixed is that announced by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in his Budget 
speech on October 26, 1955, as follows: 

“In future, an authority which makes its 
case for borrowing from the board will pay 
a rate reflecting not Government credit, but 
the credit of local authorities of good stand- 
ing in the market for loans of comparable 
periods.” 

There are two new features in the changes 
now made. This is the first occasion on 
which the Treasury have made a _ positive 
determination of rates based on_ local 
authority credit in the market; and the 
rates now prescribed reflect the present 
market rate structure and provide higher 
rates for shorter loans than for longer loans. 
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HOLIDAYS MANAGEMENT SCHEME 


HOLIDAY CREDITS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1955 

















1953/54 
£ S £ £ 
10,083,016 ——- as at March 31, 1954 ... ws ay 15,255,755 
Add: 
15,802,164 Sale of Holiday Credit Stamps ... ay a 17,132,200 
25,885,180 32,387,955 
Deduct : 
48,294 Return and apace of Holiday Credit 
Stamps ... : a wi 48,086 
25,836,886 32,339,869 
Deduct : 
10,502,340 Reimbursements ... oe eS 15,656,308 
67,648 Administrative Charges = : tee 87,150 
—_——- 10,569,988 ———. 15,743,458 
15,266,898 16,596,411 
Deduct : 
Contingent Liability : 
10,976 On Unpaid Holiday Credit Cards held wines the 
Company sea : 15,662 
167 Administrative Charges _ = eas 183 
- a 11,143 scasabipniaates 15,845 
£15,255,755 Balances as per Balance Sheet ... £16,580, 566 











ADMINISTRATION ACCOUNT FOR THE " YE AR ENDED MARCH 31, 1955 


























1953/54 
£ £ ES REVENUE £ £ £ 
67,815 Administrative Charges i 87,333 
187,192 Interest on Quoted Investments (gross) a 287,146 
4,735 Bank Interest... a ; — 
— Discount on Treasury Bills... ner Py 4,557 
1,938 Rents Receivable ‘ ae ea 1,640 
1,959 Miscellaneous Income ... ae ; os 1,143 
= Conscience Money Received .. ae : 167 
—_—— 263,639 nse Se ellis 
DEDUCT— 
EXPENDITURE 
96,021 Salaries, Wages and National Insurance 111,150 
Remunerations : 
500 Independent Chairman 500 
1,050 Fees to Director members of Investment 
Executive for Special Services ... 1,125 
350 Financial Adviser... a a 350 
—— 1,900 ' 1,975 
4,380 Staff Pension Scheme ... ae 7 se 5,664 
4,942 Rent, Rates, Heating, Power, Lighting, 
Telephone and Office Cleaning : 5,323 
2,320 Machinery Maintenance and General Repairs 2,288 
Insurances : 
516 Fire, Burglary and Other Risks... 531 
20,602 All Risks Policy on Holiday Credit Stamps 28,729 
—- 21,118 29,260 
Printing and Stationery : 
6,086 Holiday Credit Stamps... ef .. 7,248 
16,795 Holiday Credit Cards a : aa 14, 966 
9,968 General ss ‘ és ae . 11,912 
1,975 Record Film ae nee ¥ 1,089 
— 34,824 ——. 35,215 
20,176 Postage, Cheque and Receipt Stamps eas 22,233 
Agency Services : 
2,087 Holiday Card Despatching ... Ce =: B69 
737 Processing Record Film e Ae 321 
— 2,824 1,974 
792 Machine Rentals . a ; = 572 
179 Transport and Tr: avelling ee 183 
2,000 Auditors’ Remuneration 2 i 2,000 
268 Legal and Professional Charges = es 260 
1,460 Sundry Expenses ee Sea = 1,849 
276 Trade Journal Publicity ee 276 
841 Bad Debts and Other Amounts written off, 
less Recoveries Sea 101 
115 Amount written off Leasehold Premises ee 115 
Depreciation : 
Freehold Premises ..: fs 3 — 
2,241 Office Furniture and Fittings hs . 2,182 
1,485 Office Machinery He ba << 7,382 
—— 3,726 —— 9,564 
198,162 230,002 
INCOME TAX : 
75,794 Deducted from Interest on Investments _ ... 129,216 
927 On Untaxed Maer 1954/55 and 1955/56. 4,244 
928 Schedule ** A” 1954/55 _ as wie 928 
~ ere 134, 388 
S81 a 964.300 
(Deficit) £12,17 2 Balance, being Excess of Revenue over Expen- — 
diture for the year ... ne oe Sa £17,596 
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NFBTE PRIZES 
National Awards for 1955 


N the recommendation of its Education 

and Training Committee, the Council 

of the National Federation of Building 

Trades Employers has approved the follow- 

ing awards under its National Prize 
Scheme : — 


MEDAL AWARDS: To craft apprentices and 
young craftsmen, Bronze Medal, Certificate and 
cash prize of £40 to W. G. Bryant (formerly 
apprentice carpenter and joiner), of Helston, 
Cornwall (formerly indentured to Mr. W. J. 
Bryant, Ashton Post Office, Helston). 

To building students, Silver Medal, Certificate 
and cash prize of £50 to R. H. Day, builders’ 
agent, Farlington, Portsmouth (formerly articled 
to J. H. Day, Farlington, Portsmouth). Bronze 
Medal, Certificate and cash prize of £40 to J. A. 
Rhodes, contracts surveyor, Greenford, Middx. 
(formerly articled to Bovis, Ltd., of London). 

REGIONAL Prizes: To craft apprentices (First 
prize £25; second prize £20), Eastern Federa- 
tion, J. A. Burrell, Shoeburyness ; R. T. Doggett, 
Cambridge. London Federation, A. C. Rowe, 
Harringay, N4; D. E. Remnant, Brockley, SE4. 
Liverpoo] Federation, J. D. Hebron, Liver- 
pool, 3; S. J. Thorne, Liverpool. Midland 
Federation, B. T. Chell, Wolverhampton; J. W. 
Baker, Wednesfield, Staffs. Northern Federa- 
tion, L. Spooner, Darlington; R. K. Riddell, 
Wallsend-on-Tyne. Northumberland. North 
Western Federation, R. B. Brookfield, Birkdale : 
G. Reed, Oldham. Southern Federation, R. J. 
Biggs, Wendover, Bucks; W. R. West, Romsey, 
Hants. South Wales Federation, No Award for 
First Prize; D. C. Way, Newport, Monmouth- 
shire. Sout h Western Federation, K. 
Golledge, Stoke Gifford. nr. Bristol; P. M. 
Griffin, Cane Park, nr. Dorchester. Yorkshire 
Federation, T. Holmes. Bra ,dway. Sheffield : 
No Award for Second Prize. 

To StupENTsS: First Prize £25; Second Prize 

20. Eastern Federation, B. Giles, Chesterton, 
Cambridge P. C. Mitchell, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

London Federation, C. H. P. Bass, Ealing, W5: 
L. F. Lock, Wandsworth, SWI18. Liverpool 
Federation, S. Jones, Wallasey; P. A. Lowe, 
Liverpool, 15. Midland Federation, A. Clark. 
Retford, Notts; B. Taylor, Wolverhampton. 
North Western Federation, E. Bate, Golborne, 
Warrington; A. Bennett, Warrington. Southern 
Federation, D. R. Mould, Bramshaw, nr. Lynd- 
hurst, Hants: P. E. Jackson, Totton, Hants 
South Wales Federation, D. C. Rogers, Mayhill, 
Swansea; R._C. _ Pitman, Ely, Cardiff. 
South Western Federation, R. Irwin, Bristol, 4: 
G. H.- Perriam, Redruth. Yorkshire Federa- 
tion, J. Hanson, Purston, Pontefract. 


The medal awards are made to the two 
best young craftsmen or apprentices and the 
two best building students in England and 
Wales who obtained the Higher National 
Certificate in Building during the year. This 
year the Education and Training Committee 
decided, in respect of the Silver Medal 
Award for Craft Apprentices and Young 
Craftsmen, to make no award. The Regional 
Prizes are awarded to the two best young 
craftsmen or apprentices and the two best 
building students in each of the Federation's 
10 regions who obtained the Ordinary 
National Certificate in Building during the 
year. 

The awards are onen to young craftsmen, 
apprentices and students who have been 
indentured or articled to firms in member- 
ship with the NFBTE. 

The medal awards will be presented at 
the Federation’s annual general meeting at 
the Victoria Halls, Bloomsbury, WC1, on 
January 25. The successful candidates will 
be introduced by their employers to the 
National President and members. The 
Regional awards will . be distributed at 
ceremonies to be arranged by the respective 
Regional Federations. 
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London Master Builders’ Association 


THE ANNUAL LUNCH 
Wages and Exports 


(THE annual luncheon of the London 
Master Builders Association was 
held at the Park Lane Hotel, WI, on 
Tuesday, January 17, with the retiring 
president, Mr. L. J. Holloway, FIFOB, in 
the chair. Mr. Patrick Buchan-Hepburn, 
the new Minister of Works, was the prin- 
cipal guest, and Mr. Charles Connell, 
president of the British Employers’ Con- 
federation, was the principal speaker. 

Mr. CONNELL said that there were two 
aspects of the present situation in British 
industry which must give not only em- 
ployers but all who were concerned for 
the long-term well-being of the country 
serious cause for disquiet. “‘ The first is ” 
he said, “ the ever recurrent pressure for 
increases in wages, the causes for which 
lie to a large extent in the general econ- 
omic and financial policy pursued by 
Governments over many years but are 
also related to the practices and habits 
of mind which have been developed by 
trade unions and their members and by 
employers too. 

“The unrealistic claims which have 
been put forward by trade unions in re- 
cent months would, if they were con- 
ceded in full, add to our national indus- 
trial costs a sum of the order of £600 
millions a year. In arriving at this figure, 
I have paid no regard to the automatic 
increases which result from the operation 
of sliding scale agreements such as you 
have in your own industry. The output 
of the individual worker is certainly not 
increasing in such a way as would jusiify 
our adding a sum of anything like this 
magnitude to our costs. Evidence is accu- 
mulating in many industries that prices, 
even in the domestic market, cannot be 
raised further without serious risk of 
unemployment. 

“The other matter to which I would 
like briefly to refer,” Mr. Connell con- 
tinued, “is the deterioration which has 
occurred in the past year or two in re- 
gard to the honouring of agreements by 
members of trade unions. Last year, when 
the full figures are published, it will be 
seen that we have lost more working days 
through strikes than in any year since 
1932. To the end of November this figure 
stood at over 3,600,000; 50 per cent. 
above the figures for the whole of 1954.” 

Discussions about this matter had been 
going on for some months between the 
Confederation and Ministers and the 
Trades Union Congress, whose respon- 
sible leaders shared the anxiety of em- 
ployers over’ these _ trends. The 
Government itself was fully aware of the 
seriousness of them and in some of the 
discussions not only the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and the Minister of 
Labour, but the Prime Minister had 
played a part. “It has to be recognised,” 
said Mr. Connell, “that the ultimate re- 
establishment of orderly industrial 
relations is a matter which depends on 
individual employers and_ individual 
workers and, in the latter case, on the 
workers making sure that their spokes- 
men are really acting in their long-term 


interests and are not merely trying to 
further some ulterior political motive.” 

There was, no doubt, that employers 
could help each other a great deal and 
that their organisations could assist them 
in manifold ways to deal with their labour 
problems and also to improve their 
efficiency and output. “One insistent 
note which was struck at the Confedera- 
tion’s own conference,” added Mr. 
Connell, “ was that there is throughout 
industry scope and a need for closer co- 
operation in ways which redound to the 
benefit of the country and can in no cir- 
cumstances be held to be restrictive.” 

Mr. BUCHAN-HEPBURN said he had 
only come to the luncheon “to have a 
good time and meet you all,” but he 
thought it was as well to get on his feet 
“so that you can see the animal!” He 
would, however, he said, like to take the 
opportunity of wishing them all the best 
of luck for 1956, and he hoped that his 
relations with them, like those of his pre- 
decessor, would be of the very happiest. 

Those present included: K. C. F. Foster, 
H. G. Frost, Dame Evelyn Sharp, W. K. 
Laing, Nigel Hannen, Sir Harold Emmerson, 
N. S. Farrow, George Pollock, D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, R. S. Williams, D. F. Cox, S. F. S. 
Hearder, B. T. Henman, P. Smallwood, A. G. 
Miles, F. Leslie Wallis, G. A. Hill, G. Banks, 
F. L. Whitehead, D. A. Neale, Major F. A. 
Wallis, R. F. Mansell, H. B. Kerr, D. C. C. 
Roberts, R. W. Porter, J. S. Galbraith, P. H. 
Bates, G. H. A. Hughes (Director), R. E. 
Stenning (Secretary), W. D. Bryant, R. W. B. 
Howarth, K. J. Pearce, G. C. Lawrence, Ian M. 
Leslie, P. E. Trench, A. W. Yeomans, and 
E. G. Dean. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 


Mr. Holloway on Fixed Prices 


HE questions of articled pupilship in 
building and of fixed price tenders 
were mentioned by Mr. L. J. HoLLoway, 
FIOB, in his address to the annual 
general meeting which followed lunch, It 
was his last pronouncement as President. 
“The building industry at the present 
time is doing something like £2,000 mil. 
worth of work a year,” said Mr. Hollo- 
way, “a staggering figure, and much of it 
is of course controlled by members of 
the LMBA in their capacities either as 
builders or as civil engineering contrac- 
tors. In the past building firms were 
largely family affairs, and many of them 
still are. But more and more we are 
having to recruit outside help, for the 
work is outgrowing even the biggest 
families. Where are we to get our direc- 
tors of to-morrow? I suggest that we 
have got to train them ourselves, and we 
want the finest material to work on. That 
is why we are going to Public Schools 
and to the Grammar Schools for re- 
cruits; that is why we have devised and 
published in the pamphlet ‘ To-morrow’s 
Builder, our schemes for the training 
of young men as articled pupils if their 
parents are in a position to support them 
during their training, and indentured 
students if they have to earn as they learn. 


Fixed Prices 
“We have been hearing a lot within 
the past few weeks about fixed prices. 
Would that we could forthwith join the 
ranks of those on the roll of honour 
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who have announced no increase in prices 
for six months. Well, obviously we can. 
not do that without serious consideration, 
To many of us a six-month moratorium 
is of little use. We send in a tender 
to-day, and even if we get the contract 
it may be six months or a year before we 
even start work, let alone order the 
materials, which we may not need for 
another six months or another year. 

““] am not decrying the gesture of the 
plasterboard men, the cement manufac- 
turers and the tile-makers. On the con- 
trary. Within its limits it is admirable, 
a step in the right direction, and I am 
glad to see that last week a brick company 
in the Midlands raised its sights and 
decided to maintain its present prices 
throughout the whole of 1956. Would 
that all the materials people could make 
it a year, or better still 18 months. Then 
if the trade unions would give us a respite 
from their annual wage demands the 
building industry as a whole could once 
again quote fixed prices and so help to 
stabilise the cost of living. 

“But while we cannot quote fixed 
prices on all our jobs, we can, and | 
think we should, do so more and more on 
the smaller ones. We are already doing 
it on jobs up to £3,000. That figure 
could probably be raised quite materially. 
Personally, I should like to see it raised 
to £10,000 and that could probably be 
done, particularly if the materials manu- 
facturers increased their six-month limit 
to a year or more. 

“T should like to see a study group set 
up at once to consider just how far we 
can go. I am not suggesting that the 
other fellow must take all the risks. Far 
from it. This is a time for courage, as 
The Times has been reminding us_ in 
recent weeks, and we on our side must 
be prepared to take some risks if we 
are to see stabilised prices and a reduced 
cost-of-living figure at the end of our 
road. 

“That is our final goal — stabilised 
prices. Having first recognised that, let 
us work back from there and examine the 
difficulties on the way to it, eliminating 
as we go as many of them as lie within 
our own control. Only so, I believe, shall 
we ultimately reach that goal.” 


Officers and Council 

The following were elected to office for the 
year 1956-57: 

President: Kenneth C. F. Foster; Véice- 
Presidents: Messrs. W. K. Laing, N. Stanley 
Farrow and A. G. Miles. Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish was re-elected hon. Treasurer. 


Council: H. J. Falkus, A. H. P. Hudson, 
F. L. Whitehead, E. S. Moss, K. J. Pearce, 
E. G. S. Buchanan, F. L. Baker, D. H. Thorn- 
ton, N. E. Wates, W. W. Dove, L. J. Bradshaw, 
F. J. Edwards, D. G. Howard, D. O. May, 
W. G. Lilly, H. W. F. Francis. 


Hon Auditor: F. R. Leadson. 
THE ANNUAL REPORT 


Confidence in the Long-term 
Outlook for the Industry 


(THE eighty-fourth annual report of the 

Council was presented at the annual 
general meeting of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, held at the Park 
Lane Hotel, W1, on Tuesday (January 17). 
Despite wage demands, the credit squeeze 
and other worries, the Council express 
the view that the long-term outlook for 
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the building industry is as good as ever. 
Following are extracts from the report: 


General Review 


The year that has just ended has prob- 
ably given to the industry in London the 
best building season since the end of the 
war. This has been helped by the fact 
that delays by bad weather have been 
negligible. It is too early to say how far 
the industry has already been affected by 
the measures taken by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to check inflation and re- 
duce the drain on the country’s gold and 
dollar reserves. Changes affecting the 
building programme take time to make 
themselves felt, but the industry will cer- 
tainly be affected seriously if the credit 
squeeze is continued. 

The new year starts with an applica- 
tion for an increase of 6d. per hour in 
the basic rate of wages, in addition to the 
statutory increase resulting from the rise 
in the cost-of-living index figure. This 
major application is accompanied by 
other proposals of various kinds for 
amendments to the working rules, all of 
which would add to the cost of building. 
These do nothing to ensure an increase 
in productivity, and the effect of the high 
cost of building is already making itself 
felt in some fields of the industry’s activi- 
ties. 

Further signs of the times are the re- 
duction in the number of houses built; 
the instructions to Government depart- 
ments and local authorities to postpone 
certain new projects; and, more recently, 
the decision to abolish housing subsidies 
which must mean a further reduction in 
the local authorities’ housing pro- 
grammes. Obviously, the international 
exchange position must be put right. The 
results of the essential steps, however, 
must have a particular effect upon an 
industry in which availability of finance 
plays such an important part. They will 
be accepted in the hope that they will 
provide a solid basis for a renewed ex- 
pansion of the nation’s prosperity in 
which the building industry will fully 
share. 

The immediate outlook therefore is for 
a gradual reduction in the amount of 
work available, but with a continuing 
demand for new building accumulating 
against the day when it can be released 
once more. With a generation’s work 
ahead to meet the new demands of the 
atomic age, and with automation de- 
veloping new techniques and types of 
building, the long-term outlook of the 
industry is as good as ever. 

The Association is preparing to meet 
the needs of to-morrow by planning 
ahead. The introduction of the pupilship 
scheme and the extension of the student- 
ship scheme is one of the steps being 
taken, the emphasis laid on the import- 
ance of training foremen is another; a 
third is the support given to the new 
Board of Building Education, which has 
received endorsement by members, as is 
shown by their donations to the Institute 
of Builders. It is the firm belief of the 
Council that, if the building industry is 
to take advantage of the opportunities 
before it, it must be an educated industry 
depending on men trained in the latest 
Managerial and administrative techniques 
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which science is steadily bringing to our 
aid. 
Labour Matters 


Incentives—The London Regional 
Joint Incentives Payments Advisory 
Panel has given guidance during the year 
on 13 cases. 

In several instances the request for the 
Incentives Panel came from employers 
who were faced with difficult situations 
arising from decisions by their operatives 
to reject the proposed or existing bonus 
scheme in favour of an enhanced flat 
rate. In all such cases the panel has 
reiterated its condemnation of this atti- 
tude and emphasised most forcibly that 
additional earnings must be related to 
increased output. 

Disputes Commissions and Concilia- 
tion Panels——During the past year the 
Regional Joint Conciliation Panel has 
dealt wth 25 claims and the Regional 
Joint Emergency Disputes Commission 
has considered 12 cases. These figures 
again show a decrease as compared with 
the previous year, which had also shown 
a decline in the cases dealt with. 

Most of the’cases which appear before 
the Disputes Commissions are for alleged 
victimisation. It would seem that there 
is a marked improvement in industrial 
relations and a better understanding by 
both sides of the terms and principles of 
the Working Rule Agreement. 


Education and Training 


Training for Foremanship.—The re- 
sponse to the President’s appeal for 
nominations for the 1955 Certificate 
Course in Foremanship Studies proved 
that more and more members are aware 
of the urgent need to recruit men suitable 
for supervisory training. No difficulty 
arose in selecting candidates ‘with the 
appropriate technical qualifications for 
the second two-year course at the West- 
minster Technical College. 

Board of Building Education—The 
Association has warmly welcomed the 
establishment by the Institute of Builders, 
in close co-operation with the National 
Federation, of the new Board of Build- 
ing Education. A number of members 
of the Association have been elected to 
membership of the Board. It is clear 
that a long-felt need has now been met 
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and the Board merits, and indeed must 
have, the full support of the industry. 


Apprenticeship 

General.—Once again the intake of 
indentured apprentices has not been 
balanced among the various crafts, 
although the Association has continued 
to do all in its power to increase recruit- 
ment in the trowel trades. 

The lack of applicants for painting and 
decorating courses has caused serious 
concern, and a special circular was sent 
to the principals of all technical schools 
urging them to assist the industry in im- 
proving the situation. In this connection 
the Technical School at Goldings, Herts, 
under the control of Dr. Barnardo’s 
Homes, has now made arrangements for 
boys to receive instruction in painting 
and decorating in addition to the courses 
which are already available for carpentry 
and joinery. 

One noticeable feature this year has 
been the increase in the number of boys 
seeking craft training in the building in- 
dustry who have refused to accept em- 
.ployment unless assurances were given 
that they would be properly indentured 
under the terms of the national scheme 
and it is apparent that previous efforts 
to publicise the scheme are gradually 
bearing fruit. 

Recruitment.—Considerable time and 
thought has been given to the figures 
which have hitherto been accepted as 
“targets.” Numerous statistics were ob- 
tained from various sources and after 
these had been carefully investigated and 
arranged tu show on the one hand a true 
picture of the number of boys leaving 
school annually in the London region, 
and on the other the proportion of the 
total male working population employed 
in the building industry, it was calculated 
that the industry’s fair share of the boys 
leaving school would be about 2,000 per 
annum to be trained as future craftsmen; 
it has now been accepted that this is a 
realistic figure and should be used as a 
basis for future recruitment for craftsmen 
until the year 1960, when the number 
of boys leaving school will increase by 
approximately 25 per cent. 

Report on Apprentices Indentured.— 
The following report shows by areas and 














Trade 1 2 3 4 5 N NE S&S SE NW SW Total 
Carpenter and Joiner 100 29 63 17 41 47 48 20 24 74 28 491 
Stonemason e 4 3 5 - 5 y 1 — 1 i 1 22 
Tilefixer 1 2 7 — 6 2 p - 1 —_-_ — 1 22 
Bricklayer ae on 34 3 12 S 19 18 T ys 3 138 
Plumber ve a ) 15 5S 10 6 10 8 20 I1 13 34 8 140 
Woodworking Machinist ... 8 2 2 3 5 3 16 ? 3 9 2 55 
Painter me ss a 8 5 li — 5 3 8 l a 7 5 56 
Plasterer bas ae - 8 3 3 1 18 2 3 1 3 9 1 52 
Slater and Tiler wet oe — —_ - —_ — - — i — “ 1 2 
French Polisher in — I ~— 1 2- —- - =- 2— 6 
Metal Worker - ie — —- a 3 — - — 1 5 — 12 
Mason Pavior ae ce -_ 5 3 — 1 —- —- —- —- 9 
Maintenance Fitter me -_  — —_ — 1 2 1 —- —- — 4 
Electrician... our aes -_ 1 —- —- —- —- — 1 

TOTALS 17 52 122 38 108 88 119 45 58 151 50 1,010 

ANNUAL INTAKE OF INDENTURED APPRENTICES 
Year 1945 ... _ wed 705 Your G0 =... wie de 1,011 
i eee ee saa 2,218 |.) ere ist avd 1,035 
ae.) ae aaa awe 1,537 S32 «Cy... a ne 853 
“a xe ae ste 1,001 1S... aes he 866 
1949... is aes 1,105 s34... Si rae 923 
AGSS = 52: e. ae 1,010 
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by trades the number of apprentices in- 
dentured from January 1 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1955. 


Total number of indentured appren- 
tices under training at December 31, 
1955, was 3,844. 


Contract Matters 


Forms of Contract.—The Association 
has continued to pursue its policy of 
pressing for the use, without amendment, 
of the RIBA Standard Form of Contract 
by all concerned. It is satisfactory to be 
able to report that as a result of pro- 
longed representations the Association 
was informed that Harrow Borough 
Council had decided to adopt perma- 
nently the RIBA Standard Form of Con- 
tract for all contracts for house-building 
and ancillary works and had also agreed 
that in respect of the contracts for all 
other Council building work, the Stand- 
ard Form should be used as a basis of 
contract. The Association has been in 
communication with the British Trans- 
port Commission and the Metropolitan 
Water Board with regard to the adoption 
by both these bodies of the RIBA 
Standard Form of Contract, but so far 
without conclusive results, although the 
Board have agreed to amend their Form 
of Contract for maintenance work in the 
manner requested by the Association. 
The matter is being pursued. 


Joint Committee of London Architects, 
Builders and Quantity Surveyors——The 
Joint Committee of London Architects, 
Builders and Quantity Surveyors was set 
up at the beginning of the year as a 
result of the recommendations of the 
Howard Robertson Committee on Ten- 
dering Procedure and has superseded the 
former Joint Committee of London 
Architects and Builders. The new Com- 
mittee has held three meetings during the 
course of the year, at the first of which 
the President of the LMBA was elected 
Chairman and future procedure was laid 
down. 


The business before the committee has 
been principally concerned with the re- 
lationship between architect, builder and 
quantity surveyor in tendering and con- 
tract. In this connection the committee 
received a memorandum prepared by the 
LMBA containing a number of recom- 
mendations for ensuring the smooth 
operation of tendering procedure, and 
after discussion agreed that the 
adoption of the practices set out 
would represent an important step for- 
ward. The document was submitted to 
the National Joint Consultative Commit- 
tee, who agreed that it made a valuable 
contribution towards solving the prob- 
lems in connection with tendering pro- 
cedure and circulated copies to all other 
Regional Committees for their comments. 


DAYWORK CHARGES 


THE LMBA have published their 
“Schedules of Charges and Hire-Rates 
for Dayworks” for 1956. The booklet, 
price 1s., from 47, Bedford-square, WC1, 
is for general application but it has been 
prepared for particular use with the 
National Schedule of Daywork Charges. 
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THE NEW PRESIDENT 


MR. KENNETH C. F. FOSTER, the new 

President of the LMBA, like so many 
of his predecessors in the chair, represents 
the third generation in the traditional family 
firm. He is joint managing director of 
Charles S. Foster and Sons, Ltd., Loughton, 
Essex, which was founded by his grand- 
father just over 70 years ago. He is the son 
of Alderman Sir Frank Foster, CBE, JP, 
Chairman of the Essex County Council, who 
is now chairman of the firm. 

Mr. Foster who is 46, was educated at 
St. Aubyn’s School, Woodford Green, and 
Cranleigh, and on leaving school went auto- 
matically into the family firm. He attended 
the Regent Street Polytechnic as a part-time 
student for five years, obtaining during this 
time the Licentiate Diploma of the Institute 





Mr. K. C. F. Foster, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association. 


of Builders, of which he is now a Fellow. 
He became a partner in his firm in 1933 and 
a director when it was converted into a 
limited liability company in 1951. The firm 
is well known in North and East London 
and throughout Essex. Amongst the many 
buildings is has built are schools, hospitals 
(among them Brentford District Hospital of 
which the Princess Royal laid the founda- 
tion stone), churches and factories. 

Mr. Foster has long been active in LMBA 
circles. He was Chairman of his Area, the 
North Eastern, in 1945, and was elected to 
the LMBA Council two years later. He was 
appointed to the Administrative Committee 
in 1948, and since then has been chairman 
of many of its other leading committees, 
including the Contracts Committee and the 
Standard Method of Measurement Commit- 
tee. He has been a member of the Council 
of the National Federation since 1951, and 
is National Federation representative on the 
Standing Joint Committee for the Standard 
Method of Measurement of Building Works. 

Mr. Foster, who is a churchwarden of 
St. Michaels Church, Roxwell, is a member 
of the Livery of the Worshipful Company 
of Wheelwrights, and a Freeman of the City 
of London. 


January 20 1956 


= ia 
News in Brief 

New Offices 

HE new offices of the Zinc Development 

Association, at 34 Berkeley-square, W} 

were formally opened on January 10 by Mr 
Peter Thorneycroft, president of the Board 
of Trade. Mr. Thorneycroft spoke of the 
way in which the Association helped users 
of zinc, not only in the United Kingdom, 
but throughout the world. Mr. D. P. ¢ 
Neave, chairman of the Association and 
vice-chairman of the Consolidated Zinc 
Corporation, in thanking the president, 
drew attention to the unique position occu- 
pied by development associations in Britain, 
They had a_ reputation for providing 
impartial and accurate information to 
inquirers, and the ZDA and its affiliated 
associations had in recent years greatly 
extended their work. The exchange of in- 
formation at various conferences organised 
by the Associations had also stimulated 
interest in zinc, the consumption of which 
in 1955 had reached the highest level ever. 
No. 34 Berkeley-square, a house built in 
mid-Victorian times, has been modernised 
by the installation of a lift, but care has 
been taken not to destroy its essential char- 
acter. All the decorations and furniture 
have been designed by James Cubitt and 
Ptnrs., F/ARIBA. 
Employment Figures 

There was a decrease during November 
of 9,000 workers in the building and con- 
tracting industries, according to figures pub- 
lished by the Ministry of Labour, the total 


number employed in these industries at the 
end of the month being 1,473,000 


Mond Nickel Fellowships 

The Mond Nickel Fellowships Committee 
is now inviting applications for five 1956 
Fellowships of an approximate value of 
£900-£1,200 each. These will be awarded 
to selected carididates of British nationality 
with degree or equivalent qualifications, to 
enable them to obtain wider experience and 
additional training at home or abroad. Each 
Fellowship will cover one full working year, 
and applicants should state details of the 
programme they wish to carry out. Parti- 
culars from the Secretary of the Committee. 
4 Grosvenor-gardens, SWI. Completed 
application forms are required by June 1. 


oy 


Building “ Umbrella’ 

An interesting building idea is being used 
at The Hague which could be of advantage 
to builders in the United Kingdom. In 
order to keep building in progress through- 
out inclement weather, a large aluminium 
and plastic umbrella is being erected over 
a site where two new blocks of flats are to 
be built. The workers will be kept warm 
under the umbrella by means of oil stoves 
and infra-red rays. If the experiment 1s 
successful it will be carried out on larger 
building projects. 
Solihull Civic Centre 

Solihull Town Council’s plan to spend 
£253,000 on a new assembly hall block as 
the first part of the town’s civic centre 
scheme has now received Ministerial 
approval, it was announced on January 10 
at a meeting of the general purposes com: 
mittee. After the meeting the Mayor, Ald 
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], W. Davy, said: “I am asked by the 
council to announce that the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government has now 
approved the acceptance of the lowest 
ader, and accordingly the council will be 
able to go ahead with the building.” 


Exhibitions 

An exhibition of photographs has been 
yranged by the Spanish Embassy at the 
puilding Centre, Store-street, Tottenham 
Court-road, WCI. It is entitled “Some 
Spanish Engineering and Structural Projects 
roads, bridges and hydro-electric plants).” 
A joint exhibition of work submitted by 
candidates for the Incorporated Institute of 
British Decorators and Interior Designers’ 
yssociateship examinations and a display of 
decorative materials and furnishings from 
members of the British Colour Council has 
heen arranged at the British Colour Council, 
\3, Portman-square, London, WI. 

Both these exhibitions are to be shown 
until January 28. 


A GOLDEN JUBILEE 


“Concrete and Constructional 
Engineering ” 


IFTY years is a long time in the life of 
any newspaper, the more so when it is 
one dealing with reinforced concrete which, 
though first used nearly a century ago, 
developed in Great Britain within its life- 
time. The current Golden Jubilee number 
of Concrete and Constructional Engineering 
just published * gives in a number of special 
articles an authoritative and fascinating 
review of the progress which reinforced con- 
crete engineering has made which will inter- 
est not structural engineers only, but archi- 
tects and builders. Contributors include 
Mm. Freyssinet and Lossier (France), F. E. 
Wentworth-Sheilds and H. E. Steinberg 
Great Britain), Charles S. Whitney (USA), 
Hans Minetti (German FR), Branko Zezelj 
Yugoslavia), Giuseppe Rinaldi (Italy), and 
other authorities in Hungary, Poland, 
Austria, the USSR, Denmark, Finland, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland, and_ elsewhere. 
Fully illustrated, these articles provide, per- 
haps the most up-to-date current account 
yet published of the progress made in rein- 
forced and prestressed concrete work. 

Not less interesting is the introductory 
article by the editor, Mr. H. L. Childe, who 
outlines the history of the newspaper into 
vhich is interwoven an account of the late 
Edwin Sachs, founder and first editor. 
Sachs’s unswerving support of the new pub- 
lication was: based on his belief in the con- 
structional methods it chronicled, and before 
his death in 1919, he saw both reinforced 
concrete and Concrete established, as one 
may think, for all time. Mr. Childe, who 
{or four years was assistant editor of The 
Builder is modest about his own contribu- 
tion to the success of Concrete, preferring 
'0 pay tribute to others, notably Dr. Oscar 
Faber, who assisted in its development. The 
Publication of this issue affords a timely 
opportunity to pay our tribute to the present 
editor, a great journalist to whose inspira- 


-tlon and integrity the science of reinforced 


concrete in Great Britain and abroad owes 
much. 
be 


*14 Dartmouth-street, 
Price 15s, 





London, SWI. 
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SHOWN HERE is the first bay of a timber storage building recently completed at Falkirk by 
Robert Melville and Co., Ltd. The building, which measures 324 ft. by 81 ft., consists of six 
such bays, spanning 54 ft. each. The upper chords of the *“* N”’ type lattice girder trusses slope 
at 5 degrees, the trusses being spaced at 13 ft. 6 in. centres with a column support at every 
alternate truss. The intermediate trusses are carried by lattice girders within the depth at the 


eaves. 


The maximum depth of the trusses is 5 ft. 6 in. at the centres and 3 ft. at the supports— 


a valley gutter being incorporated at the intersections. The timber used was Douglas fir with 
split ring connectors at the joints; the design being by the Timber Development Association. 





Heavy Crawler Tractor 

A HEAVIER duty version of the Fiat 
“crawler tractor, model S55L, has been 
announced by Mackay Industrial Equip- 
ment, Ltd., Faggs-road, Feltham, Middlesex. 
This will be known as the Fiat SSLI and 
incorporates the results of experience gained 
with the Fiat S55L in all parts of the world. 
Its features include a completely cased 
front idler of greater diameter and rim 
width, a larger area of ground contact, and 
new counter-bored interlocking type track 
links. The track rollers are fitted with 
bellows type seals, and adjustments of track 
alignment can now be more easily accom- 
plished. The Fiat 55L attained great popu- 
larity in Britain as a class 4 tractor, its high 
drawbar pull and low ground pressure 
making it suitable to the heavy, wet con- 
ditions. 


Laminated Plastic 


More than 22,000 sq. ft. of Formica 
laminated plastic has been installed in the 
sterile laboratories of the Distillers Co. (Bio- 
chemicals), Ltd., manufacturers of penicillin, 
streptomycin and other drugs at Speke, 
Liverpool. The requirement was for a 
hygienic, non-porous and durable lining for 
the walls, ceilings and working surfaces, and 
the finished installation also had to withstand 
frequent high-pressure cleaning by hose. 
The Formica has been pre-veneered to ply- 
wood boards which are fixed through the 
face to the existing walls. The joints were 
masked by cementing strips of 7g in. For- 
mica on the faces of the panels, and the 
internal corner joints have been covered by 
triangular-section lengths of timber veneered 
with strips of Formica after the initial fixing. 


Formica is produced by Thomas De La Rue 
and Co., Ltd., Morris House, Jermyn-street, 
SWI. 

Cold Galvanising 


An illustrated booklet on the “ Galva- 
froid” cold galvanising process can now be 
obtained from Secomastic, Ltd., Western- 
road, Bracknell, Berks. Of particular inter- 
est is a series of photographs showing test 
plates which demonstrate the protective 
qualities of this process compared to other 
applied treatments. 

Angle Scaffolding 

An angle scaffold system is being intro- 
duced to the market from Australia which 
is claimed to be considerably cheaper than 
tube scaffolding. The system takes up less 
storage space and the fittings require only 
one standard type set screw which can be 
replaced at small cost. 





Designed especially for rapid erection, the 
system incorporates putlogs (one of which 
is shown above) that can be fixed within 5 
seconds : the HT couplers taking about 15 
seconds. The ledgers are telescopic and 
end to end fittings are not required. Since 
the angle is a natural putlog, no special 
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This lightweight putlog coupler has been added 
to the “* Scafties” range of scaffolding fittings 
marketed by Quadrac, Ltd., Hainge-road, 
Tividale, Tipton, Staffs. It requires only single- 
handed operation and weighs no more than 
14 ozs. No spanner is necessary as fixing is by a 
single wing-bolt, and the coupler can be supplied 
either with a self-colour finish or sherardised. 





fittings are necessary. UK distributors for 
this new system are now being sought by its 
manufacturers, Angle Scaffolds (Australia), 
411, Glenferrie-road, Hawthorn,’ E2, 
Victoria. 
Ceiling Board of Fibrous Glass 

A rigid, lightweight ceiling board of 
fibrous glass has been introduced by Fibre- 
glass, Ltd., 63, Piccadilly, W1. It is intended 
for use on grid supporting systems as an 
underdrawing or false ceiling, and is under- 
stood to be fire-resistant, non-buckling and 
to possess exceptional thermal and acoustic 
properties. It can be cut with a sharp 
knife and although supplied undecorated, 
can be treated with various single-coat 
finishes. Manufactured in sizes to suit a 
grid of 4 ft. by 2 ft. on centres only, the 
board has a Class 1 surface flame spread 
classification when tested in accordance with 
BS 476, and a thermal conductivity of .25 
BTU at normal temperature. It weighs 10 oz. 
per board foot. 
Swivel Coupler 

The “Big Ben” mark 6 swivel coupler 
introduced by the Steel Scaffolding Co., Ltd., 
82, Victoria-street, SW1, has now success- 
fully completed its British Standard tests. 
Weighing 2 lb. 10 oz. (nearly one Ib. less 
than its predecessor) it is drop-forged for 
additional strength, and can be supplied with 
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a ‘“Sherardised ” 
small extra cost. 


finish if required at a 


Built-up Roofing 

A publication dealing with their “ Perma- 
tile”? and “ Permasul” roofing systems can 
now be obtained from Permanite, Ltd., 455, 
Old Ford-road, E3. These built-up roofing 
systems consist of three-layer felt roofing 
with various surface finishes. The com- 
pleted roofing provides a durable surface 
suitable for foot traffic and can be used for 
roof gardens, promenades or hospital exer- 
cise space. 


Hoist Block 


The CL54 electric chain lift hoist block 
produced by the Vaughan Crane Co., West 
Gorton, Manchester 12, comprises steel 
chassis frame carrying a squirrel cage driv- 
ing motor, together with gears and steel 
chain sprocket. Safeguards against over- 
winding and over-lowering are provided, and 
the motor is controlled by a triple pole 
double-break switch. 


Sewage Distributor 


The “ Evenflow ” sewage distributor, pro- 
duced by Jones and Attwood, Ltd., Stour- 
bridge, Worcs., is particularly suitable for 
villages, isolated factories, schools, hotels 
and Service camps. It is a compact, noise- 
less waterwheel- driven machine, which 
revolves about a central support on a metal 
railtrack fixed to the circular wall of the 
filter bed. A minimum head of 18 in. only 
is required, and no dosing syphon is neces- 
sary. The waterwheel is fitted with metal 
buckets into which the sewage flows by 
gravity through wide weir-boxes, causing the 
machine to revolve. 


Cellulose Filler 


A new filler based on cellulose and known 
s “Polyfilla” is being produced by Poly- 
cell Products, Ltd., 84, Albert-street, NW1. 
It is understood not to expand, shrink or 
fall out, owing to its cellulose bond, and 
to remain workable for over an hour (re- 
activation being possible by working in more 
water). Existing cracks do not have to be 
cut out and, when dry, it can be smoothed 
off with glasspaper. The makers state that 
nails and screws can be safely driven into 
it, and that it leaves a self-sized surface 
which needs no further preparation. It can 
also be used as a putty, forming an adhesive 
bond between wood or metal and glass. 








An asbestos roof especially 
designed for their portable 
garages has been introduced 
by Ernest Batley, Ltd., of 
Coventry. Simple to fit, 
it comprises asbestos sheets 
ribbed for strength and 
turned down at the eaves to 
give added weather pro- 
tection. An overlap is in- 
corporated at the apex of 
the roof to eliminate the 
need for ridge tiles, and 
barge boards on the front 
and rear beams complete 
the assembly. 
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Trade News 

African Timbers 

A useful foider containing high- “quality 
colour plates reprinted from the journal 
Wood, of 22 different types of Nigeria, 
timbers has been issued by the Federg| 
Government of Nigeria. The colour plate; 
are backed with comprehensive notes on the 
uses, appearance and physical properties of 
the woods, which include African walny 
and mahogany, and a particularly attractive 
Bubinga (or African Rosewood) which js 
suitable for panelling and shop fittings 
Copies of the folder from the Nigeria office 
at 41, Buckingham Palace-road, SWI. 


London University Building 


The cast lead rainwater heads and pipe; 
for the Students’ Union Building, Londoy 
University (illustrated in our New Year 
Number, January 13) were supplied by 
Stoner and Saunders, Ltd., cast lead crafts. 
men, 20-46, Woodfield- road, Paddington, W9, 


Canadian Subsidiary 

A plant and housing scheme is being se 
up on a 250-acre site at Orangeville, On. 
tario, by Acrow (Canada), Ltd., a subsidiary 
of the Acrow group. When in full produc 
tion, it will manufacture the entire range 
of Acrow steel scaffolding, formwork and 
construction equipment. In view of high 
transportation costs, however, its production 
is intended to cover central Canada only, 
while the growing demands of the eastem 
and western regions will be met from Acrow’ 
present UK factories. 
Record Cement Deliveries 

During 1955 over 8,100,000 tons of cement 
were delivered by the Blue Circle Group of 
Companies from works in this country. This 
has exceeded last year’s record figure by 
330,000 tons. 


New Handbook 


The latest handbook published by Sealo- 
crete Products, Ltd., contains in loose-leai 
form useful information on the company’ 
various products. Copies from the firm a 
Atlantic Works, Hythe-road, NWI1O0. 


A Builders’ Revue 


A new type of trade show has been 
organised by Messrs. C. Brewer and Sons, 
Ltd., of Eastbourne, for the benefit of their 
builder friends in Kent, Surrey and Sussex. 
In previous years this firm have run a 
entertaining series of forums; this year 
they have organised what they call 4 
“ Brevue,” being their name for a series 0 
scenes acted on a stage and featuring 4 
product or group of products. Taking pat! 
are ICI, Fibreglass, Ltd., Richardson and 
Starling, Ltd., FEB (Great Britain), Ltd. 
Permoglass, Ltd., Shand Kydd, Ltd., and 
British Lead Mills. There will be three 
shows as follow: February 28, at Dorking 
Halls, Dorking; March 20, Greyhound 
Hotel, Croydon; and April 10, at th 
Pavilion, Eastbourne. Tickets from 123-12) 
Ashford-road, Eastbourne. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. JoHN ORMESHER and Mr. _ FRAN 
THoMAS have been appointed joint Northet 
technical representatives of P. C. Henderson. 
Ltd., in succession to Mr. E>DwarD ORMESHER, 
AMiStructE, who has retired after 30 yeas 
service to the firm. 
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FIBREGLASS FOR NEW DRY-WALL 
THERMAL INSULATION 


Some Recent American Examples 


By JOHN GRINDROD, BA(Com) 


FIBREGLASS, which has a thermal 
conductivity as low as .24 BThU at 
50 deg. F. mean temperature, is being 
increasingly used in the United States for 
the dry wall insulation of cold stores, 
breweries, and so on, where accurate low 
temperature control is essential. 

Offering practical condensation protec- 
tion based on scientific vapour-control 
methods, this dry wall insulation tech- 
nique employs a vapour seal, claimed to 
be as near perfect as possible, on the 
warm side of the insulation only, an in- 
sulating material of low capillarity and 
absorption with a high rate of vapour 
diffusion, and vapour porous material on 
he cold side of the vapour barrier. The 
warm-side vapour barrier keeps vapour 
out of the insulation, but should a small 
quantity penetrate the barrier it is then 
harmlessly vented by the vapour-porous 
insulation and the interior finish. The 
insulation thus stays dry at top efficiency 
and damage to the structure from 
moisture condensing in the insulation is 
prevented. 

Both the fibreglass itself and the vapour 
barrier adhesive are non-inflammable, 
while the insulation material is light in 
weight, easy to handle and simple to 
fabricate with ordinary tools. The fibres 
of glass which make up the insulation are 
non-hygroscopic and non-absorbent and 
have no tendency to rot, mildew, warp or 
expand. They do not give off or absorb 
odours and provide no sustenance for 
rodents or insects. The material is inert 
and, for instance, will not support the 
growth of yeast spores or other forms of 
mould. Since the insulation can be in- 
stalled without an adhesive between the 
insulation layers, and since the wall finish 
on many interior walls is composed of 
panels screwed or nailed to furring, alter- 
ations or maintenance may be undertaken 
in such a wav that all insulation and 
panels may be salvaged and_ re-used. 
Should repairs become necessary to the 
vapour seal, the affected area may also 
be uncovered with ease. 

Fibreglass Products 

One of the important producers of 
fibreglass in the United States is the 
Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation of 
Toledo, Ohio, who make preformed 
Fiberglas insulation for use in the dry 
wall method of construction; Fiberglas 
asphalt-enclosed board for the insulation 
of refrigerated spaces by the hot asphalt 
application method; preformed Fiberglas 
dual-temperature pipe insulation, which 
is moulded in matched halves or seg- 
ments, with a factory-applied, vapour- 
barrier jacket to prevent condensation on 
Pipes carrying cold fluids; and Fiberglas 
roof insulation, faced on one side with a 
mopping surface of kraft paper. 

These materials have been used re- 
cently in a number of interesting jobs. 
One of these concerned temperature con- 

trol at 35 deg. F. in the cold rooms of 





the new $20,000,000 Anheuser-Busch 
brewery at Los Angeles, California, 
where the Fiberglas insulation method 
was applied to the stock house, the Bor- 
sari cellar, where fermentation is started, 
and the brew house. 

The first process in the application of 
the insulation here was to spray the 
interior concrete walls of the rooms with 
a non-inflammable water-base asphalt 
emulsion. When this preparation was 
tacky, aluminium foil, 0.003 in. thick, was 
pressed on to the adhesive. This forms 
the vapour barrier which keeps the in- 
sulation dry under all conditions. All 
end and side joints were lapped about 
3 in. and cemented. 

Horizontal furring strips of wolmanised 
treated 2 in. by 3 in wood, spaced at 
48-in. intervals, were fastened to the 
walls by drive bolts and the first layer of 
2-in.-thick preformed Fiberglas insu- 
lation board was pressed between the 
strips. A second layer of 2-in-thick furr- 
ing strips was then attached vertically to 
the first strips. For this, heavy burred 
nails were used and they were driven on 
24-in. centres. Another layer of the same 
type of preformed Fiberglas insulation 
board was then pressed between these 
strips to provide a total thickness of 4 in. 
of insulation. 


Interior Finishes 
For the general interior finish 3/ 16-in.- 
thick asbestos cement board was attached 
to the vertical furring strips with gal- 
vanised screws. In the service areas, how- 
ever, including most of the corridors and 
passageways, a ceramic tile finish was 
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given. The scratch coat of cement plaster 
was applied over a 1}-in. galvanised Hex 
mesh layer of wire netting attached to the 
vertical furring strips, which served as a 
base for the plaster. Ceramic tiles were 
then applied over the plaster. 


The perimeter insulation of the floors 
consisted of two layers of 2-in. thick 
Fiberglas asphalt-enclosed floor board. A 
vapour seal of felt was laid in Laykold 
insulation adhesive over the sub-floor 
and up the walls to a distance of about 
18 ins. The insulation was cemented to 
the vapour seal and then covered with a 
water seal of felt laid in the insulation 
adhesive. A perimeter insulation, of the 
same type of construction as the walls, 
was applied approximately 4 ft. wide 
from the top of the wall insulation out 
under the roof slab. 


Roof Insulation 


Three layers of Fiberglas roof insula- 
tion, comprising two layers of 2 ins. each 
and one of | in. thick, giving a total of 
5 ins., were installed over refrigerated 
areas. Each layer was mopped down 
and all edges sealed with hot asphalt. The 
roof was built up with several plies of 
felt laid in hot coal-tar. The finish of the 
roof is white gravel spread in hot tar. 

Altogether, a total of 1,307,579 board 
feet of Fiberglas insulations, weighing 
approximately 1,250,000 Ib., was installed 
at the Anheuser-Busch brewery to 
provide an envelope of glass insulation 
in the treated areas. The quantities of 
material used included 889,579 board feet 
of roof insulation, 370,000 board feet of 
preformed insulation and 48,000 board 
feet of asphalt-enclosed floor board. 

Another outstanding construction job 
has been a glass-lined deep-freeze unit, 
large enough to cover two football fields, 
which forms the new cold storage ware- 
house recently completed by the Freezer 
Company at Leesburg, Florida, which 
will be operated under a long-term agree- 





Dry-wall construction employed at the new Los Angeles brewery of Anheuser-Busch. 
Three of the steps in the construction of the wall are shown in the photograph. 
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ment by the Minute Maid Corporation, 
a major producer of fresh frozen con- 
centrated orange juice. Here, nearly 
500,000 sq. ft. of Fiberglas has been in- 
corporated in the new warehouse, which 
consists of three rooms, each 200 ft. by 
170 ft., and two layers of the preformed 
insulating material provide an 8-in. thick 
barrier between the sub-zero interior 
(about —10 deg. F.) and the warm out- 
side air. Partition walls have 3-in. in- 
sulation on each side, while there is an 
8-in. thick insulation on top of the roof 
slab. This was applied with hot asphalt 
adhesive, which was also used to apply 
insulation on the walls below floor level, 
the new type “dry” application method 
being used for the walls themselves. In 
this instance, the preformed wall Fiber- 
glas was impaled on knife-like clips, 
which were secured to the furring strips 
on the wall. The two layers of insulation 
were secured on the clips and were then 
covered with perforated Masonite board. 

In yet another case, that of the new 
Pajaro Valley Cold Storage Plant, at 
Watsonville, Cal., the 28,000 sq. ft. of 
floor area on a single level, which is kept 
under refrigeration at —15 deg. F., was 
constructed in a manner to permit full 
ventilation under the structural slab. This 
was accomplished by laying 4-in. field 
tiles on 6 ft. 8 in. centres, sloping the tile 
to provide a positive air movement. Sand 
was compacted above the tile to provide 
bracing for a 4-in. reinforced concrete 
slab. Two layers of Fiberglas asphalt- 
enclosed board, built up to a thickness 
of 6 ins., were laid in hot asphalt. A 
6-in. thick wearing slab was then poured 
over the insulation. 

For the wall construction, wall panels 
20 ft. wide by 23 ft. high were poured 
horizontally on the floor slab. The wall 
panels were then raised into position and 
braced temporarily until reinforced con- 
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crete pilasters could be 
poured to make a per- 
manent tie. 

While the wall 
panels were still in a 
horizontal position, 
they were sprayed 
with a coat of Laykold 
insulation adhesive into 
which a vapour barrier 
of Angier Brownskin 
paper was _ rolled. 
Edges of the vapour 
barrier were lapped 
3 ins. and sealed with 
adhesive. After the 
walls had been erected, 
the joint over the pilas- 
ters was coated with 
Angier Brownskin. The 
entire surface of the 
vapour barrier was 
then sprayed with in- 
sulation adhesive and a 
2-in. layer of pre- 
formed Fiberglas 
pressed into the adhe- 
Sive. 


Lightweight 
Insulation 


The lightweight in- 
sulation is of sufficient 
thickness and rigidity 
to permit rapid instal- 
lation by placing one 
board on top of an- 
other temporarily sup- 
ported only by the 
adhesive. 


plate. 


A second layer of insulation 53 ins. 
installed between the studs. 


thick was 





Perforated tempered hardboard, } in. thick, was used as interior finish over Fiberglas 

insulating boards in the new Leesburg, Florida, cold storage warehouse of the Freezer 

Company. The board is held in place by the bent-over ends of the knife-like clips 
on which the Fiberglas insulation is impaled. 





Vertical studs 2 ins. by 6 ins. 
were then erected between a 3 in. by 6 in. 
redwood cill and a treated 2-in. by 6-in. 
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Three layers of asphalt-enclosed Fiberglas insulating boards 
were applied to walls to a depth of six feet below floor level 
during early construction stages of the new Leesburg, 
Florida, cold storage warehouse of the Freezer Company. 
This insulation helps maintain an interior temperature of 


10° F. below zero. 


This corresponded to the finished dimen- 
sion of the 2-in. by 6-in. studs and 
brought the insulation flush with the face 
of the studs. The interior finish consisted 
of 3-in. plywood nailed to the studs. 


After the walls had been erected, 
wooden bowstring trusses were placed 
and secured to the pilasters and a row of 
pipe columns in the building’s centre. 

Roof rafters, 2 ins. by 12 ins. were 
spaced on 24-in. centres, and, at the bot- 
tom of the rafters, }-in. Fiberglas roof 
insulation was nailed with 14-in. head 
galvanised nails. Joints were batten 
Stripped. The space between the rafters 
was filled with two layers of preformed 
Fiberglas insulation, 53 ins. thick by 
23 ins. wige. Over the insulation 4-in. 
plywood was nailed. The plywood was 
sprayed with adhesive into which a layer 
of Angier Brownskin vapour barrier 
paper was rolled. The built-up roof con- 
sisting of three plies of 15 lb. felt with 
a 90 lb. cap sheet was then applied. 


Thus, the blanket of Fiberglas insula- 
tion at Pajaro consisted of 6-in. insula- 
tion in the floor, 73 ins. in the walls and 
121 ins. in the roof. The total insulation 
contract, excluding all carpentry, was 
carried out at approximately $2.25 per 
sq. ft. of floor area. 


Builders and Highways 

A plea from Hackney BC for the Metro- 
politan Boroughs Standing Joint Committee 
to seek amendment of the LCC by-laws 
relating to the use of highways by builders, 
has been rejected. 
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A PRECAST CONCRETE SCHOOL IN SCOTLAND 
Rapid Construction of Bannockburn Secondary School 


From a Scottish Correspondent 


BANNOCKBURN Junior Secondary 
School, now under construction by 
Stirling County Council, was inspected 
on November 14 by a large company of 
officials from adjacent Scottish counties. 
Interest centred in the use made of pre- 
stressed concrete, prefabricated away 
from the site, to allow completion of the 
school in an estimated six to nine months 
ahead of construction by traditional 
methods. The decision was taken to 
construct very largely with precast re- 
inforced concrete and the work entrusted 
to Concrete Limited, whose premises at 
Falkirk are happily located for this parti- 
cular contract. 

Advantages included the ability to pre- 
fabricate coincidentally with the prepara- 
tion of the site so that the precast con- 
tractors could start work immediately 
site preparation had been completed, the 
erection of the three-storey columns, 
33 ft. high, starting immediately after the 
foundation work had been completed. 
The basic design of the new school in- 
corporates a four-storey wing measuring 
172 ft. by 40 ft., linked to a three-storey 
wing, again in prestressed concrete which 
in turn links with a further wing of single- 
storey barrel vault construction; within 
the bounds of these three wings are the 
assembly hall and gymnasium unit, giv- 
ing a compact multi-storey building of 
modern design, making maximum use 
of natural lighting. The best use of the 
site for playing field purposes suggested 
multi-storey construction. 


Avoiding * Wet” Work 


The project, estimated to cost £210,000, 
is the first precast contract of its type 
yet undertaken in Scotland and is be- 
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lieved to be the largest of its kind in 
Britain. It was begun in April, 1955 and 
is expected to be completed in mid-1956. 
By prefabricating extensively off the site, 
structural work and external cladding 
were due to be completed by the end of 
December, leaving the finishing trades to 
complete their work under cover over 
the difficult winter months. Speed in 
erection has been made possible by care- 
ful preplanning, integration of the 
various sections, the prefabrication of 
concrete work ahead of schedule and 
systematic delivery. An additional ad- 
vantage deriving from this system has 
been the excellent finish of the columns 
and beams, thereby eliminating “ wet” 
work and reducing the amount of in- 
ternal finishing required. 

The main r.c. columns measuring 15 in. 
by 10 in. in section were cast in 33 ft. 
three-storey lengths and erected on steel 
plates locating bolts in prepared founda- 
tions 12 in. below floor level, linked by 
heavy longitudinal beams with a span of 
up to 30 ft. 


The 8-in. deep prestressed flooring 
units span up to 26 ft. and leave an en- 
tirely flush ceiling throughout the length 
of the building. Where necessary canti- 
levered floors are arranged with pre- 
stressed ribs and lightweight hollow pots. 
The perimeters of the floors and roof are 
extended beyond the columns by precast 
projection units which have been de- 
signed to give a true bearing and fixing 
for the external mullions of the curtain 
walling. 

The precast floors are finished with 
vermiculite screeding for sound and noise 
insulation between storeys. 

External cladding consists of Holoplast 


£ 


View showing first, second and third floors under construction and 8 ft. 3 in. cantilever 
overhang. This photograph was taken on September 12. 
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curtain walling to a 4 ft. module, incor- 
porating 4 in. by 1 in. split aluminium 
mullions, spandrels of hammered-finished 
integral-coloured plastic panel, together 
with stove-enamelled and “ Decorplast ” 
treatments, and } in. plate glass. The 
% in. thick wall panels are well insulated 
to a U value of 0.24. 


Policy with regard to the services has 
been to carry these vertically rather than 
horizontally. Internal ducts are carried 
through the plan of the building to take 
all the necessary heating, electrical and 
other services, facilitating maintenance 
and eliminating the risk of freezing-up, 
which is an important factor in an ex- 
posed site of this nature. 

Heating is by the Weatherfoil warm- 
air system, using cabinets in each room 
and corridor, thermostatically controlled, 
to permit the individual control of each 
section. Additionally the boilerhouse 
has been equipped with thermostatic 
controls which react to external condi- 
tions to ensure satisfactory temperature 
control throughout. 


Tolerances 


The project involved a wide range of 
problems among which might be men- 
tioned the questions of tolerances and 
glazing. Tolerance has been provided 
by allowance for vertical movement at 
the fixing cleats between the curtain wal- 
ling and the floors and at the soffits of 
eaves; horizontal movement is taken up 
in the split mullions. In a structure of 
this type, extensively glazed, the question 
of window cleaning becomes important 
and the same care has been given to this 
question as to other aspects of construc- 
tion. A special type of window has been 
developed with a sliding section, which 
permits the cleaner to work right and 
left, completing the entire operation 
without ever leaving the interior of the 
building. Other interesting, and for a 
school novel, features of the project in- 
clude the north-light barrel vaults over 
the technical rooms; the use of the stage 
as a music room; the gymnasium which 
has a window wall protected by wall bars 
on which exercises are done in the open 
air; prefabricated steel and hardwood 
staircases; a built-in aquarium and the 
biology pool. 

The policy throughout has been to 
avoid an institutional type of atmosphere, 
and to provide a colourful and interesting 
building with maximum flexibility of 
operation and to achieve a concept of 
school construction completely new to 
Scotland. 


The cost of the completed school has 
been estimated at 64s. 10d. per sq. ft. of 
building, which is well within the Scottish 
Education Department’s limit; materials 
used on the project included some 5,000 
lineal ft. of precast columns and beams, 
46,500 sq. ft. of prestressed floors and 
roofs, and 37,000 sq. ft. of Holoplast 
walls and partitions. 


The architects are Messrs. Alison and 
Hutchison and Partners, FRIBA, FRIAS, 
of Edinburgh and Kirkcaldy; principal 
contractors are James Millar and Part- 
ners, Ltd., of Edinburgh, and precast con- 
crete contractors, Concrete, Ltd. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 
AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ball ; tae 
it Ballast oe maa ie os ee Ses r yd. 
Pit Sand oe sae es a ve eae i b L 24) 
Washed Sand ... aoe see ae pias Se us 1 6 1 
7 in. Shingle... se isis Sc a eae zs i253 
in. Broken Brick... ae i = ane 5 10 0 
Pan Breeze : va 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3.9 9 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site se ... per ton Ss 1.6 

1 to 6 tons, site is 9 +13 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site ss A ss 512 0 

1 to 6 tons do. site 53 a 6 4 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots a rs 718 O 
Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. iil ton. 

White Portland Cement se Ps iz, 2 0 
Under 1 ton per cwt. is +7 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6- ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 614 0 


Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up = 14 8 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London = 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . ae oo per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS. 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ie one per to: 41:17 8 
Second Hard Stocks ... ve _ ar as z 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... nats es cas a 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks ... < 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in ~ 


District Commons , = $13 0 

Cellular es “4 - a ae a 313° 0 

Keyed do. ce see ss ~ as 5 S15 © 

Rustics ~ uA ARS pes eee vee 618 0 
Cellular Rustics a sie ae ae oa Re 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. ... ie - .e bee me 613 0 

Sandfaced ie me 743s 2 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. see ss 27. 5 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) sep ae 5s 27 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... = eb es 24 14 O 
Michurst Lime Bricks (London sites) von Ree a 10 8 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... as ma 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ... wi 714 0 
24in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks seein 

stations) ae sa o 26°36 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) oe = oe “ 31-12 +0 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ; Na 36 0 O 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) = 14 8 6 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London aed 

sites) ” 
2% i ag Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) . aS is 6 © 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- -Colour Facings 

(London sites) es 1661 0 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry ‘Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) eee = i7 ii 63 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) a ay 3 7-6-3 





£sad 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ... per 1,000 41 10 0 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) me 13 6 0 
2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) = 14 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), ‘White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... x ee 64 0 
Headers ' s ae see os 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 43 in. - Flats. sae are a 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ‘a see aie a 85 0 0 
Double Headers __... ae ms see nk ie 77 10 0 
One side andtwoends ..... eae ae wae a 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ... oe one = ia 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ces Ms 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
| ee ae ose 140 yds. es ‘ _—_ yd. sup. 44 
ST i ny 140 yds. oes . = 47 
*3in. (3 cavity) aaa 120 yds. ie 
aoa BLOcKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 110 yds. > 
*4 in. (6 cavity) es 95 yds. 6 9 
6in. (83 in. Xx 5$in.) 1,250 Sacks | per 1000 26 6 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
yi ae se sé 100 yds. ‘ ... per yd. sup. 38 
CID: ass 5 oe 85 yds. ae ses = 44 
Sas (sca a ee 75 yds. cas nee as 5 3 
el ee << as 55 yds. “aa sa x 6 5 
CRANHAM 
ZAG: sa eee coe ote oe ote es 6 8 
23 in. ... s ose Bee aS See Bo a 7 4 
: = ee eee des sos ioe are ae re 8 7 
me x= ® a 10 7 
at 4 Load bearing quality ss aos a 11 8 
MOLER PARTITION. BLocKs 
Be: | X35 eas ae 150 yds. as ay ma 15 6 
PAAR. 25 ge hee 120 yds. — ad eS | ae 
SARs. ss ee eee 100 yds. seh as a 16 0 
BRS sxe ae 90 yds. MEP 19 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


SR oh es ee 100 yds. sas eas Sa 
Zen. ~.. — ar 80 yds. ies eee oe 6 ll 
SM. - os ae ces 65 yds. ae ee pe 8 1 
44n;  ... a site 50 yds. Ae se a 9 6 
ar we aes 44 yds. is ee ee 10:3 
Cin. ... ‘ ses 33 yds. _ Ree a Is: 8 
” THERMALITE- “hol PARTITION BLOCKS 
23 in. me 120 yds. sa 6 ll 
“THERMALITE-YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING ‘BLocks 
SUR: cea cae 100 yds. sae ss 8 3 
re wae oP 75 yds. Re ran x 10 9 
=| Sees see ae 60 yds. see ine a 13 3 
Gin: c- aye eee 50 yds. ass vas 3 16 1} 
jt re oon “ks 374 yds. cata ae va ie 
i sin - 33 yds. ‘ re i 43m 


FLOOR BLocks AND FILLER Ties 
3 in. Floor ie 12 in. woe 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads .. - 1,000 33 6 


0 
4 in. sacs oan ae ~ sof es 35 14 0 
5 in. GO. ... ate ese aa Rae re eA 42 10 0 
6 in. do. <.: me oe ee es es 47 17 0 
7 in. = ise a oe ces es see e PH 8 0 
8 in. 9 0 
ie x3" xe "Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 muitiples 4 15 0 
12” x 3"x#" do. do. 7 " 64 10 0 
10’ x4’ x#’ do. do. & a 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
+1174% a 130% 
+10% +1178% +10% 41309 
Tested Quality... “= +374 %+1174% Tigi 1304 
BSS Tested do. +478 %4+1178% +474%+1307% 
Delivered ex Manufacturers’ Works 
Best Quality ~e +85% +105% +115% 


Over 2 tons 
Best Quality ave “= 
BSS Best do. ... = 


BSS Best do. ... +10% 485%  +10% +105% +10% +115% 
Tested Quality ... +374%+485%  +374%+105% +374% +1155 
BSS Tested do... +473°.4859%  +447459%+105% +474%+115% 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.-—continued | DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Ee € Delivered London area. £7 
3 in. L a ae —_ = 12 in. a .. per 1,000 11 0 6 14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
4in. oP ‘ ine ui 149 6 2ft. Oi. X 61. 6in. ... a sae eee each 112 0 
6 in. ry eee ye es oe wee ea sd 29 19 O ait Ji. < 61. 6m. ... “re ee eats _ 113 0 
9 in. de. <.. nee eee sea ae cee ps Ses @ Zt. Gin. X G..6in.. ... wae ee ae a 114 0 
me pings Xx 6 ft. 6 in. 116 6 
DAMP COURSE 2 in. do. but top panel a “Pattern 4 x G in dea 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. a : ae s 29 9 
.d Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. sa os 211 6 
0 cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 in. ‘Panel, top panel ro. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
delivered London area a ... per yd. sup. Se 2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. as exe dee zs 2 3 9 
0 Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per ‘yd. sup. do. do. 7 ae 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 - os 23 6 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. _—_ do. PA 3 
0 18 in. 9 in. British damp course slates ... ... per 1,000 28 6 O 
14 in. x 9 in. do. do. ..: pe ay % 29 11 O SUNDRIES 
i cd . 
0 - po = = ” a : Delivered London area. 
 o in > 4} = a an ” 141 9 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in c 
| 0 9in. x 4h N de. an. ” 976 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ‘ton) : .. per yd. 5 8 
| 0 i f . ‘ ” 14 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... aes as 7 4 
0 2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... aa es 8 11} 
0 STONE 23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... a * 10 3 
| ; Bath Stone— 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) iS 11 5} 
0 Monks Park weit cube 8 0 Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. 
si aa ree ey y 4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ae re 9 0 or 100 ft.2 2 6 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 1 Hardboard — 4 2-6 
B.R. Western Region. 3 ~ ee oan > e: - ie AB ai = 326 
en eae London area ,, : ; i in. Asbestos Flat Building S Sheets ti ... per yd. sup. ; . 
‘ . : tee ” + in. te) ; , ne és 
Portland Stone— Roofi te 25 f = 1 6 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average wae ini 2- ‘rd ox oe = =) ay 1 10 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Best Scotch Glue in slabs... eee ay .. per}cwt. 5 0 O 
Southern Region ee is 8 33 do. pear! = i oi a § $6 
il Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. Croid Glue... “i daa = ey) 2 60 
LD Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) ro aaa ad ... per ton 64 10 O 
pte 9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, eeacnanielh throated and do. 4in. and up (1-ton lots) eae os 61 0 0 
stooled cills : ... per ft. cube 3 10 8 Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) nas .-. per cwt. 4 @c9 
6 12in. x 6 in. do. y ee aa BS 210 6 do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) 3 % $ @ 3 
9 12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 119 O 
es, 12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 212 0 
14 jn. > ¢ 6 in. do. . do. mae . Za @O METALS 
44in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... S 2 2. @ 
9 3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... ... per ft. sup. 7 6 Basis Joisis— Steet Joists, Ere. 
4 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Gin. X 5in.. 8in. X Sin.. Sin. x 6in.. 10 in. X 6 1 
3 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1 5 9 12 in x 6 a lain cut to lengths delivered ? 
5 Do. do. fair one e for fair faced jy ig geal - 
a 110 6 London area pe wie sas wae -. perton 41 0 0 
, Hard ——. ere : ” Extra for sizes Me 
4 12in. X 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 - 6 a 4in. x Zin. sie 2 - : 
7 14in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 4in. x 3in. 10in. xX 42 in Ae = ne - 110 0 
Pa and front we perft.cube2 $§ 0 me Sf 24 in. me a Pi a - 115 0 
8 12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed top and front a z 2.9 4}in. x 12 in. ji- : ae 76) nes 7 45 6 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes_... per ft. sup. 8 6 Sin. X ani eee 3$ in 's3in. x 5 in, = 15 0 
6 2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup.2 19 3 Fe ROS Than x 74 ey oe fl . 200 
; 6in. x 44in. 7in. x 4in. Sin. x 4in. " 15 0 
0 TILES AND PANTILES 9in. x 4in. 10 in. x Sin. de a was 100 
n1OUS Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. - = “ 10in, x on "12in. x Sin. 7 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from ain. Shin 1A SC Cine Ain. <Sin 
ae Lincolnshire district a esa — 29 8 O 1S in, es ree z isin s pce 16im x b tong 10 0 
yi Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae ee eae 50 9 O 16k sc Dice 18in. X 6in. 18 in. X 7in. ” 
Pat Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... sae 58 13 6 18in. X Sin. in. x 6}in 20in. x Thin 
P36 Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district eee si 14 1 6 Stee 21 angles average price ; ; / 4215 0 
ee: Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district  ... aaa 13 18 9 Steel tees average price ay cis ei st = 4315 0 
} 8 Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. et wen 110 0 Fabricated work delivered London— = = - 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... ree ae 1 8 0 RS. J d 7 
ul Concrete tiles 10} x 6} ee eae 8 1 6 a ee aa * 
do. Interlocking (49S)... ... a 19 9 0 ie = « Bas 
3} Notr.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound stanchions me oe ee 72 10 0 
) ; In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins — is aaa ig 85 10 0 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
it SLATES Angle cleats and § in., } in. and 3 in. bolts average 
6 First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage price London area nee Gb, ae .-. =percwt. 415 0 
3 paid in ned truck loads to London Rate Station. Per FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
1,000 actua ~— Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
0 aye 13 ote ote ote eee ore eee eee a Hi Stock § in. diam., and 7 a 42 11 0 
0 7 eaten tee see ore eee eee eee eee - 5 din. diam. ... Mis i Jaa aca Bet tonextra 8 12 0 
2 <i : : 9313 6 | > 
0 0 x12 see see “ ove ove eee one 890 «| im do. ... a rae eas aa ; 612 0 
0 = na . in. do. 412 0 
20 10 32 7 9 i d 3 9 
9 Zia orm: i MM 7 <8 
, | 
0 : x m4 ‘ts oa iat pe bea a “a - " . | Mitp Steet Tuses 
0 se iow “ss os an st ate vs % 308~« fe sed. Tube en ee List prices and following discounts: 
“ cee = a = AS Galvanise ube— /.1. Fittings Malleabie Fittings 
. Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class A+ 89 ° 
| Class B - + rf Light | + 34t % yA pea List—324% + 40% 
| 1 Y 
Softwood— | Class A — 144% 
Joinery Laon dl eee eee Ex. W roy per standard ptt to £140 Clas B— 23% Light 214% Malleable List—32$% 
eces Carcassing quality . te) % to £105 Class C + 114% Heavy + 283% 
ns 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £110 0 0 Cl. Rel GuTTERS 
¥ "Mahogany - — ‘ sila aii: atin oe Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ; 
0 a _— rican eee oO. . cube to 
o% Honduras do. aie do. nS > > 0 Gutters Nozzles Ends 
ae oak” European do. eae do. ~ 2s O 3 in. 3/54 3/2 sll 
do. Japanese do. - do. ve 210 O 34 in. 3/104 3/5 /UL 
5% do. English Logs sawn ... do. ‘i Pit 6 4 in. 4/114 3/10 1/4 
5% Teak 8 in. average S.E._... do. ‘a +: 0 4} in. 5/5} 4/4 1/7 
5% Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. ba rss 5 in. 6/1 4/8 Wil 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Sto 

Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. e ae oe ae “ 4/7 4/1 1/1 
33 in. see me a sks os 5/14 4/1 1/4 
4 in. ce ae oe Se ng 5/8 4/4 1/7 
=. 3 Sn an con San. 5: 4/11 1/11 
5 in. ies ce : aa 6/8 5/8 2/2 

' Cc. J Ranewaren PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ipe Bends __ Branches 
2 in. aoe pes i mae we 7/7 3/10 5/7 
2 in. ae fe e te ake 7/7 4/4 7/5 
3 in. es ee ams: .. —-8/6 5/5 8/1 
33 in. eos ee a - ~soi OB 6/4 9/8 
4 in. sox ee = oe 11/23 7/9 11/6 
; L. LCC. ‘Quaion Sort Pipes 

2 in. os as 8/73 6/8 8/1 
23 in. ee som is see, ki |e 7/4 10/1 
3 in. a oi Sse me ... 10/2 8/1 11/11 
34 in. Kies ee aa — re 11/43 10/1 13/11 
4 in. a Q be wee 12/1104 11/3 16/5 


Above prices tos seinen: rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoateD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
; cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends _ Branches 
4 in. pe — « &£ 2 Qe 19/3 34/- 
6 in. see a6 ws 2 © bt 9p 51/- 81/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 3/113 4/3 5/14 6/94 
Shoes . - .. each 2/7 2/10 3/4 4/6 
Single Branches |... Wee 4/- 4/9 5/8 7/11 
Bends square or obtuse . 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj.. ne 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 
do. 6in. do. a 3/4 4/- 5/1 6/9 
AsBEsTOs O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. in. Sin. 6in 
Gutters 6 ft. _— ...per yd. 3/84 4/2 4/114 5/114 
Drop ends «ee each 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Stop ends 5 eres /il 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles... ses pee) es 3/1 3/7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles _... = sete 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips ae 1/6 1/9 2/2 2/6 
ASBESTOS mire Rounw GUTTERS AND a 
in. in. n. in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/73 3/14 3/24 3/93 5/34 
Drop ends ... eo. each 2/2 2/7 2/10 /1 4/6 
Stop ends... eae ay /10 /ll 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles as ae 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles __... Soe Ss 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Union Clips sie ee 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£3; E 
lron—Staffordshire Crown sneaeuel deed pes ane 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars a ee ~ 40 4 0 
Mild Steel Hoops pee ES. bse ore oo ais 41 3 6 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— ee 
20 gauge ae “s bie A a a 52 8 6 
24 gauge oe oe ga oe yee oan Si 54 18 6 
26 gauge oan ae 57-18 6 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ~~ = sap aes 60 6 0 
24 gauge we oe “eo ml mae eos ae 63 16 0 
26 gauge ae see aoe 69 1 0 
Cabanas flat sheets ¢. R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ae ‘ eae See oe 61 6 O 
24 gauge ee ois cs ss so cee aoe 64 16 0 
26 gauge ee =a a sis se ae ae wo 4 9 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) & acd. 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) wo. per Ib. 2 8} 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ‘ 2 SS 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . am 2 7k 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) 2s 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7 ° purity 22 SWG (12 i in. 
wide) 2 10 
Corrugated sheet BS. 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG per sheet i“ 6 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG En 145 0 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x_20 SWG ‘ es I 8 8 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . . per Ib. 2 6 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round — 5s 2 3} 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle 5 228 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. me am 2 8 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG ae 4 0} 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG $43 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. fin. Isin. Zin 
Ps bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron ne avo B7/= 4128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron ..- 109/— 158/5 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union hea wena to 

won... : 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 


“44 in. 1} in. 2in. 3 in. 3$in. 4in. 
Caps and screws — .. 33/- 40 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves : 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 si 

“14 x 6 Ib. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 7 1b. ye 
Lead P. trap with brass veniee 


= 
eo 


screws 4a 72/- 90/- 144/- 246/- 
Lead S. trap do. ie we = 877/- 108/- 177/- 318/- 
Solder s.. ¢, 

Plumbers’... oe pe sat er sos (per ib. 4 1 

Tinmen’s_... see a we ae aS ‘ 410 

Blow pipe... a ea eas was Sa 4 lil 


CopPeR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 433d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. 
4in. x 19 gauge see ie 123 Total per Ib. 56} 
Zin. x 19 ,, an ee Mt Sei 3 
lan X9s: .,, Kis oe 9 a 53 
iin; X18. ey! 9 ees 52 
ltin. x 18 ,, a ae 9 a 3 523 
ain OT ee ars 10§ ie * 54 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic — 


£ Ge 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 439 10 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 16 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ss ws 8 13 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) a ne $12 3 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic om. - war - naienaal 
ingextras.... «os ©6per Ib. 2 10 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£. a6 

Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards per ton 154 10 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils me 13 38 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. a 157 5 0 

over 4 in. dia. ask eve i 159 3.90 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe Sue i 157 3°6 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton per cwt. 2% 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ae aah ae ime ‘5 4 0 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ae : st A 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced anctilte. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trace schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £104 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Deiivered on Site per ton 2 tb 

do. White do. GO. axe = 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. BOs cv ae 714 0 

do. Fine do. GOs iss s Ss 2 °0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ask ae ae ee 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime | ne pee te ie Sif 56 
Lump Lime do. ee ‘s S 7.9 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... “ 10 17 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads hs is 10 Tl 3 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads =e ya 2 30 
Hair - percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Fl in. thick 600 

yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site .... per yd. Z | 

te 200 yds. ... 22 
Do. ieidtios do. “3 in. thick 600 yds. and over 

in one delivery. Delivered site ... a 34 2 i 

1,200 yds. 24 
Gypsum *Plaster Wall Boards, '3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 

12 ft., # in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 

delivery. Delivered site ‘5 2 $} 

1,200 yds. ... 2 
Do. Insulating do. ‘hi in. thick 600 yds. and over 

in one delivery. Delivered site : ns a a 

1,200 yds... pas ee ee nS a4 





January 


PAINT 

Delivered 
Ceiling D 
Washable 
Gloss Pa! 
Snowcem 


Ground \ 
Genuine ' 
Genuine 

Genuine 

Size XD | 
Raw Lins 
Boiled Li 


Turpentir 
do. 
Solignum 
Creosote 
Paste Po 
White Li 


VARNI. 
Delivered 
Oak Vart 
Oak Pale 
Hard Dr; 
Crystal P 
Eggshell 

Finest Ca 
Front De 
Japan Ge 
Black Jar 
Brunswic 
Berlin Bl: 
Terebene 
Knotting 
French a 


GLASS 


Deliverec 
18 oz. Sh 





Town. 


Aberavon 
Aberdare 
Abergaver 
Abingdon 
Accringtor 
Addleston 
Afan Valle 
Aldeburgh 
Aldershot 
Alfreton 
Alnwick | 
Altrinchar 
Amble ... 
Ambleside 
Amershan 
Ammanfo: 
Andover . 
Anglesey, 
Ardingly 
Arundel . 
Ascot .. 
Ashbourn 
Ashbourn 
Ashby-de- 
Ashby W« 
Ashford (1 
Ashford ( 
Ashington 
Ashtead 
Ashton-un 
Aspatria a 
Atherston 
Attleboro 
inster 








3 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint 

Snowcem cement pai int (in 1 cwt. drums) : 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND Ous 

Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs... 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 | gal. tins 

Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 

Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine aoe (5 gal.) drums extra ... 
do. (40 gal.) do. do. 


Solignum, me. (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) eee 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) : 
White Lining Paper ... eee aa 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal dO. « 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


+ ake 
per gal. 


per Ib. 


per piece 


per gal. 


THE BUILDER 


£ 6. 6d. 
7 6 
> &@ 
210 O 
31k O 
912 0 
310 O 
7146 
Zz ts © 

9 0 

14 0 

14 6 


KNNALMN 
coooan 


em Nee eee DN NNN ee 
No 
ooococoonanceoocoeoon 


4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard snapade 


“White 10 
do. Standard Tints’ ie 5z 
do. Special Tints ... ; a awe a Per 2 114 i 
fin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
Luminating wad Ga si i s 2 
4 in. Wired Cast as 1 34 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 34 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 4 
P.B.2 5} xX 5} x 3} in. 2 11 
P.B.3 73 Xx 72x 343 4 5 
P.B.32 74 x 74x 3zin. i... a 4 5 
— Corner Blocks to match up with— 
P.B.2 2 ae > 
P.B.3 7 0 
P.B.32 aaa sei Wages 
+ in. Polished Plate Gia. G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ae 
as a ft. sup. 45 
Be * 45 ft. sup. a 2 ’ 
100 ft. sup. vr 2 a 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one asi or 135 in. 
both ways ... ; = - 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto” § -3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. : 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 























155 


Per ft. super 
s. d. 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 
d. 























Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... ss y. a 8. a — Ss. 43 
e A : 
French and Brush Polish (do.) » 18 ao. 2,000 63 
= = = : 8$ 
GLASS 2,000 112 
Per ft. super 2 oe “Rolled Plate aaa ae ... 1,000 8 
Delivered London area s. d. | in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary satin Quality. Cut Sizes 63 | Patterns, White ;000 8 
2402. 45 ” o» =e 2 83 | $in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
26 a ee " Re % ‘se - 11 , and Spotlyte.. 1,000 11 
Re ” 1 2 | gin. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 11 

7. "Rolled Plate wee 10 i in, Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. : 2,000 1 Oz 

% in. and } in. Rough Cast ... 1 1 | tin. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 1 
The Builder 
AS FROM OCTOBER 3, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 

Town. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
MOONE 5. sucpscanenecaneucsone Grade Classification. Al A2 A3 Bridgnorth MB anaht 
Aberdare .... r ) Bridgnorth RD G 
Abergavenny Craftsmen ... 4/- 3/11} 3/11 3/104 Bridgwater 
Abingdon Labourers 3/54 3/5 3/43 3/4 Brierfield... 

Accrington Brighouse MB .... 
Addlestone ‘ . oe ne Brighton& Hove . 
Afan Valley .. Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. Bristol District ' 
FS Se ree PATTING: ceases vcncciccsnsenia A2 Bedlington .......... MINIS | acovcsiedccusotaonuae A Broadstairs ........ A 
Aldershot District ............ RSID a indncsscanecusssncae 2 Bedlingtonshire UD ... |, OG | ae A Bromsgrove UD ee 
Alfreton UD .......... ee A | | eee .A2 Broughton, Flint selei 
Alnwick UD .. Beeston & Stapleford UD A tinea lik! > none A Buckfastleigh ..... an 
Altrincham ... MORMON vin sckaccasacceacouos A2 PN OO ces cscdeecsvcccenseas A PL Sy A Buckingham ... A2 
Amble ...... Bakewell UD --A2 BONO occcsscceee sande eh, ES TEE 2 A NNO Satna ckceciacasencsates A 
Ambleside .. Banbury ......... Al Berkhamsted ware Bodmin ......... walls | aE A2 
Amersham .... aaa A2 Berrington _........ Al Bognor Regis .............. A2 Burnham-on-Crouch ......A2 
Ammanford Barnard Castle UD eval Berwick Borough ey Boldon UD Burnham-on-Sea A2 
| an ee Barnoldswick UD ... cacade Beverley MB ........ cool Bolsover UD MUNIN  stounininnswnns eaney 
Anglesey, Isle of Barnsley CB ......... ay Bewdley MB..... cna | rhea revemt C.B.......cccchh 
Ardingly ......... Barnstaple _........... .-A2 Bexhill-on-Sea --A2 Boston MB ... | ee A 
Arundel ..... Barrow-in-Furness ............ A Bideford a Bourne End .. cane Bury St. Edmunds .. Al 
| ae Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ..A2 Bournemouth District ......A eas ae 
Ashbourne RD . (exc. Thrussington A2)...A MENON cas acdcnicccctewas “ae Co 8 | ee A2 TN ac ecsontdencatedassueatces Al 
Ashbourne UD ............... NUE,» Sgixdecicntaanasasuusncneen SE acti ncn icasnereces welll Bracknell a .A2 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ............... A Bradford CB . ivetasdens A 
Ashby Woulds UD by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A BIIIIE: - icenascunavnvenaauaas A Bradford-on-AVon 00... A2 CRORE | ceccssccsccecccacs A2 
Ashford (Kent) ......... Basingstoke .............. Al Bilston MB ... Braintree... Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 
Ashford (Middlesex) . WHEE, Se icaceaces apes Birchington Brandon & Byshottles ‘UD A GR WON ac consccccccncaces 
Ashington UD ....... Batley MB soo Birkenhead Brecon—Borough of. Al Camberley District .... A2 
i ee Baxterley ....... ofl Birmingham CB ............ tA Breconshire, County of . -tA2 eS Eee a * 
Ashton-under-Lyne_ .. Beaconsfield District . Siu Bishop Auckland UD......... A Brent Knoll A2 Cannock UD .. A 
Aspatria and Brayton . Bearl seek Bishop’s Stortford ie ee Canterbury AZ 
Atherstone RD Beccles ..... ..A2 Bishops Castle MB... ..A2 Bridgend ........ 2) RES A 
Attleborough Bedale RD ey Bispham A Bridlington MB . Cardiganshire,County of ~A2 
SEN dniacticapsssendisaiaieas vars MON cic cvettcoscesheréscncus A CO  — ees A Bridlington RD GE Watniiskipichetitenenccnincal A 


























































































Continued on page 156. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 





























































































































































Town. Grade Town. G 
. . rade. Town 
on o> cparsasoa ie am pchnebesadasapeaae A2 Lew aie hire ( a wna Grade, 
ee nv onllnemeananlaecte ie ME Pa algae : eahire (exce a 
Cesmerticnshive, Coty of wae Filey UD. estes ok Lichfield ‘Ai ford Haven) sth Swadlincote UD MB svn 
Carnforth inca ssssessesssesses A Fleetwood. mea ge ae Penmaenmawe Swaffham ............ 
: exe t oe oa on 2 . Swanage District. 
Caterham ............ A Seated A Littlehampton Penzance ........ A Beer otncer 
Chapel -en-le-Frith iA Raion ” - pee nal eS e Scio ag pee District | 
Cc a “fae, ere A rm UR RA Wind ORAL CUMES IRE e : . 
Chatham Dest SR ovtenai Llanelly (inci, Lianeily RD) 3 “s ee Oe 
atham Distr GHAR a csscscoxeneses misvere® ce 
Chatteris ....0.0- 2 poreereety 4 - Llangollen ...... -_ Sisesauth oases me a MIB wossocersceans A 
pee (Staffs) RD A Gillingham (Dorset) ......... py oN ike Pontefract MB. ........ ‘A Tavistock °...... a 
— msford .. A Gillingham (Kent)............ Looe A Pontypool & District .........A Tenterden ... + A2 
eltenham .. soak: Glastonbury & Street oughta saseaknbogeeneas .A2 Pontypridd District ......... A Teignmouth .. AD 
Chepstow “AL | Glossop Loughborough MB ........A | Portheawh  s.rwciesetnrne A | Tewkesbury a 
ma A Gites oe eee ee ; ‘ortishead ... coe A ww: - Ml adag a 
yond as hpenasapncabans> A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA Lowestort A Portland Bill . Al Thetford ncieans a 
ester-le-Street UD A Godalming ......... Ludlow MB . A2 Portsmouth . ora Thirsk RD ..... AQ 
Chesterfield Me... . |) oe ee - ped  - ncoehee Port Talbot oz Thorpe Bay tee evel 
Chesterfield RD «... “A Goole RD (part—Airmyn, Luton ........ ues ee Preton a A | Thurrock UDC Area a 
Shean Siocon, — GEOR ossvrvoneoneonennn A Lyme Regis fe ee: Pudsey MB ..... ae pe aay of to Billericay...A 
ees Sotury a, A2 Grantham MB . ; a" ~— ne PULOGEOUED ceicsnssysncsacess A2 Todmorden MB ............” : 
inc. ppen- ea RAC Pe pete oe ert ee T % 
wot Within and Harden- Grays Thurrock UD aan . } meg shay sting Al 

RES A2 Great Yarmouth ............ A Macclesfield A Radnorshire, County of $A2 Totnes ~All 
— <A2 Grit CB. ..ssecscceesece mae Miwa A WRGISRREO. os cccscccssicsavises A2 ie... Al 
Gi — iedisenats e Grimsby RD (part)... at Maidstone ...... ery pace ds UD .. oA Trowbridge Ae, a 
See sti: Al | Guildford District ...-.... Maldon (Essex) . a | oo vA | TEULO sosssecccesies A 
Cleethorpes MB .. A Halesowen MB .. A aes UD ee om Redcar B A Tynemouth CB ie _ 
a me Al RIBIER COB 50.052, .fo0ccsscsccA Malvern UD .. LAL Redditch UD ....... SHAG UL “porirsenien ec Se A 

leveleys ... ae Halstead ...... A2 Manchester (ene Redhill & Reigate . A Ulverston 
Clitheroe wie: me mim rv Mannin vig cece Rhondda Valley ....... srs Wininshan, i eteeteeeeees 
Coalville UD ....... ee Harlow ..... a Mansfield MB... ease Richmond B (Yorks) .........A Uttoxet — F 
Cobham (Surrey) A Harpenden .... gee Mach <8 ae Ripon MB .........<+... .A2 resco il aneaaa 
Colchester neem A Harrogate MB... seek Margate ............. er: ——. ae wk seeteeeeeeeeesens 

ERE ane artlepool B .... ; Market H ugh RD... masses Al 
Colwyn Bay . al Hecwoll ee ial Market ioe uD" are pene Hye ooo -A2 baer er bam A 
Congleton .... eet Harwich me Market R UD ode Rossendale Valley . A Wakefield RD .... A 
ROBABETENTID 3... <ocses 5c cuss since A Haslemere ... “= Market Rasen UD............ A2 Rotherham CB ..... aes Wallsall CB.... er 
Conway ..... Al Hastings ......... "A2 Maryport ........... A Royston _....... Al Wallsend B .... mar 
EE (ERS. A Hatfield (Herts) pry Matiock UD Rugby MB ... <a CT En eer ih 
Cornwall, County of. A2 Havant ............. om Melksham .. on Rugeley UD . 1 Walton-on-Naze Al 
——— District .. A Haywards Heath A2 Melton Mowbray UD ....... Rushden UD A ATE «.ssseeeeeeseeees eS 
sen a Aig t acon BORD oo secsaees sci Merionethshire ....... many C: sie ares .A2 
LOOK -- . emel Hempstead ............ MIRHVER fe heresies ~ ANON. -- +e A 
Cranleigh ...........-. ere Sadiew-ec“Tananes af Siaacanel a" - = an Goneaaunyee A2 Warwick MB .... A 
Cranwell Aerodrome Al eceford com Middlesbrough CB |. > St. yraee cneesesccsvcscescees A Wednesbury MB .......... A 
— acon rang Cnty. of...$A2 oper oe. A St. Helens \.... - Wollineen UD UD. A 
seeeees erne Bay atin iddlewich : S oe pene oe 
—— a or a eswesse aa Mildenhall _.......... re Salisbury City: ‘a2 wetness — 
pepesenin es sioscosasorre ex Dp. Mil : AZ orfolk) .. 
Ser cai waagas | eee SR | lie A | en oe | eee ol 
D sesssesesesessseeeeeeeeees Heysham ........ kes Monmouth—Borough of... < ergs neeeta . IWIN _ 5.0055. cases ik 
at taal Hema A | MonmoutnBorcigh oi.-At | Sawbridgeworth nk | Welwyn Gat. Ci 
sccccccece ate i > TREES RNS HESAY sees . ~ romwic a 
RGRUEAD cc cssecescisscressree High Wycombe wind 53 a omen’ ESS we) ioomhacps ban a A eee! Al ‘a 
Hinckley UD ..... a Morley .......0..+.+.- onl ia. ane a | So “A 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Hitchin .....2..5.- nex Morpeth B .... A Selby UD x MD cass cacaapere Al 
Dartington: CB ......0r.0s0s- A Hoddesdon ... cdi Morpeth RD . eer Sevenoaks ............. aa — Hartlepool CB .........A 
Dartmouth ....... “A2 | Holywell ..... ih Mundesley ............s0000+« .A2 Shaftesbury A2 — 

Sere ic BBG mer: ee ae | eee 
Daventry MB A> Homcatis UD. as Soro aise <n Weston-super-Mare A 
Deal H Nan steseeeeccereerees A WHOUDEIOBE .00.5000650 cases 

os Oatmeal A2 orsham ....... soe REERIICN «psc ccevinssaccseccste Shepton Mallet A2 Ww h (i i . 
Denbigh Town A2 Horwich .......0<.. A Neath & Valley . a Sherborne : ay lend Bi Cuaeins Se 
Derby CB... sor Huddersfield CB . — SARS aa me > a gpadaena a = _ excluding Port- 
bo ee Be eee A Newark MB.. eae Shoeburyness. ... LA Whitb ganna: a 
Devon, County of .. .tA2 Hunstanton ......... “A2 MPMAMIED, sic ccvecussictues eer A2 Shoreham pe sie’ Whit y UD vw Al 
Dewsbury CB i... Bie Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A eran hee CB... 28 Shrewsbury MB .. See Whitehaven A 

IACOL sees eeeeee vesie astle-under-Lyme ...... i. Sirh WENGE i 
NE Secs en ccdaienes ee 3 Ilkeston MB......... A New Forest District rt dll a or White bie pow perma 
Doncaster CB ... ae Mitey TDD... .ossecescccscoeesc A Newmarket ........... ei Skegness UD ; al hitstable and District ...A2 
Dorchester ..... ake Ipswich ........... “a Newport, Mon. .... ae Skipton UD ... era wins See me 
RAMAN Micon secon A Isle of Sheppey . wer Newport Pagnell  .. Sleaford UD .......+sss-0+0--Al Wigan... 

Dorset, County of (except- Isle of Thanet... ao EWQURY —o.....s0000 Slough, Windsor & Eton Wist Ga 

ing Poole, Swanage and Isle of Wight .... mes: Newton Abbot ..... ee ee A Wit oe 4 

Wimborne Al) .........-.- A2 Ilfracombe .............. he Normanton UD ............ A Smethwick CB ..........0.0t Wilts. County of. 
ie ee ee 2 ; seoreerten District ...... A Snettisham ........ bn: Wimborne ........ 
Dovercourt oe oA Jarrow B orthallerton UD steeeeeeneee A PEE SID ciccssccccscscesces ; A Wincanton ...... 

Driffield UD .........- a. eo ae oe en A | Northampton CB ............A Somerset, County of....$A2 | Winchester 
Drigg & Carleton .. soon Keighley MB North Shields ....... A Southampton pone ia inchester .... 
Powis ........ x fer Y MB ......ccseeseneees - North Walsham Eastleigh ....:. A aoa 
sear > A Meniiecsh. Ob. - Hal Ksebebe i aga D wk Witham Ss 
Durham B A | Kettering MB ..... (—_— wAL | Southpatt co “A | Withernsea UD 
psubbeepivconeipesion eynsham ...... He OE “ out ields CB . “ oking ..... 
lai Kidderminster M — Smee a inet eee Southwold __ .......... A2 Wokingham aes 
E peng Eee - Kingskerswell ge ||, semana sree eeretensaee ss Spalding UD ie Al Gatebannete eer 
“ ad . Ve . ing’s Lynn .... attor te A Wi istri % 
East Grinstead District ...A2 Kingsteignton a re Oakham RD .................. A2 nr ee A + io hag 
East Kesteven RD.... ..A2 >= eae , A Oakham UD 2 ee Stamford MB ... Al Woodhall Spa UD jee A 
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po ys rm s districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in ft i 

. ; S0a, oor bowr. gag craft processes is 3s. 14d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 
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USAF HOUSING 


The “ Unity” Contract 


A CONTRACT for more than 750 bunga- 

lows for the United States Air Force 
at nine air stations throughout the United 
Kingdom has been awarded (as announced 
in our last issue) to the London firm of 
Unity Structures, Ltd., The bungalows, 
of three- and two-bedroom types, have 
been specially planned by Messrs. Kendrick 
Findlay and Partners, LRIBA, and _ the 
two-bedroom unit is now illustrated. In 
addition to the bedrooms, each contains a 
spacious living-room, dining recess, kitchen 
and separate bathroom and w.c. Built-in 
wardrobes will be a feature of each bedroom 
and a central heating system will provide 
for full heating. Suppliers to Unity Struc- 
tures, Ltd., will be : 

Forticrete, Ltd., Liverpool, George Greenwood 
and Sons, Cullingworth, Yorks, Partition Block 
Industries, Ltd., London, E17, and Arthur 
Sperring, Ltd., Peasedown St. John, Som, 
concrete units; The Lilleshall Co., Ltd., St 
George’s, Salop, concrete units, steel units and 
timber trusses; Rowland Coles, Ltd., Peasedown 
St. John, Som, timber trusses; Lothian Struc- 
tural Dev., Ltd., Tranent, E. Lothian, steel 
units; Metal Sections, Ltd., Birmingham, 11, 
steel units, copper units; Guest Keen and Nettle- 
fold, Ltd., Darlaston, bolts; Changewares, Ltd., 
Lower Morden, Surrey, Copper units, steel 
reinforcement; David Powis and Sons, Ltd., 
Sparkbrook, copper units; Sharp Bros. and 
Knight, Ltd., Burton-on-Trent, timber windows; 
Crittall Man. Co., Ltd., London, WC2, metal 
windows; Jayanhee Joinery, Ltd., Uxbridge, 
doors, etc.; British Plaster Board Mfg., Ltd., 
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London, W1, paramount partitions and linings; 
Plastics Marketing Co., Ltd., Sevenoaks, 
plastics; Fibreglass, Ltd., St. Helens, fibreglass 
mats; and Harris and Co. (Reigate), Ltd., 
Reigate, sundries. 


The * Wimpey ”’ 
Contract 


Another contract, amounting 
to some 6 million dollars, 
has been awarded to George 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., of 
London. The basic plan was 
developed by the US Air 
Force and the Air Ministry, 
and has been adapted to the 
** no-fines”’ technique. All 
are semi-detached married 
quarters, and allow for the 
provision of an extra bed- 
room interchangeable _ be- 
tween two adjoining houses. 





WD PAYMENTS 
Commission’s Work in 1955 


THE War Damage Commission paid out 
£274 million during 1955 compared with 
£32 million in 1954 and £38 million in 1953. 
The average weekly rate of payments in the 
last quarter of 1955 was £506,000. The 
Commission paid 21,000 “cost of works” 
claims for repairs during the year, and made 
6,700 payments on account or as instalments. 
The amount involved was £223 million of 
which about £5 million was for the repair 
and rebuilding of houses. Other principal 
items were: commercial buildings, 


£54 million; factories, £4 million; churches, 
£34 million; shops, £2} million. 

The average amount of each claim paid 
during 1955 was £1,070 compared with £700 
in 1954 and £500 in 1953. Value payments 
amounted to £44 million, of which 
£3 million related to houses. Greater Lon- 
don’s share of the total was £154 million. 

Total war damage payments by the Com- 
mission now amount to £1,174 million in 
4,678,000 separate payments. Contributions 
by property owners during and after the war 
amounted to nearly £200 million. The largest 
amount paid or agreed during the year was 
£1,070,000 for India Buildings Liverpool. 





THE DEMOLITION 
INDUSTRY 
Skilled Labour Shortage 


INCE the end of the war, the demolition 
™ industry has hardly had a quiet day, 
writes a correspondent. The raising of 
building controls has given further impetus 
to the industry and the Federation of Demo- 
lition Contractors has now reported a short- 
age of skilled men—especially “top men” 
(workers who demolish from the top of a 
building downwards). Slum clearance pro- 
jects are providing a great deal of work for 
the industry. It is anticipated that as the 
schemes get under way, there may possibly 
be a delay due to the difficulty of attracting 
labour to the industry. There is no appren- 
ticeship scheme as in other branches of the 
building industry. Skilled workers usually 
graduate from labourers to mattock men 
(who work midway on a building) and from 
there to top men. 

The Federation, which comprises about 
100 firms throughout the country, has 
recently suffered criticism for ‘“ vandalism,” 
with accusations that demolition firms do 
not seem to care which buildings they knock 
down—the implication being that they take 
pleasure in breaking up historic homes. In 
answer to these criticisms, the Secretary of 
the Federation has stated: “Our members 
feel a little alarmed that they are held 
responsible for the demolition of historic 
buildings. After all, they only carry out 
the jobs for which they are asked to tender.” 

One point which has been worrying 
demolition firms for some time is that the 
Ministry of Works has been inviting tenders 
for demolition and building work together. 
Some progress has been made here, how- 
ever, and the Ministry has agreed to issue 
separate tenders for demolition and build- 
ing, wherever justified. 
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OVERSEAS 


(From Our 


BELGIAN CONGO.—Many new blocks 
of flats are being planned for Leopoldville, 
in the Belgian Congo, by the local authori- 
ties. The effects of the ambitious building 
programme of the last year or so are being 
felt now in the abundance of new accom- 
modation and a consequent fall in rents. 
The authorities have plans as well for social 
amenities to coincide with the new projects, 
and these are expected to be announced at 
an early date.... A new hydro-electric 
installation has just been completed at 
Zongo, on the River Inkisi, some 60 miles 
west of Leopoldville. This is a project of 
the Ten-Year Plan and will help consider- 
ably to supply Leopoldville and the sur- 
rounding district with power. 


GREECE.—A £5m. oil refinery is to be 
built in Greece. German credits are to be 
used for the project.... Expenditure of 
over £1m. has been authorised for the 
execution of power projects in Crete under 
the NATO Infrastructure programme. .. . 
Preliminary discussions have taken place 
with the American Kennecot Company for 
the building of a factory at Cozani for the 
production of asbestos fibres from the raw 
material produced in that area. 


INDONESIA .—A plasma factory, said to 
be the first in South-East Asia, is to be set 
up in Djakarta, Indonesia, under the con- 
trol of the Ministries of Defence (Medical 
Section), Health, and Social Affairs. The 
cost of the project is said to be about 
£250,000... . The authorities of South 
Celebes have approached the Indonesian 
Government for funds for additional power 
stations. They hope to build this year 
paper mills at Makassar and Torakja, saw- 
mills at six places, match factories at Mina- 
hasa, Makassar and Luwu, and a factory at 
Minahasa making “Behr Apanholz,” a 
building material from coconut fibre and 
softwood. Projects are also in hand for 
the North Celebes, including dyestuff plants 
at Posso. These plans are now under con- 
sideration. A grant has already been made 
for irrigation, water supply and docks, in- 
cluding some work at Minahasa....A 
new telephone exchange is to be built at 
Magelang at a cost of £250,000. Another 
exchange is planned for Solo at a cost of 
£400,000. 


MEXICO.—The President of Cia Impul- 
sora de Empresas Electricas, a subsidiary 
of the American and Foreign Power Com- 
pany, has announced that his company is 
prepared to instal a ten megawatt nuclear 
power station in Mexico in the near future 
if the Mexican Government will sign the 
necessary bilateral agreement with the US 
Government under President Eisenhower’s 
“Atoms for Peace” plan.... It is re- 
ported that the President of the Republic 
has called for immediate studies of a pro- 
ject to invest 1,500m. pesos in the construc- 
tion of a system of seven reservoirs along 
the Grijalva and Usumacinta rivers in the 
States of Tabasco and Chiapas. The system 


Own Correspondents) 


is reckoned to be able to irrigate 2m. hec- 
tares of land, control floods and provide a 
vast amount of hydro-electric power... . 
Work is to go ahead on the dam on the 
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El Tumol River near the city of Durango. 
The dam will cost 50m. pesos, irrigate 10,000 
hectares of land, and provide power and 
drinking water for Durango. . . . Two ex- 
perts from the Netherlands are to assist the 
Mexican Government with plans for the 
reconstruction of the port of Tampico. 


PERSIAN GULF.—Excavating work has 
begun on the sites for two 15m. gallon re- 
servoirs in the Persian Gulf. The contract 
is being undertaken by the Contracting and 
Trading Company of Beirut. . . . Registra- 
tions have been invited by the Public Works 
Department of Kuwait for the supply and 
erection of structural steel frameworks for 
two new water towers. Foreign firms wish- 
ing to tender must do so in conjunction 
with a Kuwait partner or agent. ... The 
final details of the civil works contract for 
a power station for Kuwait have not been 
decided. The new station will supplement 
an existing one which has not the capacity 
to feed the many new buildings being 
erected. .... The Kuwait Cinema Com- 
pany have now provisionally appointed a 
local contractor for the construction of one 
indoor cinema to seat about 2,000 people. 
Work is scheduled to begin in the near 
future and will take about a year. 

RHODESIA .—Tenders have been invited 
for the whole of the airfield construction 
work on Rhodesia’s new £800,000 airport, 
about 10 miles north of Bulawayo. When 
completed to two- to two-and-a-half years’ 
time it is intended to serve Bulawayo 
and the surrounding district. This is the 
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first time that the Rhodesian Government 
has invited tenders for the whole of the 
airfield work on a new airport. The Goy. 
ernment’s Public Works Department is to 
install water, power, airfield lighting ang 
buildings. . . . Salisbury City Council is to 
spend over £2}m. on augmentation of the 
water supply and development and expan. 
sion of the Electricity Department. Ap 
immediate approach is to be made to the 
Federal and Territorial Governments for an 
assurance that the Council will be allowed 
to borrow funds to carry out these schemes, 
The sum, which comprises £2m. for the 
water schemes and approximately £600,000 
for the development of the Electricity 
Department, is in addition to the annual 
allocation. ... The possibility of eventy- 
ally setting up two canning factories jn 
Northern Rhodesia is being investigated by 
a new company which has been formed to 
distribute farmers’ produce. ... Building 
plans approved by Rhodesian cities and 
towns are as follows: Mabelreign, £673,085; 
Greendale, £576,292; Hatfield, £471,127; 
Highlands, £426,382; Waterfalls, £265,432, 
Building plans for Salisbury are valued at 
£54m. and are made up as_ follows: 
Domestic plans, £2,431,218; business pre- 
mises, £1,570,533; industry, £817,540; and 
on miscellaneous projects, £702,636. 





Mobile Cranes India 


*The Chief Engineer, Madras Port Trust, 
Madras, has called for tenders for two 6-ton 
diesel or diesel-electric, full circle revolving 
mobile cranes fitted with pneumatic tyres. 
The engine should be of sufficient power and 
of robust construction for heavy duty under 
tropical conditions. Hoisting, derricking, 
slewing and travel motions should be pos- 
sible separately or together as necessary. 
The crane should be able to travel and start 
with the load in any position of the slew. 
The closing date for tenders is February 27. 
For further details telephone Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, quoting reference number 
ESB/461/56. 


Iron and Steel, India 


*The following Indian firms of the iron 
and steel industry had licences granted for 
the establishment of new industrial under- 
takings (or the manufacture of a new article) 
during the period March, 1955, to October, 
1955 (the place names following the titles 
of the firms are the location of the under- 
taking): B. R. Herman and Mohatta, Ulhas- 
nagar, Bombay—steel structurals, 250 tons 
per month. Priestley Dugal (India), Ltd. 
Faridabad, Punjab—steel structurals, 135 
tons per month. Shri Jaidayal Dalmia, Cal- 
cutta, West Bengal—cast iron pipes and other 
allied castings, 1,200 tons per month. The 
Dina Industries, Ltd., Delhi—malleable 
iron pipe fittings, 60,000 Ibs. per month. 
Murugappa and Sons, Madras—electric re- 
sistance welded steel tubes, 7,500 to 9,000 
tons per annum. The Hindustan Electric 
Co., Ltd., Ulhasnagar, Bombay — steel 
structurals, 12,000 tons per annum. 
Bengal Screw Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Cal- 
cutta—wood screws, two tons per month. 
Imperial Tobacco Co. of India, Ltd., Bors- 
deopur—wood screws, two tons per month. 
Metalcraft (India), Ltd., Calcutta, West 
Bengal—labourers’ houses, 100 houses per 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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month; industrial latrines, 100 a month; field 
fencing (Micril brand), 50 miles per month. 
Guest Keen, Williams, Ltd., Bhandup, Bom- 
bay—wood screws, 87,000 gross per month. 
The Indian Expanded Metals, Ltd., Mulund, 
Bombay—expanded metal of all types, 385 
tons per month, 

Inquiries relating to this information to 
Commercial Relations and Exports Dept., 
Board of Trade, Room 4138, Horse Guards 
Avenue, London, SWI (telephone: Trafal- 
gar 8855, ext. 2310), quoting reference 
CRE/339/55. 

Furniture Hardware, USA 

*Messrs. J. G. Edelen Co., Inc., 107, Com- 
merce-street, Baltimore, 2, are interested in 
importing from the UK the following hard- 
ware items: screws, hinges, castors, gliders, 
bolts and nuts as well as bedroom furniture 
hardware such as tacks, furniture nails in 
brass and steel and any other hardware used 
in the manufacture of furniture. Exporters 
interested in this inquiry should write by air 
mail direct to the Baltimore concern with 
full details of their offers and c.i.f. quota- 
tions in US dollars. For further details 
telephone Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ESB /27740/55. 

Floor Grinders, South Africa 

*The Stores Department, South African 
Railways has called for tenders for the 
following items: one double stone and one 


single stone electric motor driven, normal 
speed, heavy duty floor grinders; one dust 


exhaust unit and any additional equipment . 


offered. The closing date for tenders is 
January 31. Further inquiries quoting 
ESB/314/56 to Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 
771. 


Road Making, Gold Coast 


*The Government of the Gold Coast in- 
vites tenders from contractors registered for 
Category Roads Class “A” for the con- 
struction of approximately 25 miles of road 
of which approximately 16} miles are along 
the existing route between Cape Coast and 
Beposo. The works will include the recon- 
struction of the existing bridges over the 
River Kakum and River Ante together with 
all other culvert and ancillary works, For 
detailed information phone Chancery 4411, 
ext. 738 or 771, quoting ESB/376/56. 
Engineering Awards 

An award for further study in engineering 
has been awarded to Mr. C. A. Biggs, of 
Bulawayo, by the UK High Commissioner 
in Salisbury. Two further awards will be 
made in 1956-57 to graduate engineers resi- 
dent in the Federation for study in Great 
Britain. The awards are scholarships, tenable 
for 12 months each, and are open to 
engineers under 35 not trained in the UK. 
Mr. Biggs (who holds a civil engineering 
degree from the University of Witwaters- 
rand and was until recently a member of 
the staff of the Bulawayo City Engineer) 
will spend his scholarship with the F.C. 
Construction Co., Ltd., Derby, where he will 
study reinforced concrete design and 
construction. 


Black and Galvanised Steel Pipe 

* The Longley Supply Co., 219-225, South 
Water-street, Wilmington, North Carolina, 
are interested in importing from the United 
Kingdom standard black and galvanised 
steel pipe threaded and coupled, sizes 4 in. 
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through 4 in., manufattured to American 
Standards and Specifications. The firm oper- 
ate a wholesale plumbing and electrical 
supplies business. They cover Wilmington 
and within a 125 mile radius, comprising 
sections of Eastern North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Georgia. For further inquiries 
telephone Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ESB / 602/56. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 
GROUP 
Committee Election 


AT THE annual general meeting of the Pre- 
stressed Concrete Development Group held 
at the Grosvenor Hotel, SW1, on January 12, 
the following committee was appointed to 
serve for 1956: 

MICE; 
MBE, 


Singleton-Green, 
G. W. Kirkland, 


Chairman, J. 
Vice-chairman, 
MIStructE. 

G. M. Adie, FRIBA; D. A. Andrews, 
AMICE; J. Beattie, AMICE; R. T. Betts, 
MBE, AMICE; C. F. Brereton; D. M. Chas- 
ton, FPWI; H. G. Cousins, MICE; J. Cuerel, 
MICE; R. F. Galbraith, MC, AMICE; J. W. 
Gibson; Gontran Goulden, TD, ARIBA; 
C. W. Hamilton; A. J. Harris, MICE; E. M. 
Hayward, AMICE; R. B. Hill, AMICE: 
W. M. Johns, MC, AMICE; A. Kirkwood 
Dodds, MC, FRIBA; A. Moller, MICE; Col. 
W. Burrans Sykes, TD, MIStructE. 


Chief technical officer, A. W. Hill, MICE; 
Secretary, P. H. T. Gooding, AMI]SiructE; 
Assistant secretary, G. E. Young. 
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CARIBBEAN BUILDING 
From Our Own Correspondent 


Trinidad.—Visiting Trinidad in connection 
with a new half-million-dollar hostel for the 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture 
have been Richard Llewelyn Davies, 
ARIBA, Director of Architectural Research 
in the Nuffield Foundation, and Mr. J. K. 
Page, of the Building Research Station. 
They are to collaborate in the design of 
the new hostel. 

The Government of Trinidad have 
awarded the contract for a new classroom 
block at Queens Royal College to Messrs. 
Jack Baker, of San Fernando, at an esti- 
mated cost of $80,000. Design is by Archi- 
tectural Branch, Department of Works and 
Hydraulics, and will provide a two-storey 
block of buildings on the playing-field. 

Tenders have been invited for a proposed 
six-storey office block in Treasury-street, 
Port of Spain, the estimated cost of which 
is $14m. The contract will comprise a rein- 
forced concrete framed structure on a con- 


gested site, the approximate dimensions 
being 250 ft. by 64 ft. by 95 ft. high. 
Foundations will be about 12 ft. below 


ground level. Names of contractors should 
be lodged with the Chief Architect, Depart- 
ment of Works and Hydraulics, 1, Edward- 
street, Port of Spain, before January 31, 
with a deposit of $200. 

Anthony Lewis, FRIBA, has been ap- 
pointed architect for a new luxury hotel 
at Toco, on the north coast of Trinidad. 
This will be fully air-conditioned, and, in 
addition to hotel rooms, it will contain a 
dancing-patio, swimming-pool, shops and 
full amenities designed to attract tourists. 
Meanwhile, plans for Port of Spain’s 
“Calypso Hilton” hotel have taken a fur- 
ther step forward by a visit to the site of 
Charles Warner, of New York, and Miguel 
Ferrer, of Puerto Rico who are to advise on 
behalf of Hilton Hotels, Inc., on the design. 

Barclays Bank (D.C. and O.) are engaged 
in an extensive rebuilding programme 
throughout the colony. Messrs. Watkins 
Gray and Partners, FRIBA, of London and 
Port of Spain, are architects for a new 
branch at Point Fortin, now nearing com- 
pletion, and another at San Fernando. This 
is being built by R. A. Farfan and Co. 
A further branch will be built at Couva. 

Barbadoes.—A new single-block hospital 
is to be built at Bridgetown to replace the 
present out-of-date premises. Estimated 
cost is $500,000 for 600 beds, and plans 
will provide future sites for a nurses’ hostel 
and an out-patients’ department. Architect 
is J. K. Tomlin. FRIBA, of PWD. 

The Government has voted $30,000 for 
the reconstruction of the Central Govern- 
ment Headquarters in Bay-street, Bridge- 
town. 

Jamaica.—Work is expected to start this 
month on the new School of Agriculture 
at Twickenham Park, at a cost of $600,000. 

The Government plan to start building 
early this year a three-storey ward at the 
Maternity Hospital, Kingston, estimated to 
cost $300,000. 

Bahamas.—Higgs and Hill, Ltd., builders, 
of London, have been awarded a £600,000 
contract for the Terminal Building at 
Windsor Field Airport, to designs by 
Norman and Dawbarn, FRIBA. Windsor 
Field is being developed to replace Oaks 
Field. 
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Nuclear Station, Chapelcross 


(THE construction of the nuclear power 

station at Chapelcross is expected to 
be completed by 1959. By the end of 1957 
it is estimated that the labour force em- 
ployed will be about 2,000, consisting of 
900 civil building and 1,100 mechanical and 
engineering personnel. 


Monotower Crane at Edinburgh 


Work on the Spey-street, Edinburgh, 
multi-storey flats scheme has begun; site 
preparation is well advanced. A 118 ft. high 
monotower crane has. been imported from 
France by the contractors to handle the con- 
structional work on the site, and its erection 
has aroused considerable interest. One of 
two such cranes in use in this country, it 
has an 82 ft. long right-angle jib which will 
service the construction work. 


Industry and the New Towns 


East KiLpripE Development Corporation 
has called for a co-ordinated transfer of 
new industry as well as new families to 
towns such as East Kilbride. There must 
be a planned transfer of industry from 
Lanarkshire and Glasgow to East Kilbride, 
sponsored by the Government in co-opera- 
tion with the local authorities concerned, 
Sir Patrick Dollan, chairman of East 
Kilbride Corporation has indicated. Sir 
Patrick points out that leading industrialists 
would transfer to new factories, provided 
that they obtained comparable facilities to 
those provided in industrial estates factories. 
Sir Patrick urges amendment of legislation 
to ensure economic equity for industrial 
employers, whether in new towns or indus- 
trial estates. 

Sir Patrick has also stated that the de- 
velopment corporation had received 11,000 
applications for houses. Allocations of 
houses already built give Glasgow 48.4 per 
cent., Lanarkshire 38.2, the rest of Scotland 
7.8 and the rest of the UK 5.6 per cent. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for the proposed new 
buildings at Aberdeen Roval Infirmary, Forresthill, 
for the North Eastern Hospital Board, Albyn-pl., 
Gt. Western-rd. (est. cost £113,000). Joint A: George 
Bennett Mitchell & Sons (F/A), Bon Accord-sq., 
Aberdeen; and Peto, Sons, & Fairweather (F), Queen 
Annes Gate, London. 

Ayr.—Plans by the architects of Hardie & Co. (Fur- 
nishers), Ltd., have been approved for alterations and 
additions at New Bridge-st. (est. cost £11,000). 

ithness-shire.—Plans in the hands of Caithness 
Planning and Works Architects for houses at Reay 
Ishult farm site. 

East Lothian.—Plans in hand for new hospital 
centre, for East Regional Hospital Board, Brake- 
knowe (est. cost £430,000), at Ninewells. Robert H. 
Matthew (F), Humbie, East Lothian. 

Edinburgh.—Plans by the architects of Messrs. 
George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 37, Palmerston-pl., 
Westend, Edinburgh, approved for new schemes of 
houses at three Swanston sites (est. cost £72,500). 

Edinburgh.—Roya! Infirmary Convalescent Home 
at Corstorphine to be modernised (est. cost £58,000). 

Fif .—Plans in hand for an approved in prin- 
ciple scheme of alteration and additions (est. cost 
£22,000) to be carried out by corporation of Dunferm- 
line at the Luscar Residential Home. Council A: 
David H. Shaw (F), Master of Works Offices, Muni- 
cipal Bidgs., Dunfermline. 

Forfarshire.—Plans approved for shops at the 
Murray-st. housing development site, Montrose. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of the architects of 
W. A: Jacks & Sons (Grain), Ltd., Glasgow, for new 
factory at the junction of Forbes- and Kerr-sts., 
Carlton. 

ow.—Plans to be prepared by the Architectural 
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and Planning Dept., Municipal Bldgs., George-sq., 
Glasgow, Cl, for Corporation crematorium at a 
Linn-park site. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by the Planning 

— Architectural Dept., Transport House, Renfield- 
, Glasgow, WC2, for corporation motor ‘bus garage 
7 *Mosspark-dr. and Cockerhill-rd., Mosspark. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared. by Planning and 
Architectural Dept., Municipal Bldgs., George-sq., 
Glasgow, WC2, for crematorium on a site purchased 
from the Craigton Cemetery. 

Greenock.—Preliminary plans submitted to the Cor- 
poration for the further development of the housing 
site at Brachelston, Inverkip-rd., have been pro- 
visionally approved. : J. Austin Bent (A), 15. 
Palmerston-p!., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Inverness.—The Northern Area Fire Joint Com- 
mittee is planning a new fire station for Longman, 
Inverness (est. cost £40,000). 

Island of Arran.—Plans in the hamds of Buteshire 
Council’s architects for houses at a Broderick housing 
development site. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared by the architects 
of the Church of Scotland, George-st., Edinburgh, 
for new parish church at Burnhead housing site. 

Lanarkshire.—-Plans approved for Meredith & Drew, 
Ltd., Formigair, Hamilton, for new warehouse build- 
ings. A: Cullen, Lochead & Brown (F), 119, Cadzow- 
st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the compre- 
hensive layout for Moorside housing site and shopping 
centre at Caillieston. A: Samuel MacColl (A), 
Housing, Planning and Architectural Dept., County- 
bidgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of the engineers 
of the South of Scotland Electricity Board, 206, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow, WC2, for new buildings and 
garage at Kinneur-rd., Bishopbriggs. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for additions and 
alterations at Min-st., Douglas, for the Commercial 
Hotel. A: James Barrie, 9, Hagshaw View, Douglas. 

Midlothian.—Plans approved for 44 houses at the 
Bathgate Fallside housing site. A: J. Austin Bent 
(A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. Prin- 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FFOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 544, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d. 
Ist a 440 
2nd 334 58 8 
3rd : 50 88 0 
4th - ae -. 664 117 4 
Sth - 715 132 0 


For female aime: ‘the rates are: 
Operatives on craft nee, ” end of s. d. 
probationary period) 5 ae 

3 


Operatives on labouring epecetions (at 
end of probationary period) we 


N 
- 











cipal Contrs.: Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Leven- 
bank, Jameston, Vale of Leven. 

Perthshire.—Plans approved for 41 houses of one-, 
two-, three-, and four-apartments at the Hope Park 
development site. Council A: William A. Coutts, 
Borough Surveyor’s Office, Blairgowrie, Perth. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for houses as new de 
velopment of the Johnstone Howwood-rd. housing 
scheme. Council A: John Marshall (F), Borough Sur- 
veyor’s Offices, Mitchell-st., Johnstone. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 

ma 
JANUA 

*tDroitwich BC.—31 vane = 10 flatted dwellings 

2 — housing estate. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. 
JANUARY 23. 

*tEastbourne CB.—Gymnasium block and care- 
taker’s cottage for Chelsea College of Phvsical Edu- 
cation at ‘‘ Bishopsbourne,’’ Carlisle-rd. BS, 4, 
Saffrons-rd. 

*Watford BC.—Erection of 236 houses at Meriden 
estate. BE&S, Town Hall. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 


Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 




















*tWest Riding CC.—(1). One pair of houses at the 
Yorks (W.R.) Institute of Agriculture, Askham 
Bryan; (2) east wing to form gardener’s cottage at 
Woolley Hall College. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

JANUAR 


*+Middlesbrough CB.—Extensions Kirby Sec. 
Gram. Sch. Director of Ed., Woodlands-rd. Dep. 
£5 5s. Tenders by March 2. 

*t Middlesbrough EC.—Extensions Acklam Hall 
Boys’ Gram. Sch. Director of Ed., Woodlands-rd. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


Tenders by March 2. 
JANUARY 28. 
*tEssex CC.—Erection of canteen at St. Edward’s 
C of E Sec. Sch., Romford. County A. 
*+Essex CC.—Additional classroom accommodation 
at Maldon Gram. Sch. County A. 


JANUARY 30. 

*t+tHerefordshire CC.—First instalment of new 
College of Further Education at Broadlands. County 
A. Bath-st., Hereford. 

*tLiverpool.—Erection of RC sec. mod. sch. for 
boys and girls at Speke. J. C. Prestwich & Sons, 
Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. Dep. £3 3s., 
payable to Rev. Fr. J. McCarthy. 

*+Plymouth TC.—(a) Erection of school buildings; 
(b) heating installations and hot water systems: (c) 
electrical installations for (1) Manadon Vale Prim. 
Sch., and (2) Burrington Sec. Mod. Sch. City A, 
Seymour-rd. 

*+Southampton CBC.—Erection of main entrance, 
staff rooms and lavatories (north block) of Mount 
Pleasant Sec. Sch. Boro’ 


JANUARY 31. 

*+Durham CC.—Occupation centre at Woodhouse- 
cl. estate, Bishop Auckland; additional classroom at 
Leaveside Cty. Infants’ Sch. County A, South-st. 

FEBRUARY 1. 

*+Carshalton UDC.—Factory buildings at Wrythe-la. 
industrial site. C, District Council Offices, The 
Grove. 

*Thurrock UDC.—Re-roofing 46 houses at Tilbury. 
Estates Manager, Council Offices, Grays. ; 

*tWorcs CC.—Seven-classroom infants’ and jun. 
sch. at Studley-rd., Redditch. County A, 14, Castle- 


st., Worcester. Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 3. 
*+Bucks CC.—Sec. mod. sch., Bicester-rd., Ayles- 
bury, and same, Cippenham, Slough. Clerk, 
Aylesbury. 


*Lichfield City C.—Applications invited from build- 
ing contractors to be put on approved list. City 
E&S, 62, Wade-st. 

*Lichfield City C.—Applications invited from civil 
engineering contractors to be put on approved list. 
City E&S, 62, Wade-st. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Curtain wall metal glazing 
to external corridors at Westcliff high sch. for boys. 
Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. 

FEBRUARY 7. 

Berkhamsted UDC.—Seven pairs houses and 2 pairs 

old persons’ bungalows at Westfield estate. E&S. 

Southport 9 framing for girls’ high sch. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
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FEBRUARY 10. 
*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Sports pavilion at Blenheim 
Back Eastwood. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep 





~ sSouthend-on- -Sea CB. oakroom and altera- 





tions to form two Classrooms one labor 
Westcliff High Sch. for Girls ’ A, 30, Alex 
st. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY lI, 
*Willenhall UDC.—36 


garages at various sites. 
Town Hall. Dep. 3 
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FEBRUARY 17. 
*Southend-on- Sea CB.—Public conveni 
2- Shoeburyness. Boro’ A, 
st. Dep. £2 
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*Croydon CB. Two classroom extensions at Gon- 
vi yrnt Heath h i i 
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* Aycliffe Development Corporation. —1z 
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ACCOUNTING & COSTING 
SYSTEMS FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDERS 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 
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Accrington.—Lancs EC ceived or new 
R.C. sec 1956/7 ding pro- 
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Amesbury.—RDC proposes to build 78 houses as 
follows: 18 traditional houses and six traditional old 
people’s bungalows at Amesbury; twe traditional 
houses and four old people’s bungalows at Bulford; 
14 houses and four old people’s bungalows at Dur- 
rington; 10 houses and two old people’s bungalows 
at Idmiston; 10 houses at Orcheston; and six houses 
and two old people’s bungalows of Reema type at 
Figheldean. 

Ashbourne.—RDC proposes erection of 12 houses 
at Hulland Ward. 

Ashington.—Plans approved for extensions to 
Ashington Hospital, £127,000 est. Ch. A., New- 
—= Regional Hospital Board, Osborne-rd., New- 
castle. 

Atcham.—RDC approved plans for 20 houses at 
Westbury. 

Atherstone.—Licensing Justices approved plans for 


improvements to ‘‘ Plough Inn,’’ Mancetter. A: 
. W. Shipley, Kingscourt, Bridge-st., Walsall. 
£10,000 est. 


Bedford.—Plans are being prepared for erection of 
block of flats at Beauchamp-row. ~ 

Berwick-on-Tweed.—Northumberland CC proposes 
to build two welfare centres, to cost £10,000 each. 
County A., County Hall, Newcastle. 

Bingham.—RDC to prepare layout for redevelop- 
ment of No. 1 clearance area by erection of two- 
Storey buildings and aged persons’ bungalows. 

Birmingham.—TC proposes improvements to Town 
Hall, £100,000 est. 

Bold (Lancs.).—Start expected to be made shortly 
with building of superstructure of proposed big 
power station. J. Couves & Ptnrs. (F), 
Carliol Ho., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bolsover.—UDC approved plans for erection of 66 
bungalows at Oxcroft-la. and Limekiln Fileds. 

Bolton.—EC received approval of sketch plans and 
estimates for proposed Smithills cty. gram. sch. 

Border.—RDC approved erection of 20 dwellings 
at Longtown and five aged persons’ bungalows at 
Dalston. 

Carlisle.—City E to prepare plans for additions to 
Art College. £75,000 est. 

Chapel.—RDC proposes erection of 12 one-bed- 
room maisonettes at site between Thornbrook-rd. and 
Park-rd. 

Chelmsford.—Licensing Justices approved plans for 
demolition and rebuilding of ‘‘ Lion and Lamb ’”’ 
Hotel, Duke-st., Chelmsford, for Taylor, Walker & 
Co., Ltd., Limehouse, E14. 

Chelmsford.—Essex CC Health Com. propose new 
health services clinic at Melbourne Park estate, 
£11,750 (revised est.). 

Cheshire.—EC to invite tenders for Crewe Buchan 
Grove and Crewe Vine Tree Farm. sec. mod. schs. 


for girls, £120,000 and £150,000 est. Plans by 
County A. 
Chesterfield.—Trustees of Littlemoor Methodist 


Church propose erection of new Sunday school at 
Ulverston-rd. site. £12,000 est. 

Chesterfield.—Arthur Heath, bldg. contr., Chester- 
field, proposes erection of houses at site on Ashgate- 
Old Brampton-rd.—BC approved site at Burnbridge- 
td. for erection of Whittington infants’ sch. 

Coventry.—TC approved in principle erection of 
new prim. sch. at Woodway-la., propose construc- 
tion of aged peoples’ homes at Willenhall and Stoke 
Aldermoor, and establishment of corperation but- 
chery, £16,885 est. 

Crawley New Town.—Plans are in preparation for 
new church, hall and parsonage at Southgate and 
new church hall for St. John’s, and work is expected 
to start this year. New churches are also proposed 
at Tilgate and Gossops Green. 


Darwen.—TC approved plans for aged persons 
hostel at Earnsdale-rd.—Proprietors of Belgrave 
Mills propose rebuilding of premises over next four 
years. £500, est. 

Derby.—British Railways (London Midland Region) 
Propose erection of new diesel test house, £79,000 est. 

Easington.—Additions costing £13,000 are proposed 
to Victoria Workmen’s Club. A: M. Angus (L), 
3 Gallowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Essex.—Consent to be sought for borrowing sums 
for following projects:—Purchase of 13 sites (149 
acres) at Aveley LCC estate, £126,426; purchase of 
site (54 acres), for S. Dagenham Cty. Sec. Sch., 
£2,652; purchase of site (134 acres), for Wickford 
Cty. Sec. Sch., £8,081. 

Essex.—Subject to necessary consents, EC approved 
following minor capital projects, est. to cost £10.000 
each, and for which tenders will be invited:—Two 
new classrooms, etc., at Great Totham-Wickham 
Bishops area, replacement prim. sch.; two new class- 
rooms, etc., at Lambourne Cty. Prim. Sch.; two new 
classrooms, etc., at Littlebury CofE Sch.: three 
classrooms, etc., at Thundersley CP Sch.; first in- 
stalment, three classrooms and two craft rooms, at 
Laindon MHigh-rd. Sec. Sch.; three new practical 
rooms, at Rochford Sec. Sch.; new hall, etc., at 
S. Benfleet CP Sch.; two new classrooms, etc., at 
North Weald CE Sch.; additional accommodation, at 
Chingford Cty. High Sch.; domestic subjects room, 
at Barking Gascoigne Sec. Sch.; first instalments of 
accommodation to replace Marshalls Hall, at Rom- 
ford Cty. Sec. Sch.; new classroom accommodation, 
etc., at Saffron Walden CofE Sch.; two new class- 
rooms, at Chingford St. Mary’s RC Sch.; and new 
infants’ block, at Leyton St. Joseph’s RC Sch. 

Essex.—CC to employ private architects and quan- 
tity surveyors in connection with provision of school 
meals facilities at following schools in 1956-57 pro- 
gramme:—Basildon Vange RC prim., Chelmsford 
RC sec. and Ilford RC sec.; private QS and struc- 
tural engineer for Nazeing Cty. prim. and QS for 
13 minor capital projects in 1955-56 programme. 

Essex.—EC approved sketch plans and estimates 
for submission to MofE as follows:—New Colchester 
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Monkwick cty. infants’ sch., £42,350 est.; new Ray- 
leigh Glebe cty. prim. sch., £47,432 est.; and new 
South Hornchurch Scargill cty. infants’ sch., 
£40,750 est. 

Essex.—MofE to be asked to include following 
schools in 1956-57 programme:—Hutton cty. jun., 
£54,208 est.; Debden Thomas Willingale cty. infants’, 
£42,350 est. 

Essex.—CC received loan consents for tollowing 
building projects:—Rochford Hawkwell Holt cty. jun. 
sch., £58,040; Hutton CofE (controlled) sch. (pur- 
chase of site), £3,838; Little Thurrock Torells cty. 
sec. girls’ sch., £156,791; Harlow Potter-st. cty. sec./ 
tech. sch., £318,511; and Dagenham Oxlow-la. 
health services clinic, £19,260. 

Felling.—Durham Divisional Coal Board is to 
carry out redevelopment scheme at Wardley Nos. 2 
and 3 pits. Work will include new offices, canteen, 
medical treatment centre, pithead baths, etc. Plans 
by NCB Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gos- 
forth, Northumberland. 

Gateshead.—Hugh Wood & Co., Ltd., Team Val- 
ley Trading Estate, propose to make big extensions 
to their factories. A: L. J. Couves & Ptnrs. (F), 
Carliol House, Newcastle—Work expected to start 
this year on 3}-mile by-pass between Gateshead and 
Felling, £500,000 est. County S., Durham.—TIC to 
build children’s home at Lobley Hill. Boro’ S. 

Hindley.—UDC preparing plans for erection of 
further 40/45 houses. 

Hyde.—Managers of St. Paul’s R.C. School pro- 
pose erection of new sec. mod. schl. 

Ipswich.—MoE agreed to include further instal- 
ment of Civic College, £332,000 est., in 1955-56 pro- 
gramme.—130 sq. yd. at Queen-st. to be sold to 
Central Properties (Ipswich), Ltd., for erection of 
shops and offices.—Loan sanction, £149,955, to be 
sought for erection of 118 houses at Chantry estate. 


Jarrow.—CC to build fire station. County A., 
Durham. ; ’ 
Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board approved 


erection of new library building at Walton Hospital, 
library and recreation room for TB patients at New- 
sham Gen. Hospital, a chapel at Alder Hey Hos- 
pital, new day room accommodation at Victoria 
Gen. Hospital, milk kitchen at Birkenhead Child- 
ren’s Hospital, patients’ recreation room at, Cleaver 
Hospital, prefabricated shop at Deva Hospital, and 
staff social club at Rainhill Hospital—TC approved 
revised plans and estimates for maternity and child 
welfare and school health clinics at Croxteth and 
Speke estates.—IC to prepare quantities for new 
baths at Speke. 

Manchester.—EC to prepare plans for laboratory 
and drawing office to provide applied physics labora- 
tory at Chorlton Grammar Sch. TC approved 32 
houses at Rodgeway-st. and Holland-st., Ancoats; 
18 single persons flats and 16 aged persons flats at 
Wastdale-rd., Newall Green, Wythenshawe; 6 houses, 
6 cottage flats, 14 aged persons dwellings and 7 lock- 
up garages at Bank House-rd., Plant Hill-rd., Chapel- 
la. and Sherwell-rd., Blackley; and erection of dwell- 
ings at Gorton for Sutton Dwelling Trust.—New 
factory and offices proposed at Shentonfield and 
Carrsfield-rd., Northenden, for Hilson Wire Products, 
Ltd. A: Philip E. B. Bamforth (A), 28, Ryebank- 
rd., Firswood, nr. Stockport. 








Jreatment with 
Penetrex 53 


High Silicone Content 


Water Repellent 
effectual ly SEALS 
WALLS against Damp 


PENETREX “53” is fully effective on 
Stone, Brick, Stucco, Concrete, or As- 
bestos Cement. Either brushed or 
sprayed on, it is highly economical, 
giving coverage of up to 270 square 
feet to the gallon depending upon 
the porosity of the surface. Available 
in sizes from Pint Tins to 5 Gallon 
Drums. Ask your Merchant for it or 
write to F. A. WINTERBURN LTD., 
HOLBORN ST., Leeds, 6. Telephone : 
Leeds 25692. 
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Manchester.—Pritish Transport Commission Pro- 
Poses erection of social club with -bowling green a 
Oak-st., Miles Platting. Plans by British Railways 
District Estate Office, Hunts Bank, Manchester et 
Fieldhouse & Ross, Ltd., bldg. contrs., Propose 
erection of block of 8 self-contained flats at No, 2 
Carlton-rd., Whalley Range. ei 

Middlesbrough.—Dorman Long & Co., Ltd., are 
this year to develop their coke oven plant at South 
Bank, build new blast furnaces at their Cleveland 
works, and build new medium section mill. 

Morley.—Morley Co-operative Society, Ltd., pro- 
poses new offices and emporium at Albion-st. 

Morpeth. — MH _ approved in principle Newcastle 
Hospital Board’s £28,000 scheme for building out. 
patients’ department at Morpeth Cottage Hospital 
Board’s Chief A. , 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcastle United —_ Football 
Club to erect covered grandstand at St. James’s Park 
football ground.—EC obtaining tenders for building 
new Rutherford High School (600 places) and a 
swimming bath at adjoining site in West-rd. Plans 
by 7 A. : R. H. Dunn, Lambton Ho., Lamb. 
ton-rd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Church Institute at Hood-st, 
to be demolished and block of offices erected for 
Grainger Building Society. A: L. J. Couves & 
Ptnrs. (F), Carliol Ho. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Amended plans by C. Solo- 
mon, St. Mary’s Place, Newcastle, for offices at 
India King’s Court for Sinton & Co., have beer 
approved.—City Education A., Northumberland-rd., 
prepared plans for domestic science room at Ches- 
terfield-rd. sec. mod. sch., for EC.—City C to erect 
three-storey flats and maisonettes at St. Peter’s-rd, 
and Clydesdale-rd., and plans have been approved, 
City A.—City C obtaining tenders for 126 flats and 
maisonettes near Hodgkin Park and repairs depot 
and garage at Blakelaw housing estate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Work is expected to begir 
shortly on new bottling factory for Newcastle Brew- 
eries, who plan to build five new public-houses an- 
nually for some years. 

Newport, Mon.—Housing Com. recommend leas- 
ing of three sites, comprising 9 acres, at Alway and 
Ringland Top for private building; propose that 135 
houses should be provided for slum clearance in 
next five years; and recommend building of 13 old 
people’s dwellings at St. Julian’s. 

Newtown and Lianlilwchaiarn, Mont.—Eight bun- 
galows proposed between Dinam-terr. and Coedy- 
fridd, for UDC. A: A. Stanley Hill, Brookside, 
Llanfair-rd.. Newtown, to negotiate contract with 
Delveron Estates, Ltd., Bala. for four further houses 
at Canat-rd. site. 

Northampton. — TP and Development Com. ap- 
proved scheme of private housing development at 
British Railways sports ground at junction Kettering- 
rd./Beech-ave., for H. Holloway & Sons. Ltd. 

North Down, N. Ireland. — 14 three-bedroomed 
bungalows to be built by RDC at Ballystockart. §: 
H. L. Knight. 

North Riding.—CC obtaining tenders for convert- 
ing part of police stations at Eston and Grangetown 
into married quarters, and for erecting police houses 
at Scarborough (8), Marske (2), Taskelf (1) and 
Askrigg (1). County A., County Hall, Northallerton. 

Northumberland.—Revised plans prepared for 60- 
bed extension at Thomas Taylor Homes at Stan- 
nington, for County Welfare Com.—Amended plans 
also prepared for old people’s home at Cowpen, 
Blyth. County A.. County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—University Authorities propose erec- 
tion of new science block. £2,000,000 est. A: Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA (F), 48, Queen Ann-st., WI.— 
Norwich Union Building Society propose rebuilding 
of premises at South Parade. A: Evans. Cart- 
wright & Woollatt (F), 6, Clarendon-st., Nottingham. 

Oldbury.—Britannia Park Sons of Rest propose 
erection of new home at Britannia Park. 

Oswestry.—TC proposes erection of aged persons’ 
bungalows at Swan-la. 

Otley.—TC approved sketch plans for houses an¢ 
shops at Weston-la. Estate. S to prepare working 
drawings.—Tom Smith (Otley), Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of 10 houses at Milner Bank House site. 

Otley—UDC approved plans: Fire station and 
premises at Bondgate, for West Riding CC; 8 houses 
at Milner Bank, for Tom Smith (Otley), Ltd. 

Plymouth.—500 non-traditional and 149 traditional 

ouses are planned at Southway estate, Tamerton; 
24 four-storey flats at Pasley-st., Stoke: 24 flats at 
Woolster-st.. The Barbican; 78 four-storey flats at 
Lipstone estate: 29 flats at Farm-la., Honicknowle; 
four shops and eight flats at Honicknowle: 24 flats 
at Edgcumbe-st.; 30 dwellings at Granby Barracks; 
36 dwellings at King-st. and Cecil-st.; four shops 
and four maisonettes at Chaucer-way: several tradi- 
tional houses at Whitley Green; two shops at Mana- 
don; and 33 Cornish unit houses at various sites 10 

1956 programme. 

Preston.—Manchester Regional Hospital Boaré 
proposes construction of accommodation for neufo- 
surgery at Royal Infirmary. 


Radcliffe.—TC approved erection of 12 modified 
Bailey-Stratton bungalows at Sumner-ave. To prt 
pare plans for erection of 20 bungalows at Alma-st. 

Rotherham.—EC proposes extensions to Techni 
cal College. ; 

Rowley Regis.—TC seeks approval for erection of 
70 houses at Corngreaves estate, 144 at Tividale Hall 
estate, 40 at Blackberry-la., Springfield, and 12 flats 
at Bell End. 

Runcorn.—RDC proposes erection of 12 houses a 
Halton, 34 at Frodsham and 36 at Appleton. 

Scarborough.—TC’s plan to build £36,500 crema 
torium at Woodlands Cemetery has been approv 
by MH&LG. Boro’ E. 





January | 


Sheffield.- 
Millet, Lor 
for girls 
; South Sh 
King-st., Sc 
posed inter- 
new * Gre 
Gateshead 

South Sh 
J. Readheac 
Ptnrs. (F), 

Stockport 
nursery, £31 

Stockton- 
formed Sto 
mod. sch. 
Stockton- 
for two add 
tenders are 
Stoke-on- 


‘or 







n- 
Sunderlan 
proposed M 
to be invitec 
Tyldesley. 
in slum cle: 
factory at 
la., for Ser 
Ulverston. 
4 shops at | 
Upholland 
library and 
Uttoxeter. 
tion of cast 
works. £15 
Wakefield. 
suitable pre! 
station. 
Wallasey. 
sec. mod. s¢ 
Wallsend. 
ustices by 
mont, New 











posed to ni 
houses on | 
marsh & P 
Newcastle-on 
shops and o' 
st. and Stati 
approved fo 
High-st. Eas 
Newcastle-on 
& Son (L), 
and Presbyte 
Wardle.—-| 
Wardle. 

Wardle. —l 
tion of 32 fi 
Warringtor 
e t 


o M 






rringtor 
ranch librar 
Wesham, 
Propose exte 
West Brov 
} at Be 


houses 





41 houses 
Leonard N 
on-Tyne, pre 

& ¢ 








poses new er 

Worksop. 
Propose new 
spring. 1956 
Wrexham. 
Wrexham mo 
Gwersyllt mc 
ment of Que 
est. 


* Denotes ac 
* Denotes p» 
+ Denotes re 
§ Denotes a 
© Denotes a 

ments. 

Annan.—N; 
A: J. Couves 
on-Tyne: *M 
£3 million est 


Bedford. —/ 
a Wootton, 
Bedford, £80. 





O- 
ys 
se 
re 


th 
nd 


tle 
It- 


all 
tk 
ng 


ins 
\b- 


St. 
‘Or. 


chni- 
n of 
Hal! 
flats 


es at 


emae 
oved 





January 20 1956 


Scarborough.—TC proposes spending £14,000 on 
erection of nine houses or flats at Longwestgate: 
£44,500 on 50 flats for general needs; and £50,800 
on 55 flats for slum clearance schemes in 1956-57. 

Sheffield.—EC approved appointment of Mercer & 
Miller, London, as QS for Jordanthorpe sec. sch. 

irls : ¢ 
"io Shields.\—T. A. Page, Son & Hill (F), 75, 
King-st., South Shields, have prepared plans for pro- 
posed inter-parochial RC sec. sch., and for proposed 
new * Grey Hen ’”’ hotel, for J. Rowell & Sons, 
Gateshead : sa 

South Shields.—New fitting shop to be built at 
J, Readhead & Sons’ shipyard. A: L. J. Couves & 
Ptnrs. (F), Carliol House, Newcastle. 


Stockport.—EC proposes erection of new children’s 
nursery, £30,000 est. ‘ , ; 
Stockton-on-Tees. — Durham County EC has in- 


formed Stockton RDC of its intention to build cty. 
mod. sch. County A., Durham. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A. has prepared plans 
for two additional classrooms at St. John’s sch., and 
tenders are being obtained. : 
Stoke-on-Trent.—TIC approved layout for 38 houses 








off Corneville-rd., Robertville-rd., Townsend, 240 
dwellir t Banbury-rd. off Anchor-rd., Longton, 
34. dwe s and 12 garages at Upper Hbollins-st. 


and Carron-st., Fenton. 
Sunderland.—EC approved plans by Boro A. for 


propose Moorlands sec. tech. sch., and tenders are 





to be invite 
ag Pg UDC proposes erection of 40 houses 
n slum clearance scheme.—Approved plans for new 
factory at site between East Lancs.-rd. and Chaddock- 
la., for Servitor Textiles, Ltd. 


Ulverston.—UDC approved erection of block of 
4 shops at Croftlands Park estate. : 
Upholand.—Lancs CC proposes erection of new 
library and aged persons’ hostel at Alma Hill. 
Uttoxeter.-UDC approved scheme for construc- 
tion of cast iron culvert from biscuit factory to gas- 
works. £15,000 est. 


TC to prepare plans for adaptation of 


Wakefield. : ) 
: combined fire and ambulance 


premises for 





Authorities propose erection of new 
Moreton. 
Application to be made to Licensing 
B. Reid & Co., Ltd., Upper Clare- 
Newcastle-on-Tvne, for permission to rebuild 
“Engine ’’ inn, Willington Quay, at adjacent site 
A: Percy L. Browne, Son & Harding (F), Pearl 
Bides., Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Wallsend.—TC approved erection of another 60 
houses at Low Willington Farm estate, and it is pro- 
to negotiate contract. TC also proposes 18 
houses on land adjoining Mullen-rd.—F. B. Hind- 
& Partners, estate agents, 114, Pilgrim-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are contemplating erection of 
shops and offices at corner of Station-rd. and Laurel- 
st. and Station-rd. and High-st. East.—Revised plans 
approved for proposed East End workmen’s club, 
igh-st. East. A: J. M. Angus (L), 3, Gallowgate. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Revised plans by P. J. Stienlet 
& Son (L), Queen-sq., Newcastle, for RC Church 
and Presbytery approved 
Wardle.--UDC proposes 
Wardle —UDC seeks Ministry approval for erec- 
tion of 32 fl Ashbrook estate. 
Warrington.—RDC to sell site at Woolston Hall 
tate to Methodist authorities for erection of new 


‘Wallasey. —RC 
sec. mod. sch. at Douzlas Drive, 
Wallsend. 

¢ } W 


es bY > 














erection of flats at 


its at 





Warrington.—TC approved plans for permanent 
branch library at Orford estate 
Wesham, nr. Preston.—Parkinson 
pr extensions at Phoenix Mill 
West Bromwich. BC approved 


Biscuits, Ltd., 


erection of 18 














uses at Bowstoke-rd. and of aged persons’ home 
at Yew Tree estate 
Whitley Bay.—Guy Temple, builder, Hil! Heads- 
rd., Whitley Bay, to erect houses in Beresford-rd., 
§ e—L. G. Wood (A), Northumberland- 
sq., hields, has prepared layout plans for 
4 near Seatonville-rd., .Monkseaton.— 
Leonard Netts (A), 69, Grosvenor-ave., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, prepared plans for 24 flats in Marine-ave 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on- 
T to develop private housing site adjoining 
n Grange estate and Seatonville-rd.—TC pro- 
crematorium, £15,000 est. Boro’ E. 
Fast Midland Motor Services, Ltd., 
new ‘bus station Work to commence 


EC proposes: further extensions at 
mod. sch., £80,000 est.; first instalment of 
mod. schl., £70,000 est.; and first instal- 


Gwersyllt 
ment of Queens Park jun. and infants’ schl., £10,000 


est. 


fs 
TENDERS 

: Denotes accepted. 

* Denotes provisionally accepted. 

: Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments 


Annan.—Nuclear power station at Chapel, Annan. 
A: J. Couves & Ptnrs. (F), Carliol House, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *Michell Construction Co., Nottingham. 
£3 million est. 

Bedford.—36 flats at Monkshill for BC: 
(Lincoln), Ltd., £60,861 (subject 

&LG). 

Bedford.—44 houses. six bungalows and six garages 
a Wootton, for *Warton & Goodship, 
Bedford, £80,615, 


*Lindum 
to approval by 








THE BUILDER 


Birmingham.—Erection of Swanhurst girls’ tech. 
sch., for EC: *Smith Bros., Construction, Ltd., 261, 
Stratford-rd., Birmingham, £170,829. 

Bradford.—Rebuilding of bombed Rawson-pl. 
market as three-storey building with shops, offices 
and central market area. City A: W. Clifford Brown 
(F), AMTPI: {M. Harrison & Co. (Leeds), Ltd., 
£186,507. 

Caterham.—Erection of office block with ancillary 
works at Godstone-rd., for The National Canning 





Co., Ltd. A: Stock, Page & Stock (F). Fanshaw 
House, Fanshaw-st., Nl. QS: Widnell & Trollope. 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, Station-rd., Sidcup, 


Kent, £124,914. 
Congleton.—Erection of sec. mod. sch., for Cheshire 
CC: *A. Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington. 
Coventry.—Four shops with garages and 36 flats in 
three-storey blocks at Manor estate, for City C: *S. J. 


Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., Smith-rd., Wednes- 
bury, £58,680. 

Crewe.—40 houses at Wistaston estate, for TC: *G. 
Blease & Co., Henry-st., 


£61,701. 
y at Hinkshay-rd., for 
m), 2ad.: *A. F. R. 
d., Wolverhampton 
John sch. 


Dawley (Salop). 
Ever Ready Co. 
Godfrey, Ltd., 46, Wate 

Dewsbury.—Erection < 








Fisher RC 











at Birkenbanks, for RC Authorities: *Fell Construc- 
tion Co., Wakefield 

Doncaster.—New central workshops at Bullcroft 
Colliery, arcroft for National Coal Board 
*Cementation Co., Ltd., Bentley Works, Doncaster. 

Dundee.—Camperdown housing scheme. City A 
100 cottage type houses: *Scottish Construction Co., 
Ltd., £113,005; 100 houses in tenements: *Atholl 
Houses, Lt £110,835; 102 houses (tenements) 
*Weir Housing Corpr 


North jun 


Durham.—Erect 
t . 2y & Son, 


or CC. 





\ 





Freder St Sund (Subject to 
Ministry approval! 


Durham.—30 se 
la *E. Gilderoy, 


Red Hills- 


hed houses at 
Durham 







Gateshead. ry at Wrekentom, for 
: Boro’ n. Haslam House, West 
Crof ewe 12, £16,395. 





Greenock. 
poration housins 
(F), 180, Hop 
AMICE, Mt 


works, etc 


pment of central area cor- 
A: Frank Burnet & Boston 
ww, C2, and R. L. Rankin, 

Excavation, building 
rson & Co., Ltd., 33, 






Rue End-st., £103,017; joinery, ironmongery, etc 
*Ian MacCall & Co. (Bidrs.), Ltd., Townhead 
Work, Loc Iphead, £43,105; plumbing, etc., *John 
Pattison, Son Ltd., 32, Thread-st., Paisley, 
£26,925; plastering, etc.: Archibald MacKellar & Co. 
(Plasterers), 73, Firhili-rd., Maryhill, Glasgow, 





C3, £14.893 





Guildford.—Six bungalows, Laburnum-cl., Bell- 
fields. for BC. Boro’ E&S: G. H. Causey, BSc, 
AMICE QS: F. W. Norris, ARICS: * & 
Hammond, Ltd.. Deepdeene House, Woodbridg 


Guildford, £7,582. 

Hepton (Yorks).—12 houses at Wadsworth, for 
RDC: *O. Watson, New-rd., Hebden Bridge. 

Irthlingborough.—T blocks of flats at 
st.: *Gregory Housing, Ltd.. Worthing. 

Jarrow.—86 houses at Calf Close-la. estate, for TC 
Boro’ E: *Direct labour, £116,185. 

Kearsley.—Eight c flats and 12 houses at 
Springfield-rd. estate, for UDC: *W. Lionel Gray, 
Ltd.. Hospital-bidgs.. Darley, Farnworth, £23.595 

Liverpool.—-New fire station at Conleach-rd. and 

Speke. for Cit *J. B. Johnson & Co., 
5 





Baker- 





age 





yrth-par 





Ltd.. 17. Overton-st iverpool, £61. 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value 

Cornwall: Concrete flooring. etc., *E. Thomas & 
Co., Ltd., Public Works C« 






stors. King’s-ave., 
Falmouth, Corr “). ) 
& Sons, Ltd., 
Whittell, 77, 


‘ on 
; Painting, *Noakes & 
ngham; building work, 
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*F. Parham, Ltd., 173, Pier-rd., Gilli 
Paving, Hee Asphalt Paving — 
eorge’s-pl., anterbury; civil engineeri 
*Mears Bros. (Contrs.), Ltd., 154-158, Sydenham” 
SE26; building work, *Structural Waterproofers Lid. 
5 and 6, Nigel Playfair-ave., W6. Glasgow’ Area: 
Roofing, *Edward Gibben & Son, Ltd., 14, Annfield. 
pl., Glasgow, El. Hants: Painting, *Maurice Hill 
get House, Horndean, Hants. Somerset: 
ivil engineering wor * 2 ion- 
rd., Westbury, Wilts,” © Farr, Ltd., Station- 
London (Air Minist 
value of £500 or over 
Building work: *W 


;_ asphalt 
28, St. 


ry).—New works contracts to 
for week ended January 14:— 
m. Eaves & Co., Ltd., Daggers 





Hall Works, Vicarage-la Black ] ~ 
H » Vicarage-la., Bl pool, Lancs; *R. } 
Phillips & Son, Ltd., Estate-vard, Brigg Tae 
G. J. Furneaux, Ltd., 251, Barrack-rd.. Christ 
Hants; *Drabble Construction, Ltd., 44 
y-st., letchley, Bucks; *Francis Bros. 
a, -td., 11, Armour-rd., Tilehurst, Reading, 
erks, “sir Alfred McAlpine & Son. Ltd.. Waterloo- 
td., Wolverhampton, Staffs: *R. G. Carter, Ltd 
Cromer Office, Central-rd., Cromer; *Hobbs & 


Knight, Ltd., Ly; 
Rudman & Be 
Camp, Wilts. 





estone, Bude, Cornwall; *Downing 
Ltd., Ward Barracks, Bulford 
,. Artificers’ work: *G. E. Wallis & 















Ltd., Boscawen-st., Taurd Sornwall; 
*Adkins & Shaw (Bidrs. and Contrs.), i ‘St 
James-st . Daventry Resurfacing work: *The Limm - 
& Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., Trinidad 
House, Coventry-st., Birm ngham, 5. Floors to 
hangar: & n, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts 
—, *Robert M. Douglas (Contrs.), 


Erdington, Birmingham, 23. 


London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 




























sastern Regior 
tes R. Payne & Sons, Lingerfield, Nab W 
Ship Yorks, cleaning and Painting of 
1 » ZO ds, sheds and ottices, Signal | 
rodding at Manor Park, 


1 and Ilford stations and at 
and coal depot. *Tersons. 





Dollis-park, 5 
manent way in Cambridge 
Sons, Ltd.. Banner Cros 
Sheffield, 11, 1 tenanc 





3 












Permanent 
and in Ipswich distric 
Ltd., East Common- = 

cs, Maintenance and renewal of per- 
in Sheffield distric *W. & C. French 
-td., Buckhurst Hill, Essex, repairs and renewals to 
engine ash d Sposai pits, sunk ash wagon roads and 
roadways for mobile crane at March motive power 












epo Matisa E quipmer t 8, B ngnham 
1 * Ltd king - 
gate, SW1, su an V € Ww Sa = 

: P d delive of two Matisa tamp 





with large Ingersoll-Rand 
compresso *Scottish Machine Tool Corporation 
L . ; Drum oyne-rd., Govan, Glasgow, SWI supply 
an deli f one ‘* Bennie ’’ illotine late. 
— s y of one Bennie “" guillotine plate- 
heari hine, t with motor and starter, for 
Doncaster wegon work ; 


‘London (Metropolitan Police).—Recent contracts 
for building works:— i 

Interior cleaning and painting, Old-st. PS, *G 
Butters & Son, £530. Part interior redecorating, Im- 
peria ~drive, Harrow. *J. Lutman & Co.. £1,460. 
Interior cleaning and redecorating, Laing’s Estate 
Purley, *E A. Thorne & Sons, £975. Formation of 
ss Blythe-st., *Moffat Bros. £1.084 Interior 
redecorations and repairs, Lavender-hill PS. *Druc 

Z airs, Lavender-hil q ruce 
& Co. (Decorations), Ltd., £645. ‘ 
London (MoW).—Contracts pla 


anuary 




















ced in week ending 


{berdeenshire: DSIR, Torry, alterations to Build- 
ing ** A’ (Part 2) to form new laboratory 
1 ; t 2) to forn Ddoratory and store, 
etc., *Alex. Hall & Son (Bldrs.), Ltd . 21, Granitehill-rd. 
Northfield, Aberd Carmarthenshire: Lyric Build- 

t i tal redecoration, *Ian Williams 












, Queen-st., Cardiff. Cornwall: Redruth, 
HPO, workshop and garage, *M. T. 
Sons. Ltd., Longbrooke4er., Exe 





M/H No. 3 Polish 
Overton, additional work, *E. 
d., t Wrexham. 


W. Gittins 
t Gloucester- 
Moreton-in-Marsh, alterations 

buildings, *T. Williams & 
on — Longborough, 
} slos. Fire Training 
Centre, RAF station, Moreton-in-Marsh. new works 





and repairs 
Sons (Longborough 
nr. Moreton-ir 





adaptations and repairs, *Hinkins & Frewin Ltd 
Middleton-rd.. Banbury, Oxon. London: Bishops- 
gate TE, Jerome-st., El, internal decorations, 
*Decra, Ltd.. 11, Hanbury-rd.. W3. Government 


offices, Great George-st., SWI, reinstatement of 
dome, *Higgs & Hill, Ltd.. Crown Works, South 
Lambeth-rd.. SW8 Cunningham TE, adaptations 
and alterations, *W. E. Pearce & Son. Ltd.. “* Home 
Cottage,"” High-rd.. Edgware. Stirlingshire: PO 
Bainsford, Falkirk, alterations and additions to form 
postmen’s office, etc., *John Wight & Co. (Edin.), 
Ltd., Earls Gate Works. Grangemouth. Surrey: 
Palm House, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. rehabili- 
tation of south aisle and boiler house, *Higgs & Hills, 
Ltd.. Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd.. SWS. 
Warwickshire: Processional Way. Coventry, erection 
of TRS/TCC/trunk mech., *Lavender McMillan. 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester 
Park, Surrey. 

€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed in 
week ended January 7. 1956:—Berkshire: Flooring, 
*Vigers Bros., Ltd., London. Essex: Roadwork, 
*Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Richmond, Surrey. 
Hampshire: Painting and decorating, *Fields, Ltd., 
Reading. Kent: Building work, *Cox Bros.. Maid- 
stone. Leicestershire: Roofing work. *Flexi-Mastic 
Roofs & Asphalts, Ltd., Leicester. London: Paint- 








a 


building work, 
Nottinghamshire: Roofing work, 
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ing and decorating, *Fields, Ltd., Richmond, Surrey; 
*E, J. Logan (Putney), Ltd., SW16. 
*Bitumen Industries 
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(Contractors), Ltd., Slough. Pembrokeshire: Civi! 
engineering, *McNally Bros. & Co., Pembroke. 
— Building work, *Lee-Micklethwaite, Ltd., 
ork. 

London, WC1.—Erection of office building at 81-87, 
High Holborn and 24-27, Eagle-st., WC1, for Bernard 
Sunley Investment Trust, Ltd. A: Richardson & 
McLaughlan (L), 13, Mansfield-st.. W1. OS: Cyril 
Sweett & Ptnrs. *Rush & Tompkins, Ltd.. 109, 
Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent, £517,800. 

Middlesbrough. —Alterations and additions to Cor- 
poration transport depot, for TC. A: T. A. Craw- 
ford (L), 80, Borough-rd.: *Thornton Construction 
Co., Bridge-rd., Stockton-on-Tees, £14,680. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of chemical factory 
at Edgefield-ave., for Scott & Turner, Ltd. A: 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar (F), 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastle: *A. Monk & Co., Warrington, Lancs. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of public-house at 
Walker-rd., for Vaux & Associated Breweries, Ltd., 
Sunderland. A: E. M. Lawson (A), Barras-bldgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle: *Snowdon Bros., Belford- 
rd.. Sunderland. 

Northwich.—Erection of Barnton mod. sec. sch., 
for Cheshire CC: *Cooper Bros. & John Clayton, 
Ltd., Catherine-st., Macclesfield. 

Nottingham.—New factory at Daleside-rd., for 
. H. Hadden & Co., Ltd.: *A. E. Mason (contrs.), 
Ltd., Kirkland-ave., Sutton-rd., Mansfield. 

Nuneaton.—Conversion of chapel at cemetery as 
crematorium, for TC: *G. & E. Wincott, 64, Cotton- 
la.. Nuneaton, £11,652. 

Rotherham.—Five shops with four flats over at 
Brampton Bierlow, for RDC: *G. Shaw & Sons, Dee 
Park Farm, Thrybergh, Rotherham. 

Sandbach.—€xtensive alterations at Sandbach sch., 
for Governors: *Elsby Bros., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Sheffield.—Following, for City C:—80 houses at 
Gleadless Valley estate: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., 
Sheffield, £122,886; 198 three-storey flats and 120 six- 
storey maisonettes: *Direct labour, £210,788 and 
£207,011. 

Shrewsbury.—New RC church at Ditherington 
housing estate: *H. Price & Son, Welsh Bridge, 
Shrewsbury, £16,113. 

Smethwick.—612 dwellings on redevelopment No. 2 
site, for TC: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 

Sunderland.—Additional storey at Northumbria 
Printing Works, Holmeside: *Gordon Bell, Ltd., 
Viewforth-terr., Sunderland. 

Trowbridge.—Experimental block of six ‘‘ low 
cost ’’ houses at Rutland-cres., for UDC: *Holdoway 
& Sons, Ltd., Westbury. 

Wallasey.—Erection of flats at Mill-la./Eric-rd. site, 
for BC: *John McGeogh & Sons, Ltd., Arbour-la., 
Liverpool, £17,375. 

Walsall.—196 houses at Mossley estate, for BC: 
*Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton, 
£275,838; erection of infants’ dept. at Hatherton- 
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la. cty. prim. sch., for EC: *Rock & Downes, Ltd, 
115,Walsall-rd., Aldridge, £45,001. 

Walton and Weybridze.—74 houses at Hersham-rd, 
estate (section 2) for UDC. E&S: E. A, Lister, 

AMICE, Council Offices, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey: 
*John Farmer (Builders), Sunbury, 45/47, Hanworth. 
rd., Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx., £101,313. 

Warrington.—Houses at Orford estate, for BC: 16, 
*W. L. Challinor, Sandy-la., Warrington, £2] 127: 
14, *Osborne & Co. (Warrington), Ltd., Thelwall 
New- rd., Warrington, £18,443; 16, *D. Cooper, Ltd, 
Clarence- st., £21,073; 14, *W. A. Howard, Ltd. 
View, Knutsford-rd., £18,476; 16, *Clough & Gaskell, 
Ltd., Wigan, £21, 109; 12 *A. J. Clarke, Ltd., Fearn. 
head Cross, £15,800. 16 flats: *F. Berry & Sons, 
Ltd., 226, Wilderspool-causeway, £17,649. 

West Bromwich.—Erection of house block A3 at 
Churchfields sch., for EC: *Tersons, LtJ., London, 
£46,383. 

Whitley Bay.—Further 
Grange, for TC Boro’ E: *T. Armstrong, Ltd, 
Robson-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wigan.—12 flats and 12 houses at Mossy Lea site, 
Wrightington, for RDC: W. Liptrot & Co., Ltd, 
Brook-la., Pemberton, Wigan £30,174. 


20 houses at Earsdon 
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